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W Foun Wiggins, B 


to het Maicttiie, &. 


g Hoſe which heretofore (Rig itt Ho- 
x) norable) haue 1 ritten of ante mat- 
ter, and had qpimtom, that the publi- 
bing thereof might doc good unto 
ethers, hue uſed to Dedirate their 
= Labours to ſome one, or other, un- 
der whoſe countenance, and prote- 
tion the ſame might go foorth & 
bee the better lyked , andrecemued of all men : which is the 
cauſe that 1 haue made bolde to inſcribe this Treatiſe, 
ſuch asit it, onto your Honour , upon hope of fauourable 
allowance, and Patronage, which linſtantlie crane , and 
entreat , and withall , that in the readinge thereof , your 
Honour would von cihſe fe to remember, that it concerneth 
thoſe men, and that olie and ancientlie renoumed Cam- 
anieof Man cMAN TES ADvintvaRERs, 
which was ſo well eſteemed f, and highlie ſauoured by your 
late right Honor able Father, of woorthie memorie , unto 
whom asGod — your Honour to be a Suce:ſ- 
ſour in manie excellent thinges of this life , n h ther wee 
regarde the Honourable places, whereunto you are called in 
the Gouernement of the State or the vertues, nd qualities 
fit for ſo waightie a calling, wherewith you are rudemed, 
So it may pleaſe your Honour to take unto you this Succeſ- 
A3 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
ſion alſo , to witte, the dewtifull Obſervancie , and Prom 
ptitude which the ſaid Companie alwayes ſhewed towar des 
your ſaid right Honourable Fathers ſcruice, and which they 
alſo ſtande readie and deſurous to preſent Epperforme vnto 
your Honour to their beſt power , and alulitie. 
I am not ignorant alſo , that it is the maner of writers, 
to fill up the greateſt parte of their Prefaces with the — 
ſes , and comendations of thoſe , to whome they Dedicate 
their Tranailes,and ſurelie this Reward ſeemeth to bee den 
onto true Ver tue, that the Memorie thereof ſhoul4 bee can- 
ſecrated to Poſteritie , which can not be performed by anit 
Moni:ment better , then by Bootes. And albeit , without 
all Gloſinge , or counterfeyting , I haue heere in verie deed 
a large fielde of your Honours prayſes offered unto mee, yet 
becauſe my ſomplicitie not onelie abhorreth all Adulation, 
but withall al tinde of Fawninge , or flattering ſpeeche , 
and that your Honours ſingular Moleſtie , is monte, not 
to abide anie thinge leſſe, then euen the modeſ eſt commen- 
dations , I will let paſſe the ſame , and come unto the hun- 
dlinge of the enſuing Treatiſe, which with my ſelfe 1 hum- 
bly recommend unto your Honcurs good fauour, and ſo be- 
ſeech the Almightie to bleſſe,and keepe your Honour, Mid- 
delburgh the ſixth of lune 1601. 


Your Honors with his ſeruice 
at commandement, 


Ioun Wu. 
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A TREATISE OF 
COMMERCE. 


VWherein are ſhewed the Commodities ariſing by 
a well ordered and ruled Trade, ſuch as that of the ſo- 
cietie of MAN cuA NTS ApDvenrtvRERS 
is prooued to be: Written for the better information 
of thoſe, who doubt of the neceſſarineſſe of the 
ſaid Societie in the State of the Realme of 
England, Bylahm V N heeler, Secretarie 
| tothe ſaide Societie. 
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e eil in Societate eſt, Societas in Imperio, & Commer 0, 


commercio entes mavi montibu que diſcrets miſc enter, 


* 7 vſquam naſcutur A omni affluat- 


ere be two points about the which the 
TN Royal office & adminiftration of a Prince is 
N þ BY holy emploied, to vit, about the gouern- 
2 ment oftbe perſons of men: next of things 
e ſconuenient and fit for the maintenance f 
U bdbiumane ſocietie: wherin p nincipally the ci- 
uil life conſiſteth & harh her being: And thereſote the Prince 
that loueth the Policie, and ruleth by ſage and good counſell, 
i to conſtitute and appoint certaine La ves, and ordinarie 
Rules, both in the one and the other of the aboueſaid points, 
and ſpecially in the firlt as the chiefeſt , which is conuer- 
ſant and occupied about the inſtitution of the perſons of men 
inpietie,ciuill conuerſation in maners and faſhion of life, and 
finally inthe mutuall dutie of equitie & chatitie one towards 
| another: ofthe which my purpoſe is not to intteat, but ſome 
| what of that other point, namely, the Gouernment of things 
conuenient and fit for the maintenance of Humane So- 
A3 cietie: 
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46 A m_ of Commerce. 
cietie: wherevnta mens actions and affections are chieflie 


directed, and whereabouts they beſtow. and employ not on- 
ly the quckenes and induſtnie of their ſpirites, but alſo the la- 
bout and trauaile of their handes, and ſides: that ſo they may 
dran e fromthence either commoditie or pleaſure, ot at leaſt- 
wife therby ſupplie, & furniſh their ſeueral wantes, and neceſ- 
fities From he uce, as from a toot or fountain fitit proceedeth 
the eſtate of Marchandiſe, and then conſequentlie in s row, 
ſo manie, diverſe, and ſundtie Artes, as — in the worlde, 
At which it ſhould ſeeme that man beginneth the train, or 
courſe of his life, and therein firſt of all diſcoueteth not onlie 
the dexteri:ie & ſhatpenes of his wit, but withal chat naughti- 
nes & corruption whichis naturallic in him: for there iz no- 
thing in the world ſo ordinarie, and na: urall ynto mea. as to 
contract, truck, merc handiſe, and traffike one with an other, 
ſo that ic is almoſt vnpoſſible for three perſons to conuerte 
together two 7 odor they wilfal into talk of ore bargaine 
or another, chopping, changing, t ſome other kinde of; con- 
tract Children, aſſuone as euer their tongues are at libertie, 
doe ſeaſontheit ſportes with ſome merchandiſe,or other:and 
when they goe to ſchoole, nothing is ſo common among 
them asto change, and techange, buy and fell ofthat, which 
they bring from home withchem. The Prince with his ſub» 
lects, the Maiſtet with his ſeruants, one friend and acquain- 
tance with another, the Captaine with his ſouldiets, the Huſ- 
band with his wife, Women with and among themſelues, 
and in a word,all the world choppeth and changerh,runnerh 
& taueth after Marts, Markets and Merchandifing, fo that all 
thinges come into Commerce, and paſſe into traffique / in 
a manet) in all times, and in all places: not onely that, V hich 
nature bringeth forth, as the fruits of the earth. the beaſis and 
liung creatures, with their ſpoiles,skinnes and caſes, he met- 
tals, minerals, and ſuch like things, but further alſo, this man 
maketh merchandiſe ofthe workes of his owne handes,this 
man of another mans labour, one ſelleth words, another ma- 
keth raffike ofthe skins & bloud of other men, yea there are 
ſome found ſo ſubull and cunning merchants , that they per. 
ſwade 


ATreatiſe of Commerce.”  's 
ſwade andinduce men to ſutfer themſelues to bee bought 
and ſold, and we haue ſeene in out time enow, and too many 
which haue made merchandiſe of mens ſoules. To conclude, 
all that a man worketh wich his hand, ot diſcourſeth in his ſpi- 
nit, is nothing els but merchandiſe, and a triall to put in pra- 
Qiſe the Contracts, which the Legiſts and men skilfull in the 
lawes knew not to name — then thus, Do vt des, Fa- 
cio vt facras :the which words in effect compte hend in them 
all negotiations, or traffiques whatſoeuer, and are none o- 
ther thing but meere matter of merchandiſe & Commerce. 
Now albeit this affection bee in — generally both 
high and low, yet there are of the eſt, and principalleſt 


Traffiquets which are aſhamed, and thinke ſcorne to be cal- commendation 
led Merchants : whereas indeed merchandiſe, which is vſed of Merchandiſe 


by way of pre pet vacation, being rightly confidered of, is 
not to be deſpiſed, or accounted baſe by men of wdgement, 
but to the conttarie, by many reaſons and examples it is to be 
ptoueq, that the eſtate is honorable, & may be exereiſed not 
only of thoſe of the third eſtate (as we terme thẽ) but alſo by 
the Nobles, and chiefe(t men of this Realme with commen- 
dable profit, and without any derogation to their Nobiliries, 
high Degrees, and conditions, with what great good to their 
ſtates, honour, and enriching ofthemſelues and their Coun- 
tries, the Venetians, F /orentines,Genoneſer,and our neighbours 
the Hollenders haue vſed this trade of life, who knoweth not? 
or hauing ſeene the beautie, ſttength, opulencie, and popu- 
touſnefle ofthe aboueſaid Cities and provinces, wondereth 
not thereatꝰ Was not this the firlt ftep, and enttie ofthe kings 
of Portugal! vnto the kingdemes and riches of the Eafi? Solon 
in his youth gaue himſclfe to the feate of Merchandiſe, and in 


his time, ſaith Platarch bringing Heidis for his authot) there Ploterch. is vita 


was no eſtate of life reprochſul, neither Art, ot occupatis,that 
did put difference berweene men, but rather which is more, 
merchãdiſe was accoũted an honorable thing, as that which 
miniſtred the meanes to haunt and traffique with batbarous 
nations,to procure the friendſhip of Princes, and to gaine ex- 
perience into many matters, in ſo much (ſaith he) — 
5 ue 
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6 A Treatiſe of Commerce. 
haue been Merchants, which were founders of great Cities, as 
he was that founded AMerſeilles in France. The wiſe Thales 
Alileſans did alſo exerciſe Merchandiſe : likewiſe Hippoecrades 
and Plato defrayed the charges of a yoyage, which hee made 
ia Egypt. with the monie which he got thece by ſelling of nile: 
So that it appeareth, that not only a Prince may vſe this kinde 
ofmen,l meane Merchanres, to the great benefite,and good 
of his ſtare, either for forreigne icligmes or exploration, 
cx forthe opening of an entiie & paſſage vnto vnknowne and 
fare diſtant partes, or for the furniſhing of monie, and other 
proviſions in time of warres, and dearth, or laſtly, for the ſer- 
vice and honoreſthe Prince, and Cciurieabroad at all times 
requiſite,and expedient, but alſo this kinde of life may be ex- 
erciſed and vſed with commendation, and without loſſe of on 
jote of honot in thoſe, who are honorable, or of eminent de- 
gree, as aforeſaid : Wherevuco I adde this further, that with- 
out Merchandiſe, no eaſe or commodious liuing continueth 
long in anie ſtate, or common wealth, no not loyaltie, or e- 
quirie it ſelfe, or vptight dealing. Therefore herein alſo, as in 
the formerpoint, good order and rule is to be ſet, where it is 
wanting, or where it is alreadie eſtabliſhed, there it ought to 
be preſerued: forthe maintenance of lo neceſſatie, and bene- 
ficiall an eſtate in the common Weakh, by conſtituting mee: 
& well proportioned ordinances ouer the ſame, & ouer thoſe 
things, which are thereupon depending, between the Mar- 
chants, and thoſe things, x hich are marchandized, or hand- 
ledlike wiſe with convenable, and well appropriated Magi- 
firates and ouetſeers for the maintenance,& execution of 
ſaid ordinices. For it is very certain & true, chat ine imperio nes 
domus vilanec Ciitas nec ent, nec [ocietas nec hominis vniner. 
ſur genus ſtare nec reriinaturaommis, ne c miidus ipſe poteſt, cc. 
The peaceable, politike, and rich Prince King Hearie 7, 
well marking the trueth hereof, and perceiving that as in for= 
mer times, ſo in his manie dilturbances, grievances and da- 
mages had beſallen to, and among the Engliſh M.. his ſub- 
iects, trading into the low countries, ob i bons Reguminis, 
taoke order for the ſame, as well by cofirming the ancient 


ers 


c 
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Charters ofhis Predeceffors, Kings of England vnto the So- 
cietie of M. M. Aduenturers , as alſo by adding thereunto 
pe we, whereby hee ſo lirengthened, and enlarged the au- 
thoritie, and Priui edges of the ſaid Fellowſhip, that euer 
ſince the ſame hath floriſhed in great proſperitie, and wealth, 
and out af it (as out of a plentifull Nurſerie, haue ſprun 
avd proceeded almoſt all the principall Marc hants of this 
Realme, at the leaſi ſuch Companies, as haue ariſen ſince, 
haue forthe molt part, ſetched their light, pattetne, and forme 
of policie and trade from the ſaid Societie to the ineftimable 
good and commoditie ofthis Realme, our natine Countrey : 
{o that to change this courſe were torerurne tothe olde con- 
fuſn,and diforder,and withall to bereaue the land of ſo ne- 
ce ſlatie and ſe tuiceable an eftate,as CAterchandiſe . 

Whatſoeueris commendable, or is ſaid of the belt foun- 
ded Companie or Merchances in general!, maketh alſo for 
the Companie of Marchants Aduenturets ſpecially : howbe- 
it theſe things are particularly for our purpaſe to be canſide- 
red inthis Companie : The firft Inſtitution : The Auncient eſti- 
mat ion it hath kad: The ſtate and Gonernment of it and ſuch be- 
nefits, as grow to the Realme by the maintenance of it, 


— CCC CO —_ — — "I 


Of the firſt Inſtitution of the F ellowſbip or C mb 
Merchants Aduenturers, and the cauſes — 7 


ef R(CUS (cue, 2 prudent Coun- 
ſellour, and a good husband ia deed, 
laith : Yuodoportet Patremfamilias ten- 
da: em eſſe non emacem: And who know- 
eth not, that we haue ne ſmall need of 
mony things, whereof foreigne Coun - 
treys haue great (tore, and that wee may 
well ſpare many things, whercofthe ſaid 
Countreys haue alſo need ? Now to vent the ſuperfluities of 
our Counttey, and bring inthe Commodities of others, there 
s no readier, or beiter meane then by Metchandize : and 


ſeeing 
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ſeeing we haue no way to encreaſe our treaſure by mynes 
of golde and filuer at home, and can haue nothing from a- 
broad without mony, or ware, it followerh neceſſarily, that 
the aboueſaid good counſelof Cato, to be ſellers and not buy- 
ers, is to be followed, yet ſo, that wee carry not out more in 
value ouer the ſeas then we bring home fro thence, or: tanſ- 
tt things hurtſull tothe State, for this were no good huſ- 
— tendeth to the ſubuetſion ofthe land and dimini- 
ſhing ofthe treaſure thereof, whereas by the othet wee ſhall 
greatly encteaſe it, the trade being carried and managed yn- 
der a convenient gouernment & orders, and not in a diſper- 
ſed. looſe, and ttragling maner : the practiſe whereof we may 
ſee in thus Realme almoſt theſe 400. yeeres together: Firtt 
in the Staple, and Wooll trade, and next in that of the Mer- 
chants Aduenturers and Cloth trade. And King Eawardihe 
third thought it not enough, to bring the working and ma- 
king ofthe Cloth into the realme, except, uhen the ſame was 
indraped, be withal prouided for the vent thereof inforreigne 
The brotherhood parts, to the molt benefit and aduancement of that ne we be- 
of — gun Arte, and cheref« re whereas the about ſ. id Company 
though then otherwiſe termed thẽ nov) in the yeere 1248. 
had obtained Priviledges of /ohn Duke of Brabant, the ſaid 
King confirmed the ſame for the ſubltantiall gouerament of 
the ſaid Company in their trade. 

Ia the veere 1399. The Arte ofmaking of Cloth be iag 
growen to good perfection within this Realme, King Heurie 
che Fourth firſt prohibiced the ini ection of forteigne made 
Cloth, and gaue vntothe ſaid Compauy a very beneficial 
and ample Charter of Priuiledges, ec nſitmed by Acte of 
Parliainent for the ſame purpoſe and intent, as his Predeceſ- 
ſor King Edward the Third had done before bim: whoſe ex- 
ample the ſucceeding Kings, Henrie the fiſth, and fixt, Ed- 
ward the fourth, and Richard the third followed,ratifying and 
confirming their Predeceſſors doings on this behalfe : the 
nextin ok following King Hemrie the ſeaueath, like a wiſe 
and prouident Prince, well marking and conſidering howe 
neceſſary and ſeruiceable the ſtate of Merchandiſe was y 
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this Realme, not onely liked and confirmed that. which the a- 
boue rehearſed Kings had done before him, but alſo greatly 
enlarged and augmented the ſame by three ſcuerall Chat- 
ters, and by other his gracious and royall fauc urs from time 
to time. not onely towards the ſaid Company in generall, but 


withall to divers Merchants in particular: Adercatores ille [@- Polidorss in vi- 
pemumero pecunia multa date gratuite innabat , vt Mercatars t« Henri) ſep 
( Ar: vna om cunctis eque mortalibus tum cad, tun . 


neceſſaria in ſro Regne copiofiereſſet, And when a vari- 
ance fallen out betweene him & the Archduke Ju, he had 
drawen as well the [aid Company as that of the Staple out of 
the low Countries, and placed them at Calice, hee gaue vnto 
them within the ſaid Towne as large and beneficiall Priuiled- 
ges, as they before had enioyed in the ſaid lowe Counties, 
which were very large and fauourable, intituling themby the 
name of CAerchants Adnenturers, And albeit in this Kin 
dayes, as alſoin the raigne of — Henrie the fourth, the like 
complaint asof late, was made by the Clothicrs, Wooll- 
erowers,Dyers,8c. againſt the Company cfMerchants Ad- 
uentutets: yet after due examination ofthe ſaid complaint, 
the iſſue procured great fauour to ihe ſaid Company, & gaue 
oceaſiõ of the inlarging of their former Chareers, with an ex- 
preſie reſtraint of all Straglers,and Entermedlers, that might 
diſturbe, ot impeachtheirtrade :and whereas alſothe Eafter- 
lp at this time had enteted into the ſame trade, the afore- 
ſaid prudent Prince King Hemnriethe ſeuenth, did not onely 
Rraightly inhibite chem ſoto doe, bur alſo rooke Recogni- 
zance of ewenty thouſand Markesofthe Aliermen ofihe 
Steelyarde at London, that che ſaid Eaſterlmgs ſhould not cary 
any Engliſh cloth tothe place of Reſidence ofthe Merchants 
Adnenturers in the lowe Countries, or open their Fardels of 
Cloth in the ſaid Countries,to the preiudice ofthe ſaid Com- 
pany, by putting the ſame to vent there, which they were not 
vont to do. lathe time of the 5 ot K. E. the 6. John Tulle, 
John Damsck & other, brethrẽ of the ſaid Cõpany, enformed 
the Biſhop of Elye, at that time L.Chicellor,ofmarrer againſt 
the Cõpany, but their bil brought to the Councel boord, and 
Hun B 3 exami- 
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examined,it was finally ordered,chat the ſaid Complainants 
ſhould ſubmit themſelues vnto the obedience of the Com- 
anies orders,and pay certaine fines, which the Lordesthen 
id vpou them. beſides that two ofthe principalleſt found to 

be the Ringleaders ofthe reſt, were committed to the Fleet, 
there to remaine, till ſuch time as the Company of M M. Ad- 

uenturers ſhould ſue for their releaſe. And albeit the ſaid 

perſons renewedtheir complaints, in the firſt yeere of Q. 
Ales raigne, arid did put vp a bill to the Parliament houſe, 
2gainſtthe Company, yet the ſame being anſwered by the 
ſaid Company, was relected, and caſt out of the Parliament 
houſe, Since the time of King Herriethe ſcuenth, the ſuccee- 
ding Princes, King Henrie the eight of famous memoric, 
King Edwardthe ſixth. and Quecne Alarie, haut continued, 
confirmed , and enlarged the aboueſaid Charters and 
— but aboue all other, our moſt gracious Soue- 
raigne, that now raigr.eth, Queene EL1zaBtTH, bath 
ſhewed ber gracious,and fauourable affection to x ardes the 
ſaid Compamie, in not onely confirming the letters Patentes, 
and Charers of her moſt Noble Grandfather, and of other 
her Highneſſe Predeceſſours aboue mentioned, but alſo in 
adding thereunto other more large, and beneficiall Primled- 
ges of het oe. For whereas the M. M. Aduentutets about 
the beginning of her Maieſties reigne, by diverſe teſtraints, 
Edits, and Proclamations,made and ſctforth by the Gouer- 
nours and Commanders of the Low Countryes, were em- 
peached and prohibitedro trade into the ſaid Countties, con- 
tratie to the ancient Entercoutſes, and the Priuiledges to the 
ſaid Company granted of old time, & conſeque uily were oc- 
ca ſioned to ſee he, and erect a Trade inthe partes of Getma- 
nie, whichthey did with their great charges and trauaile for 
the vent ofthe Commodities ofthe Realme, her Highnes cal. 
ling roremebrance this and other taithfull & acceptable ſet- 
uice at ſundrie times done by the ſayd M. M. Adventurersin 
diuerſe the great & waighty affaites ot her Maieſty &realme, 
and minding the encreaſe and aduancement efthe ſaid Mer- 
chants, as much as any her Progenitours, (as her Highneſſe 
profeſ- 
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profeſſerhin the ſud Chaitet) it pleaſed her ſaid Maieflic in 
the ſixt yere of her reigne, to giue and grant vnto them thoſe 
gracious and ample priviledges, which the ſaid Companie 
now enioyeth, and afterwards vpon new occaſion, the trade 
of the ſaid Company being much impeached by wrongtull 
entermedling of vuftee perſons in the ſame, it pleaſed her Va- 
ieltie by a new Charter, and Letters Patents vader the great, 
ſeale of England. in the eight & twentith yeare of her reigne, 
to prouide againlt ſuch iniurious, and vnorderly intruſion, ac- 
knowledging the ſeruices done to her Highneſſe by the ſaid 
M. M. Aduenturers,and pronouncing them to haue beene,& 
to be vetie beneficiall membett to the generall tate of the 
realme and common wealth of England: which notable te- 
ſtimome of ſo incomparable a Ptinceſſe after ſo many yeates 
of experience and uriall,may alone, i thete were none other, 
ſe tue tor a full & ſufficient Apologie of the aboueſaid Com- 
pany of M. M. Aduenturers,againtt all the ptiuie & open, ſor- 
reigne,and domeſtical gaine- ſaiers, ſlandeters, & oppugneis 
of the ſame, end witha!l,for a certaine and iufallible argumec, 
that for che vent of wooll, and woollen wares {the priac ipall 
commodities oſthe Realme / it is molt profitable both for the 
Prince and counttie, to vie a gouerned Companie,and not to 
permit a promiſcuous, ſtragling, and diſpetted trade, whereof 
I ſhall haue occaſion to lay more, when I come to ſhew the 
benefices, which do ariſe vnto the Common: wealth of Eng- 
land, by the maintenance ofthe aboucſaid Companie, & the 
gouernment therein vſed. 


* 


Of the ancient eſtimation which the Company of 
Merchants aduenturers hath had. 


r which hathbene abone ſaid of the [nlti- 
eution of the Fellowſhip ot company of M. M. 
d.- þ [| AduEcurers,is partly ſhewedin what eſtimati- 
oa the ſad Companie hath been hitherto with 
che Kings and Queenes of thisrealme, from 
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the reigne of King the third, a ſufficient motiue and 
reaſo:1, as may be well thought forthe rn and future a- 


ges, to haue the {aid Compame in nolefle eſtimation and li- 
king : but this is not all, for if we would but looke out of En- 
gland to our neighbors in Germany and the low Countries, 
we ſhould ſee the Merchants Aduenturers manie ages toge- 
ther ſought for, welcomed, embraced, cheriſhed,and ei in 
as good. yes ofremimes in better tearmes,then the Naturals 
ofthe (aid Coumties themſclues,as appeareth by the ancient 
Charters, l-rge and beneficiall Priuiledges, and exemptions 
granted tothe ſaid Companie by ſundry Princes, States, Ci- 
ties, and Commonwealths ofligh and low Dutchland, ſince 
the yeare of our Lord 1 296. to this our time: whichare yet 
extant to be ſhewed,tothe great honour and benefite of this 
out natiue Countrie, & the Princes thereof from time totime: 
For thereby we h:ue not onely opened a paſſage and entrie 
into forreigne States and Countries, but alſo by our gainfull 
and beneficiall trade, haue made them the faſter friends to 
the State of the Realme of England, and the Engliſh Nation; 
beſides the great wealth and commoditie which hath ariſen 
thereby to the Common- wealth. 

Aſter the taking of Calice by King Edwardthe third, the 
Earles and people of Flaunders, for the bettet aſſurance and 
ſafetie of their State, ptocured a league and entercoutſe with 
the Kings of England, and theit Merchants: whereby the ſaid 
Earles and people found in ſhort time ſuch profite and com- 
moditie, that Lewes Earle of Flaunders in the yeate 1358. 
gaue and granted tothe Engliſh Merchants ſo large andam- 
ple Priviledges and freedomes,that no Nation in Europe had 
the like in that Countrie at that time, by reaſon whereof,and 
that the aduencure by ſea and land into Flaunders was ve 
ſhorr & eaſie, & almoſt without danger, the Company ſetle d 
themſelues in the Towne of Bridges, ſtaple dtheir commo- 
dities there: which once knowne and blowne abroad, Mer- 
chants out of all parts of Furope reſorted thithet, and made 
their habiration there, which appeareth by the houſes at this 
dayſtading,which beare the names ofthe cities & — — 

hence 
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whence the ſaid Strangers were, So that in few yeares all the 
Townes ia Flanders, eſpecially Bridges,were growne to luch 
wealth and proſpericie, that the fame thereof went almoft 
through che whole ear:h; and at this day, although their 
great opulencie and concourſe of Merchants be altogether 
failed, yer in many Countries of Chiilttendome , and out of 
Chriltendome, all the Netherlanders caric the name of Fle- 
mings,andthe low Couatries of Flanders. Aſter this, when 
the Fle mings through wealth and fulnefſe of bread, didfor- 
get their bounden dutie to their Prince, and wichall grew to 
a proud diſdaine and contempt of all Merchants ſitangets, 
and in particular ofthe Engliſh, by whom tliey had receiued 
their chiefeſt good and welfare,the Company temoued from 


Bridges to a Towne in Zeland called Micdelbourgh, where Compunic »f 
they are now at this preſent refiding, whitker all other Nati» # chants Ad 


ons followed the ſtraight. Since which,thoſe of Bridgesfee- 


wentwrers leaue 


Pridges, and 1 


ling the ſmart of their tolly, haue many times made fuce and nave to Addis 
meanesto draw the Engliſh thither againe, and in mans me- 4,--þ, 


motie they profered a great ſumme of money vnto the ſaid 
Merchants, with offer of more ample Priuiledges and ummu- 
nities, then euerthey had before in Bridges, or any where els; 

ea ina maner they profeted a blanc ke, to tie them to hat 
the Engliſh thought good, to haue the traffike againe in their 
Towne,which very fondly « hen they had it they could not 
keepe. This Towne of Middelbourghſtood ſo necre the ſca, 
that the dicches& low places round about, being continually 
fall of (al: and fiithy oa e, for wantof afreſh Riuer or currene 
to cleanſethe ſame, bred ſuch ſtench and noyſome ſauours, 
char the Engliſh vſed to a wholeſome and [weete aire in their 
owne country,were troubled with gricuous Agues, and other 
ſore diſeaſes & for their health ſake, were frcedro le aue the 
ſaid tone, about the yeare ofour Lord14.44. At which time 
Antwerp being but a povre and ſiuple Towne, ſtanding in 
Btabant, made great ſute to the Companie to repaire thither, 
which they finally vpon offer of vetie =_ and beneficial! 
Priuiledges, obtained. In whichrowne of Antwerp, and the 
town of Bergen ey Zoomlikewiſe in Brabir, the Copany ever 
ſince hach for che molt part cõtinued, ſaue that(as aforeſaid)in 
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the time ofking Heri the leuemh,they were vpon occaſion 
remoued to Calice for a time till that by the earnelt interceſ- 
hon of the Lady Afargarer Ducheſſe of Sauoy, they repaired 
againe into the Low Countries, firlt ta Middelburgh, then 
afrerwardsto Antwerp, where they were ioyfully and hono- 
rably receiued, and entertained bythe Magiltrate and chie- 
felt citizens of the Towne , comming forth in ſolemne pro- 
ceſſion to meete and welcomethe ſaid Merchants, as by the 
Records ofthoſe times ſufficiently appeateth. And heere by 


Eh- of Ang.. the way, it is not much from our purpoſe, to inſert ſomewhat 
werp the Com. of the (tate of Antwerp, at the firſt comming thither of the 
panies fofl com- Companie,wherin a man ſhall ſee that xhichis almoll incte- 


w thither, 


dible : Philip ſurnamed the Good, Duke of Burguadie, and of 
Brabant, &c. gaue Priuiledges to the Companie, vader the 
name of the Engliſh Nation, by which name the ſaid Com- 
any ever ſince hath be ene moſt commonly knowne in the 
— Countries, which happened in the yeate 1446. Which 
Priuiledges the tou ne of Antwerp — rmed the ſixt of Au- 
gult in the aboueſaid yeate, giuing to them beſides a large 
houſe, which is now called the old Bar/e, and afterwards b 
exchãge, another more goodly, ſpacious & ſumptuous houſe 
called the Court of Lier which the Companie enioyedull the 
{11d rown was yeelded vp to the Duke of Parma, in the yeare 
1585. At the aboueſaid firſt Concordate, and concluſion of 
Priuiledges with the rowne of Antwerp, ot not long before, 
there were not in all the Towne aboue foure Merchants, and 
thoſe alſo no aduenturersto the ſea, the reſt of the Inhabitãtt 
ot Townſmen were but meane people, and neither able, nor 
skilfull to vie the feat or trade of Merchandiſe, but did let out 
the beſt of their houſes to Engliſn· men, and other ſtrangers 
for cambets, and pack -houſes, contenting themſelues with 
ſome corner for their profits ſake : but within few yeares the 
concoutſe. and reſort of forreigne Merchantsto that Towne 
was ſo great, that houſe roome waxed ſcant, rents were rai- 
ſed, Tolles, axciſes, & all other duties tothe Prince & Towne 
wonderfully encteaſed, and the Antwerp-· men themſelues, 
who in fe yeares before were but meane artiſicers, ot liue d 


by 
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by husbandrie, and kceping of cattell (whereof one gate of 
that citie to this day beateth the name ) and had but fixe ah 
De Coe Pert. 


belonging to their Tone, and thoſe forthe Riuer one 
that neuet eat to ſea, began to grow exceeding rich, ſo 
that ſome fell to the trade of Merchandiſe, and — em- 
ploied their ſubſtance in building, the their old rotten houſes 
couered with thatch,were pulled downe,their waſte ground, 
whereof there was ſtore within the Towne, was turned into 
goodly buildings. and faire ſtreetes, & their ſhipping encrea- 
{ed accordingly: thus proſpered not only thoſe of Antwerp, 
but all other Townes and places theteabouts, ſo that ia our 
memotie that nov liue, the ſaid Towne was growne to ſuch 
we alch, ſtrength & beautie, as never none the like in ſo ſhore 
a time, and no matuel, for within the compaſſe of fiftic yeeres 
an houſe that was worth but fourcie Dallers a yeare, grewe 
to be worththree hundred Dallers a yeere,and an houſe thar 
was let out fot ſixtie Dallers, came afterwards to be let for 
foure hundred Dallers, yea ſome houſes in Antewerpe were 
let for 600. ſome for $00, Dallers a yeare rent: beſides their 
Hauen for ſhips to come and lade and diſcharge within the 
Towne : their publike ſtately buildings, and edifices, etected 
partly for ornament, and partly forthe eaſe and aecommo- 
dating of the Merchant, were ſo coftly and ſumptuous, as he 
that hath not ſeene and marked them well, would not be- 
leeue it: to ſay nothing of the fortification of the Towne, 
which is ſuch, that the charges thereof would trouble the ri- 
cheſt Prince in Eurorpe : but as the Poet Lacan ſaid, 
Inuida Fatorum ſeries ſummiſq; negatum ſlare diu. 

So it fareth at this day with Antwerp, for it hath within theſe 
few yeares ſuffered verie great change and alteration, and 
more is like to do if it long continue ſhut vp, & without trade 
andrarffike , vnder the yoke of the Spaniard, and the feare of 
an impregnable caſtle Ruffed with ſouldiers, a ſcourge and 
plague to that, and to all free Cities. Thus much by the way, 
of Ant verp. the late Packe-honfe of Europe, and ofthe ſtate 
therof, hen the Engliſh Merchants firſt repaired vnto it, and 
ofthe great wealth it grew vnto in _ — 


A Daller is the te 
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the ſaid Engliſh Merchants with their gainfull and benefici- 
all trade were a great cauſe, and meanes , which principall 

made them to be ſo much regarded andeſteemed inthe ſaid 
Towne, and by the Princes and Gouernouts thereof from 
time to time, as well appeareth, among other proofes, by this 


Sleid i one recorded by Slridan, and remembred by ſome that yet 
— live. The Emperour ¶ harles the fife would haue brought the 


viorum. 


Inquiſition in 


ter left off 


fe re . M. 
Ad«engurers 


ſee 


Inquiſition into the Towne of Antwerp, inthe yeare 15 50. 
whereabouts there was much ado, and great queftion, and 
neither by the ſute ofthe Towne, nor by any interceſſion, 
or requett of their triends,could the ſaid Emperour be diuet- 
ted from bis purpole : at the lait it was ſhewed him, that if the 
- Inquiſition were brought in, he wold driue the Engliſh Mere 
chants out of that Cutie, and out of the whole low Countries 
alſo,the conſequence whereof when he had wel conſidered, 
he changed his mind, and ſo the Citie of Antwerp was ſaued 
from the Inquiſition, whichthey ſo much feared, and by no 
ſute or meanes beſides were able to put from them; of ſuch 
eltimation and account were the Merchants Aduenturers 
wich that mightie and prudent Emperour, and of ſuch credit 
and rec koning haue they beene from time to time at home 
with eleuen Kings and Queenes ofthis Realme of England, 
and abroad with the Cities of Bridges in Flanders, Antwerpe, 
and Bergen op den com in Brabant, Afiddelbourgh and Zie- 
ric ce in Zeland, Amſterdam and Dort in H. lland, Utrecht 
the chieſe Citie of a Prouiuce ofthat name, & with the Dukes 
Earles, Lords, and Rulers of the aboueſaid Cities & Prouin - 
ces, lying within che low Countries, ancient friends and con- 
federates with the Crowne of England. And in Germanie 
with the Townes of Hambrowgh and Stade, and the Earles of 
Eaft-frieſland ſince the yeare 1564. till this day, at which 
time they obtained Pruuledges of the Lady Ame Counteſle 
of Oldenburgh,and her ſonnes Edgard and /obhn,wherein they 
call the Company of Merchant Aduenturers, Iucihtam illam 
e celebratam paſſem Anghcorum Aercatorum Societatem. In 
all which places and countries the foreſaid Company haue ſo 
demeaned chemſelues ĩbat thereby they haue reaped yu 
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loue, cre dite, fame, and commendation, and haue left behind 
them a longing for them againe in thoſe places, where they 
once teſided or held theit Mart, & procured a defire of them 
in many places, where they neuet were : which appeateth by 
the honourable teſtimonie giuen of the Company by the a+ 
boueſaid Townes, and forreigne princes abroad, and is othet- 
wiſe well knowne to thoſe, who know any thing of the do- 
ings of out Neighbours. And lately, when through the mali- 
cious aud iniurious working of a few ofthe Hens Townes .in- 
ſtigated & holpen forward by the King of Spaines miniſters, 
a part of the laid Company was put from the Towne of Stade 
in che yeare 1597. and were forcedto 1etire out of the Em- 
pire, the Townes of the vnited low Countreys, eleuen or 
tw-elue in number of the beſt ſituate, each ſtriuing to be pre» 
ferred,like ſo many Riuals or Competitors, offered thẽſelues 
in molt friendly and heartie ſott, and invited the ſaid Compa- 
nie torefide with them, vpon promiſes of luch fauour and pri- 
uiledge as ought neuerto be forgotten : but hereof poſſibly 
enough. Let vs now looke into the Eltate, Policie, and go- 
uernement of the ſaid Companie , whereby we ſhall plaine- 
ly ſce the cauſes and reaſons of the loue, eſtimation, and cte- 
dice whichit hath purchaſed abroad, and ſo the ſooner be- 
leenc that, which hath aboue beene ſet downe,and aſſumed. 


— 


Of the State and Gouernement of the Companie of 
Merchants Aduenturers, and of ſuch benefites as 
growe to the Realme by the maintenance there- 


SL Realme to wit, London, Vorke, Norwich, 
GC 2 Excelter, ü 
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Exceter, Ipſwitch,Newcalile, Hull, &. Theſe men ofolde 
time linked and bound themſeluestogethet in Companie for: 
the exerciſe of Merchandiſe and ſea-tare, trading in Cloth, 

Kerſie, and all other, as well Engliſh as forreigne Commo- 

dities vendible abroad, by the which they brought vnto the 

places where they traded, much wealth, benefite, and com- 
moditie, and for that cauſe haue obtained many vetie excel- 

tent and ſingular priuiledges, ti ghts, iutiſdictions. exemptions 

and immunities, all which thoſe of the aforeſaid Fellowſhip 

equally enioy after a well ordered maner and forme, and ac- 

cording tothe ordinances, lawes, and cuſtomes deuiſed and 

agreed vpon by common conſent of all the Merchants, free 

of the ſaid Fellow ſhip,dwelling in the abouenamed Townes 

and places of the land: the patts and places which they ttade 

vnto, ate the Townes and ports lying berweenethe rivers of 
Somme in France, and the Scawe inthe Germane ſea: not in- 

to all at once, or at each mans pleaſure, but into one, ot two 

Towns at the molt within the aboueſaid bounds, which they 
commonly call the Mart Towne, or Townes; for that there 

ovely they ſtapled the commodities, which they brought out 

of England, & put the ſame to ſale, and bought ſuch forteĩgne 
commodries,as the land wanted, and were brought from ſar 
by Merchants of diuerſe Nations and countries flocking thi- 

ther, as to a Faire, ot market to buy & ſell. And albeit through 

the troubles and alteration of times, the Merchants Aduen- 

turets have beene forced to change and leaue their olde 
marte Townes, and ſeeke new {as hath beene partly touched 
before)yet whereſocuer they ſeated themſelues,thither pre- 
ſently repaired other Strangers, leaving likewiſe the places 


vurers4s able rs Whence the Engliſh Merchants were departed,and planting 
pen divert themſelues where they refided : ſo that as long as the Com- 
* 


my continued their Mart, or Staple in a place, ſo long grew 
and proſperedthat place; but when they forſooke it, the wel- 
fare and good eſtate thereof ſeemed withall todepart, and 
forſake it, as in olde time hath beene ſeene in Bridges, and in 
our time in ſome others, and no inaruell: for diligent inqui 
being made in the yeate 1550. 5 
pe- 


= 
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Emperour (hes the fifth, what benefice or commoditie 
came to his fiare ofthe lo Countries, by the haunt and com- 
merce of Engliſh Merchants: it was found, that in the Citie 
of Antwerp alone, where the Comparie of Merchants Ad- 
uventurers was at time reſiding, were at leaft twenty thouſand 
perſons fed and maintained for the molt part by the trade 
of the Merchants Aduenturers : beſides thirtie thouſand o- 
thers in other places of the low Countries likewiſe maintai- 
ned and fed partly by the ſaid trade, partly by endraping of 
cloth, and working in wool,and other commodities brought 
out of England. In confirmation whereof, I haue heard anci- 
ent Merchants ſay, That at the time when the aboueſaid 
Companie was entirely teſident at Antwerpe, alittle before 
the troubles whichfell out in che yeares 63, and 64. there 
were fed and maintained in the low Countries fixtie thou. 
ſand ſoules (and ſoine haue ſaid a great manie more) by the 
Engliſh trade, and by the wares bought in the low countries 
to be cariedinto England, which no doubt was the cauſe, that 
the Princes ofthe low Countries haue beene ſo fauourable 
to the aboueſaid Companie, and ſo loth to forgoe or looſe 
them,as knowing that there withall they ſhould looſe a verie 
faire flower of their garland, yea a ſure roote and foundation 
eftheir wealth, For on the one fide, ſuch is the value. profite, 
and goodnefle ofthe Engliſh commodities, that all Nations 
oftheſe parts of Europe, and elſe where, deſue them: and on 
the other ſide, the Engliſh Merchants buy vp, and carric into 
England ſo great a quannitie of forreigne wares, that for the 
ſale thereof all ſtrange Merchants do, and will repaire vnto 


The profites ari- 
ſong by the Mere 


> 


them. No what theſe Engliſh commodities are, @how they 4.7a:s Aduen- 
be ſoprefitable,may appeare by the _ ulars following. eurers trade and 


Fit. there is ſhipped out yearely 


y the aboueſaid Com- e beyoud 


panie, at leaſt fixtie thouſand white Clothes, beſides coloured /*** 


Clothes of all ſorts, Kerſies ſhorr,and long, Bayes, Cottons, 
Northern D oſeas,and diuerſe ocher kinds of courſe Clothes, 
The inſt value of theſe ſixtie thouſand white Clothes cannot 
well be calculated, ot ſer downe, but they are not leſſe worth 
( in mine opinion) then fixe —_— thouſand pounds 2 

3 8» 


Germane wares, 
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lag, t Engliſh mony. The cyloured Clothes of all ſortes, 
Bayes, Ketiy es, Northern Doſens, and other courſe Clothes, 
I reckonto ariſe tothe number effortic thouſand Clothes, at 
lealt,and they bee woorth one with another foure l:undred 
thouſand poundes ſtetling, ar Engliſh mony. 

There gocth alſo out of England, beſides theſe Woollen 
Clothes, into the low Countries, Wooll, Fel, Lead, Tinne,Saf- 
forn,Conyskins, Leather, Tallow, Alablaſter ſtone, Corne, 
Beer, and divers other things, amounting vnto great ſummes 
of money: By al which Commodities, a number of labouring 
men are ſet on worke, and gaine much money, beſides that 
whichthe Merchants gaineth, which is no ſmall matter. Here- 
vnto adde the money which Shippers,and men that liue vp- 
on the water, get· by fraighe and portage of the aforeſaid 
Commodities from placeto place, which would amount to a 
great ſumme if the particulars thereof were, or could be ex- 
actiy gathered: hereby in ſhort may be ſeene, how great and 

rofitable the Company ofthe Merchants Aduentutets trade 
hath beene, and is inthe places where they hold their Reſi- 
dence, be ſides the profit raiſed ypon the Chambers, Sellers, 
aud Packhouſes,which they niaſt haue for foure or ſiue hun- 
dred Merchants, whereby rents are maintained and kept vp, 
and the great expenſes otherwiſe, which the ſaid Merchants 
are at fortheir dier,apparel!,&c. to ſay nothing of the Prin- 
ces, ot Generaluies profit,and revenues by their Tolles, Con- 
voyes, Impoſts, Axcyſes,and other dueties, whereofthere can 
be no certaine notice had, bu: to fhewthe greatnes thereof, 
let this ohe ſigne ſo long agoe ſerue for all, that hu the 
Go Duke of Burgund, and firſt founder of the order of the 
elles Fleece, gaue the aforeſaid Fleeſe for a liuetie or badge 
of che ſaid Order, for that hee had his chiefeſt Tolles, Reue- 
nues,and Incoms, by Wooll and Woollen Cloth: Thus you 
haue ſeene what profit is raiſed by firigers,ypen the Engliſh 
trade, it followeth to ſhew, what the M. M. Aduenturers buy 
for returne, of ſitange nations, and people frequenting their 
Marte townes,& bringing their coũtrey comoditiestherher, 


Ofthe Ducche and Germans Merchants, they buy — 
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niſh Wiae, Fuſtians, Copper, Steele, Hempe, Oinion ſeed, 
Copper and Iron Wyre, Latten, Kettles, and Pannes Linnen 
cloth, Harnas,Saltpeter,Gun-powder,all things made at Ne- 
renbergh,and in ſamme, there is ne kinde of ware that Ger- 
mame yeelderh, but generally the M. M. Aduenturers buye 
as much, ot more thereof then any other vation, 


Of ihe Ralians. they buy all kinde of ſilke wares, Veluets, #4lian wares, 


wreught and vawrought, Taffitaes, Sattins, Damaskes,Sarſe- 
nets, Milan Fuſtians,Cloth of Gold and Silver, Grograines, 
Chanmlers,Sattin,and ſowing filke,Organzine,Orloy and all 
other kindes of wares ei het made or to be had in Italie. 


Of che Eafterlings they buve Flaxe, Hempe, Wax, Pitch, A ine 
Tarre, Wainſcot, De al- bootds, Oares, Corne Futtes, Cables, wares, © 


and Cable yeatne, Tallow, Ropes, Maſtes for Shippes, Sope- 
aſhes,Eitngd wooll & almolt hatſoeuet is made, or grow - 
ech inthe Ealt Countries, 


Of the Portingales they buye all kinde of Spices and Purtingal weres, 


Drugges : with the Spaniſh and Freach, they had not much 

to doe, by teaſon that our Engliſh Merchantes haue had a 

reat trade in France and Spaine, & ſo ſerue England directly 
m thence with the Commodities of thoſe Countries, 


Ofthe low Country Merchants, or Netherlanders, they Ae 
buye all kinde of manufacture, ot band worke not made in wures. 


England Tapeſtrie, Buckrams, White threed, Incle, Linnen 
cloth of all ſorts, Cambtic ks. Lawnes,Mather,and an infinite 
nũber of other things. too long to rehearle in particulat, but 
hereby I hope it — appeareth, that it is of an excee · 
ding vale c, hich the M. M. Aduenturers buve, and carry in- 
to England, in fo much that] haue heard it credibly te- 
ported,that all the Commodities that come out of all other 
Countreys beſides England, were not wont to ſet ſo many 
people on worke in the low Countreys, is the Com nodicies 
which came out of England onely did, neither that any o- 
ther two of the greateſt Nations that frequented the ſaid low 
Countries for trade, did buy, ot cary out ſo much goods in va» 
lue. as the M. M. Adueturers: I he knowledge/& cõſiderauon 
wheteof hach made the thought worthy to be made of, che- 


niſhed, 
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4A deſired by Princes, States, and 
and it would not hurt the ſtate ofthe Empire a whit, to hold 
friendſhip,and enterraine ſo profitable a Companie & Trade 
as this, x herby great multitudes of cheir poore people might 
be ſer on worke, and gettheir liuing. and in preceſſe of time 
growgichthereby,as the men of Antwerp, and others of the 
low countries haue done, which by the practiſes ofthe Pope 
and King of Spaine, and the vnreaſenable dealing of the 
Hanſet, is in a maner kept from them. The root and ſpting of 
all this almott incredible Trade and Trafhque, hath had his 
increaſe and proceeding from the politike gouernement, 
lawes, and orders deuiled, and obſetued of olde timein the 
faid Companie, as afore{.id: eſpecially ſince the reigne of 
King Hewrie the ſeuenth, by the ſpeciall order, commande- 
ment, and encouragement of the ſaid noble Priace,one day 
ſtill being a Schoole-maſter vnto the other, and men by ex- 
erience, vſe and knowledge of forreigne people, and their 
— kind — ing dayly and trom 
time to time to an exacter courſe and greater perſection of 
matters, and vnder{tanding oftheirowne eſtate, and what is 
ficteſt for the ypholding, and maintenance therof: Theſe ſaid 
ordinances containe in them all kind of good diſcipline, in- 
ſtruction and rules to bring vp youthin, and to keepthem in 
order :ſothat the Merchants Aduenturers dwelling in the 
aboue mentioned Cities and Townes ofthe Realine of En- 
land, ſend their yong men, ſonnes, and ſeruants,or Appren- 
tiſes, who for the moſt part ate Gemlemens ſonnes,or mens 
children of good means or qualitie, to the Mart Townes be- 
yond the ſeas, there to learne good fafhions,andto gaine ex · 
ience and knowledge in trade, and the maners of ſtrange 
— the better to know the world betimes, and 
to be able to go through with the ſame to the honor and ſer- 
uice of their prince and countrie, and their one wel- are, 
and aduancement in the Common- wealth, whereof a very 
great number haue ſhewed themſelues, and at this day many 
are very notable and bene ficiall menibers, Beſides, the ſaid 
Companic hath a Gouernout, or in his — 
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ond foure and twentie Aſſiſt antes in the Marte Towne, who 
haue iuriſdiction, and full authoritie as wel from ber Maieſtie, 
in from the Princes. States and Rulers ofthe Low Countries, 
and beyond the ſeas, withour Appalle,prouccation, or decli- 
nation, to ende and determine all Cuill cauſes, — 
and controuerſies ariſing bet eede ot among the brethren, 
members,and ſuppoſtes of the ſzid Companie, or berweene 
them and others, either Engliſh, or Straungers, who cither 
may ot will prorogate the Juriſdiction of the laid Companie, 
and their court;or are ſubiect to the ſame by the priuiledges, 
and Charters thereunto granted, 

By the ſaid Gouernour and Aſſiſtantes are alſo appoin- 
ted, and choſen a Deputie, and certaine diſcreet perſons, to 
be Aſſociates to the ſaid Deputie, in all other places conueni- 
ent. as well within, as without the realme of England, who all 
hold Correſpondence withthe Gouernour of the Company, 
and chiefe Court in the Marte Towne on the other fide the 
ſeas, and haue ſubalterne power to exerciſe Mere hants lau to 
rule, and loske to the good ordering of the Brethren of the 
Companie every whe1e,as farre as may be, and their Charters 
will beate them our, 

Further,che ſaid Company entertaineth godly and lear- 
ned Preachers with liberall ſtipendes, and other benefires : 
hath alſo Treaſurers,Secreraries,and other needeful Officers, 


the end of all whichis : The ſcemely and orderly gone ment B, and 
and rule of all the members, parts, and brethren of the ſoyd Com- Commed tierarie 
whereſoener m their Trade and feare of Merchandiſe Sc. fig by the Con 
condly ,T he preſernation of amitie, and the Enter courſe betweene e Mere 
the Reabme of England and their Neighbours and eAllies, and ants Aduen- 


the prewentmy 0 [nnouatuon!,griefes wronges and exattions com- 
trame to the EN — beep. 
ing in eſtimation of Engliſh Commodities, and the brmging in of 
forrexgne Commodities good cheape, Fourthly, T he munten unc 
of the Namgation. Fiftbly, The mcreaſe of the Dueenes Incomes 
and Cuſtomes. Sixtly and laſtly, The honour, and ſermice of the 
Prince and of 0:17 State and Countrey at home and abroad. 

Now that altheſe benefites and commodities ariſe by the 


D Com- 


ture. 
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Companie of Merchantes Aduenturers, I hope by and by, 
plainely to ſheww,and withallto proue, That by the ſaid Com- 
y, all the abouewrnten points are better performed and 
roughtto paſſe, then if all were ſer at libettie as ſoine haue 
deſired, and conſequently that without the ſaid Company, 
fe w, ot norſe of the aforeſaid benefits or Commodities wil be 
ſo well raiſed or redounde to the State, & Common wealth. 


of R ule and Gouernment, the firſt point and Commoditie 
ariſing bythe vnited Company of M. M. Aduenturers. 


SHALL not needto ſay much in 

MN commendation of good Gouern- 
ment, and Policie, as having before 
touched the ſame inpart,and ſhew- 
ed how needfull and requiſite it is 
alſo in matter of Commerce, Trade, 
and the feat of Merchandiſe. Now 
that the Companie of Merchantes 

Aduenturers had forthis point been 

anciently famous, and highly praiſed and eſteemed of Sttan- 
gers,as well as of thoſe of their owne Countrey, and fo con- 
tinueth to this dayſ although much difturbed, and diſquieted 
by new Tulles and Dinockes) I thinke no man doubteth, ſo 
that I take it as granted, that the State and Common wealth 
hereby reapeth inare profit, thenif men were ſuffered to tun 
a looſe, & irregular ccuiſe witheut order,command,or ouer- 
ſight of any: whereby many griefes, hurtes, diflentions, and 
inconueniences, beſides no {mal diſhonout or the Prince, and 
State would in ſliott time ariſe, as heretofore they haue done 
for want ofſage and diſcteet gouernment,of hichtemedie 
ſeeing the aforeſaid Companue is ſufficiently ptouided, and 
that it hath been byrhe experience of fo many Ages, and the 
allowance of ii. Princes ot the reslme approuedanethinkes, 
it were an offence and wrong vnto the State offered to goe - 
bout to alici, ot hinder he ſame: ii ue Cornich oculor * 
T hat 


rn 


A Treatiſe of Commerce. 37 

That the Anatie, and Euter caurſe betweene the Realme of 
England, and their Neighbours, and Allies, are che- 
riſbed, & all Innowations griefes wrongs and exatti- 
ons contrarie to the ſame, are prevented by the main- 
tenance of the Companie of the M. M. Aduenturers, 


lere hath beenof old time, very fraight alliance 
and amitic berweene the Kings of England, and 
&/|| Princes ofthe Low Countries, eſpecially fince the 
gouernment of the ſaid countries came to the hands 
oftze Dukes of —_— among the ſaid Dukes, between 
king Henry p. and F hal, ſurpamed the Good fathe reo ( aries 
{named the Warrionr, which Charles was flaine before the 
town.e of Nantes: This Duke Philip had almoſſ from a childe 
bene brought vp inthe court of England. ſo that between the 
hid king and him, and theſubiectꝰ, was a very firme league, 
fnendſhip,& entercourſe, the cauſes whereof, and oſ the for- 
mer amitie,and league betweene the kings of England from 
K. Ed. 3. and the ſaid Princes ofthe Low Countries, are tec- 
koned to be three principally. Firit the ayd ot the ſaid Kings, 
in the purſute oſtheir iuſt title to the Crowne of France, Se- 
condly, the ſafer keeping of Calce, and the territories therea · 
bouts in the poſleſſion of the ſaid Kings. And thirdly, The 
nearcnes of Flanders, Brabant, Holland, and Zcalund vnto the 
realme,and the commodious ſcituation thereof for the vent 
of Engliſh comodines, in which Prouincesthe Engliſh Mer- 
chãts were at that time ſetled. This neighborly league groun- 
ded vpon the aboueſaid cauſes hath conſtantly continued e- 
ver ſince, but more nearely was confirmed betweene kin 
Henrie 5. and the aboueſaid D. of Burgandie, who lived inthe 
yercofour L.1 420, ſo that ſince that time it harhneuer been 
broken but at the death or change of any Prince, on each 
part hath been renewed, confirmed, & ſometune wgmented 
and namely betu een king Henrie 7.and king iu ſonne to 
the Emperour Maxmuliane, and father to Charles the fiſth 
Emperour, and forthe maintenance, = cheriſhing of che 
| 2 laid 
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ſaid league, and entercourſe,itis wellknowne tothoſe which 
are conuetſant in Hiſtorie ofthings paſt, that ſince the win- 
ning of Cakce, by King Edwardrhe third, inthe yeere 1347. 
The Kings of England haue with great Armies by lande, 
and Fleetes of hippes by ſea,imuaded the Realme of France, 
in che quarrel,and for the ayd of the Houſe of Burgandie, as 
well as for their owne particular claymes, and tight, and eſpe- 
cially King Hearie the fifth, as appeareth by diuets writers of 
thoſe times, and ſince: but to let paſſe ſo old matters, and one · 
ly to teheatſc ſome what of that which hath bene done in the 
memorie of men yet liuing, are not long before, I wil in briefe 
recount ſome ſpeciall profes of that aboueſaid, giuing this 
note by the way.that as the Kings of England,and the Dukes 
of Burgandie were iuyned in league and friendſhip, ſo were 
the French & Scors,that whenſoeuer England had ware with 
France, Scotland had the like with England, ſo thatthe Kings 
of England haue had alu aies double warres with the French 
and Scots together, & haue been forced from time to time to 
keepe to Annies, ſometimes three at once inthe field. 

Ia the yeere 1492. King Henrie the ſeuenth, in fanour and 
ayd of Nlamullane. Archduke ofeAuftrich, and ſanne to 
the Emperout Fredericks the fourth, who had maried the La- 
die Marie, daughter and ſole here to ¶ harles the Warricur, 
fliine before Nantz, as aforeſaid, and againft whom almoſt 
all the Tones in Flanders rebelled and tooke armes, and 
with the ayd of the French beſieged the Towne of Dixmyae, 
the ſaid King ſent ouer the Lord D e, and the Lord 
Morley, wich an — ypon his owne charges into Flanders, 
who taiſed the aforeſaid ſiege & ſlew eight thouſid French- 
men & Flemmin 7 in the place, taking all their prouiſion and 
ordinance: & in the yere following. when Mienport, a Tewne 
lying vpon the ſea-coit of Flanders was beſieged by Monſi- 
eur de Cordes a French man, withewentic thouſand French 
and Flemings,& that one of the principalleſt Towers or Bul- 
warks ofthe ſaid rowne was entted, & held by re enemy, yct 
by the valiant re ſiſtace oſſuch Engliſhmen as were within it, 
and freſh ſupply ſent by the aforclaid king the ſoreſaid Cordes 
was 
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was forcedto leaue the ſaid Towne with ſhame, and loſſe of 
many of his men, and much prouifion. lathe {ame yeare alſo, 
the laid King Henry the ſeuenth ſent an Armie by (ea vnder 
the conduct of the Lord Pomunget, to the aid of the ſaid Arch 
duke Aua imuli n, igainſt the Lord of Rauen cin, Oc ne tall of 
the rebellious Flemiogs, who had taken the Caule & Towne 
of Slu/e (the onely Hauen and Port tu the ſeas of that old and 
famous Towne of Bridges ) but the Lord Pomings recouered 
the ſaid Caſtle by force, and delivered it to Albert Duke of 
Sar me, Generill forthe fore ſaid Archduke. By the ſzuing 
of which Caſtle, and the aboueſaid Towne of Newport, the 
whole Exrldome of Flanders was ſaued out of the hands of 
the French King, whootherwiſe, without the aide of King 
Henrie of Eagland, had ioyned the ſame to the Crowne of 
France, Inthe yeare following, the ſaid King Henrie, in re- 
uenge of the yreat ſcorne and iniune done to the aboueſaid 
Archduke by the French King, partly in returning home the 
Ladie Mergeret,danghtertothe ſaid Archduke, who was 
affianced, and after the maner of great Princes, by Deputies 
maried tothe ſaid French King, and partly by gerting in craf- 
tie ſott the Ladie ie, the only heire of the Dutchic of Bri- 
tame from the ſaid Archduke,to whom ſhe wis matied, ente- 
red France with a great Armie,where the ſaid Archduke pro- 
miſed to meete him with another Armie on his part, and al- 
though the ſaid promiſe was nor kept, yet the ſaid king pro- 
cceded on his purpoſe, beſieged Balles, and finally, coniſrai- 
ned the French King to ſeeke peace ofhim, and to giue him 
a great ſumme of money, withthe which (and great ſpoyle 
got by his people) he returned into England, to his high ho- 
nour and praiſe, without once ſeeing or hauing any helpe at 
all of the ſayd CMarxomlien, 

In the yeare 15 12. at which time the French King made 
warres with Ferdmando King of Spaine. & inuaded his Coun- 
tries by land, King Hemrie the eight {of famous memorie)fent 
an aid of renne thouſand men by ſea into Spaine, vnder the 
leading of the Noble Lord, the Lord Thomas Grey Marquis 
Dotrſed,at the requeſt of the abou mentioned Maximiken, 
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then Emperour,whoſe only ſonne and heire Philip had ma- 
ried /oan,the daughter and heite of the aboue ſaid Ferdinande. 
Twoyeares after this, the ſaid King Henrie,in fauout and de- 
tence ofthe young Prince or intant of Spaine, Charles, grand- 
chi. d to the aboueſaid Ai ilian, and afterwards Emperour 
himſelfe , went ouer in perſon with a mightie armie into 
France,and be ſie gedthe tirong Towne of Terwin,wiich fi- 
nally was yeclded vnto him, maugtre the whole powerof 
Fraunc e: after he had diſcomfited ard ouerthrowne in bat- 
tell the French Armie, ſſay ing eight ot tenne thouſand in the 
place, and taking priſoners the Duke de Longuevile, the Mat- 
quiſſe Rete los and beſides, 240. Lords, Kinghrs, and Gen- 
tlemen of name and honour, In which battell the aboucſaid 
Emperour with at leaf fortie or fiſtie of the Nobilitie of the 
low Countries, ſerued vnder the Kings Standerd, receiving 
wages of him, and wearing the red Croſſe or Cognizance of 
England. Af.erthe rendring over of Terwin, the ſaid King 
brought his Armie before the Citie of Towrnay, or Dernich, 
at that time termedthe Maiden Citie (for that it neuer had 
beene wonne by Prince) but King Henrie got it, and hauing 
taken oidet for the ſure keeping thereof, returned the way 
that he came, being a long manchof6y. miles wich great 
honour and glorie,into England. And in the meane while the 
Duke of Verfolte, and his ſonne the Eatle of Surm had diſ- 
comſited an armie offiftic thouſand Scots, vndet the leadin 
of their King Iamet the fourth, who was ſlaine in the field wich 
fourteene thouſand of his people, xheteof many were of the 


Nobilitie, beſides 12. Eatles, 20. Lords, 40. or 3 o. knights, and 


many Gentlemen taken priſoners. 

Inthe yeare 1514. the ſaid king Henrie the eight did ſend 
a band of 1500. choiſe ſouldiouts, vndet the leading of the 
Lord ¶ Anton, vnto the aide of the Lady Margaret, Regent of 
the low Countries againſt the Duke of Gelderland. 

In the yeare 1 5 30. a perpetuall peace was agreed vpon, 
and ſworn at Pars in France, betwixt the Emperour ¶ barles 
the fifth, the king of England, andthe French king, during 
their three liues : and which of the three ſhould firſt violate, 


or 


* 
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or bteake this peace, the other two were bounde to ſet ypon 
him , as cheir open and ioynt enemie: this — was firit 
broken onthe French kings part. by reaſon of aquarrell be- 
tweene the Emperour and the ſaid xing,whereuponthe king 
of England, for his oath and promiſe ſake, ſent ouet into 


France a great Armie,vnder the —— the Duke of S 


folbe, aud prepared a great Fleet of ſſups by fea, to annoy the 
ſaid Counttie, & by this meanes drew the Scots againlt him: 
forthe Duke of Abey in ayd of the Frenchentred England, 
and be gaa to ſpoile the borders thereof, againſt whom the 
Eaile 8 urrey was ſent, who forced the Scots to retite, to 
their great loſſe and dionour, and entred Scotland at theit 
heeles, burning and ſpoiling the Country afore lim, aud tetur 
ning with great praie and bootie. 
In the yeate 1543 · the ſaid king Henry the eight ſent ouet 
Sir /obu M allp. and other Gentlemen, wich a band of ſixe 
thouſand men, to the aide of the ſoreſaid Emperor { ha let, 
when he went to Landerſey. And in the yeare 15 45. the ſaid 
king in perſon with two Armies went ouer into Fraunce, in 
aide of the ſaid Emperour Charles, at which time he befieged 
and tooke Bullen : but how ill the ſaid Emperour kept pro- 
mile with the (aid king, & aſterward without his knowled ge 
or priuity,made peace with the Freach king, I ſhall not nee 
to ſay much, as being pardly freſh in mans memoric,& partly 
commeaded to writing by ſuch as liued ia thoſe dayes. 
lache yeare 1557. Queene Afarie in fauour of her huſ- 
bandking Php, and by bis procurement and meanes,made 
warres ypon Fraunce,ſending ouer an Armie by l(ea,'vnder 
the Lord Clinton, high Admuall of Englaud, into Britanic, 
where they landed, ſpoyle d, and burnt a great way mto the 
Countrey: And another Armie of ten thouſand men by land; 
yndertheEarles of Penbroke, Bedford, and Rutland by whole 
help king Plul got the ſtrong Towne of F, Dnintins & had 
his will ot the Freoch king. But the Engliſh by theſe warres, 
and breaking peace with France for king Phbpr fake, lott the 
Towne of Cabce, which the predeceſſors of the ſaid Queene 
had kept in ſpight of all France 210. ytares before thadtiine, 
What 
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What other priuie helpes Qu-ene Aerie gaue vnto her ſayd 
Husband,few or none can tell, but it is thought, he had meoy 
an hundred thouſand pounds from her, that all the world 
knew not of. Theſe warres haue the kings of England taken 
in hand, and theſe aydes from time to time haue they giuen 


to the houſe of Bargandie, beſides great, and vnknowne 


ſummes of money lent, in ſo much, that in the opinion of 
men of knowledge and experience, n coſt the Realme of Er- 
gland three ſcore times an hundred thouſand pounds at leaſt. 
in the quarrell and defence of the Princes of the ſaid houſe, 
within the compaſſe of 76. yeares afterthat Aaximilan ma- 
ried with the Lady Mariegdaughter to (harlerche Warriear, 
and heire tothe ſaid houſe. To by nothing of that which hap- 
ned before,and now oflate hath fallen out fince the trou- 
— in the low Countries, in all which the Kings & Queenes 
of England haue ſhewed themſelues faithfull and friendly 
Princes, and good Neighbours and Allies to the ſaid low 
Countries, and ttuly and readily haue holpen, and ſtood by 
the Princes thereof in their greateſt neede and extremitie : 
whereas we cannot reade,thatthoſe ofthe houſe of Burg 
euer made warres againſt Scotland, ot France,in helpe of the 
Kings of England directly: neither wet they or any of them 
euer requiredthereunto but once, and that was in the dayes 
of King Edward the ſixt, being then but eight or nine yeares 
of age, aud at ſuc h time as he had both warre wich Scotland 
and Franc e atnnce, and beſides was troubled with a great 
rebellion of his ſubiects at home: for which cauſe a ſolemne 
Embaſſage was ſenttothe Emperour Charles the fifth, who 
layd before the ſaid Emperour the feeble eſtate of the ſaid 
King Edwards infancie and tender yeares, 20d the commo- 


- tionofhis ſubie cts, euen vpon the neck ofthe warres & trou- 
* bles with Fraunce and Scotland, putting the ſaid Emperour in 


mind ofthe great Armies, which at ſundrietimes had becne 
ſent out of England in aid of his father, and grandfather,and 
alſo ofthe dangerous and chargeable warres begun, and ta- 
ken in hand by King Flenrie the eight, the ſaide father, 
for che quarrell of che ſaid Emperour alone, ac then but an ia- 


av 
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fant alſo, and vader yeares : they did not let further to tel him 
ofthe great paines and trauel taken by the ſaid K. Hemrie, with 
his ſric nds the Princes Electors, & others of Germany, at the 
requelt of the ſaid Empe tout, co preferre him to the Imperial 
Crowne and Dignitie, which he now poſſeſſed and perhaps 
might els haue miſſed, Laſtly,they prayedthe ſaid Empetout 
toremember the ancient and faichfuily continued amitie be- 
twee ene the Emperour and his predeceflours, Dukes of Bur- 
gundie, and the prede ce ſſots of the laid King Edward, & that 
the warres which he now had with Scotland and France, was 
for none other cauſe moued, then in maintenance of the ſaid 
Amitie, and in defence of the Quarrellof the houſe of Bur- 
gundie, and at the requeſt of the Princes thereofonely. Bur 
as the ſaid Emperour had dealt before with Duke Frederick 
of Saxonie, by whoſe meanes eſpecially he attained to the 
Imperiall Dignitie, ſohe did the like with King Edward: 
for cleane forgetting all old and new friendſhip he gaue the 
Embaſſadours vncourteous words, for the alteration of the 
Religion by their King, and would do nothing, except the 
ſame were changed againe into the olde. Whereuponthey 
beſought theſaid Empe tout. that he would at leaft be pleated 
to take into his hands and keeping the Towne of Hallen, not 
long before gotfrom France by King Henrie the eight, and. 
that but for a time, till the ſaid King Edwerdhad quietes the 
troubles with his ſubiects at home. Bur this he wold not yeeld 
yntoneither, except the King would change his Religion: 
whichthe King and his Counſell {hauingthe feate of God 
before their eies)vttetly refuſed, chuſing rachertoluſc eanh- 
ly things, then heauenly: and therefore ſeeiag the Emperour 
would neither giue aide himſelfe,nor ſuffer anie muntion ot 
ſouldiots to go out of his land into England, no not ſo much 
as an armor(as I haue hard) that one of the Embaſladors had 
bought for himſelfe at Hrueſſelles, a peace inthe yeare 1 549 
was concluded with France and Scotland, with the reltoring 
of Bullen, and vpon other conditions according to the time: 
This peace fell out but little to the profire ofthe Einpetour, 
forinthe yeare 155 1. beganae the great warres betweene 
E hun 
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What other priuic helpes Qu-ene Aare gaue vnto het ſayd 
Husband,few or none can tell, but it is thought, he had many 
an hundred thouſand pounds from her, that all the world 
knew not of. Theſe warres haue the kings of England taken 
in hand, and theſe aydes from time to time haue they giuen 


to the houſe of Burgandie, beſides great, and voknowne 


ſummes of money lent, in ſo much, that in the opinion of 
men ofknowledge and experience. coſt the Realme of Er- 
gland three ſcore times an hundred thouſand pounds at leaſt. 
in the quarrell and defence of the Princes of the ſaid houſe, 
within the compaſſe of 76. yeares afterthat Maximilian ma- 
tied withthe Lady Alarie, daughter co (bharlerche Warriear, 
and heire tothe ſaid houſe. To — nothing of that which hap- 

ned before, and now of late hath fallen out fince the trou- 
Lies in the low Countries, in all which the Kings & Queenes 
of England haue ſhewed themſelues faithfull and friendly 
Princes, and good Neighbours and Allies to the ſaid low 
Countries, and ttuly and readily haue holpen, and ſtood by 
the Princes thereof in their greateſt neede and extremitie : 
whereas we cannot reade,thatthoſe ofthe houſe of Burgandy 
euer made warres againſt Scotland, ot France,in helpe of the 
Kings of England directly: neither werg they or any of them 
euer requiredthereunto but once, and that was in the dayes 
of King Edwardthe ſixt, being then but eight or nine yeares 
of age, aud at ſuch time as he had both warte wich Scotland 
and France at once, and beſides was troubled with a great 
rebellion of his ſubiects at home: for which cauſe a folemne 
Embaſſage was ſent to the Emperour Charles the fifth, who 
layd before the ſaid Emperour the feeble eſtate of the ſaid 
King Edward: infancie and tender yeares, and the commo- 


tion of his ſubie cts, euen upon the neck ofthe warres & trou- 


bles with Fraunce and Scotland, purting the ſaid Emperourin 
mind ofthe great Armies, which at ſundrie times had beene 
ſent out of England in aid of his father, and grandfather,and 
alſo ofthe dangerous and chargeable warres begun, and ta- 
ken in hand by King Hemrie the eight, the ſude father, 
forthe quatrell of che ſaid Emperour alone, ac chen but an — 
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fant alfo,and vuder yeares : they did not let further to tel him 
ofthe great paines and trauel taken by the ſaid K. Heurie, with 
his fricndsthe Princes Electots, & others of Germany, at the 
requelt ofthe ſaid Empetour to preferre him to the Imperial 
Crowne and Dignitie, which he now poſſeſſed and perhaps 
might els haue miſſed. Laſtly,they prayed the ſaid Empetout 
toremember the ancient and faichfuily contiaued amitie be- 
twe ene the Emperour and his predeceflours, Dukes of Bur- 
gundie, and the prede ce ſſors of the (aid King Edward, & that 
the warres which he now had with Scotland and France, was 
for none other cauſe moued, then in maintenance of the ſaid 
Amitie,andin defence of the Quarrellof the houſe of Bur- 
gundie, and at the requeſt of the Princes thereofonely. But 
as the ſaid Emperour had dealt before with Duke Frederic 
of Saxonie, by whoſe meanes eſpecially he attained to the 
Imperiall Dignitie, ſohe did the like with King Edward : 
for cleane forgetting all old and new friendſhip che gaue the 
Embaſſadours vncoutteous words, for the alte ration of the 
Religion by their King, and would do nothing, except the 
ſame were changed againe into the olde. Wheteupon they 
beſought the ſaid Emperour. that he would at le aſt be pleaſed 
to take into his hands and keeping the Towne of Hallen, not 
long before got from France by King Hemrie the eight, and 
that but for a time, till the ſaid King Edwardhad quietesd the 
troubles with his ſubiects at home. Bur this he wold not yeeld 
vnto neither, except the King would change his Religion: 
whichthe King and his Counſell / hauing the feate of God 
before their eies)vttetly refuſed, chuſing rachertolſe eanh- 
ly things. then heauenly: and therefore ſeeing the Emperour 
would neither giue aide himſelfe,nor ſuffer anie muntionot 
ſouldiors to go out of his land into England, no not ſo much 
as an armor(as I haue hard)rhat one of the Embaſla lors had 
bought for himſelfe at Hrueſſelles, a peace inthe yeare 1 549 
was concluded with France and Scotland, with the reſtoring 
of Bullen, and vpon other conditions according to the time: 
This peace fell out but little to the ptoſite ofthe Emperour,, 
forin the yeare 1551. beganae the great warres bet weene 
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un, and Hemrie the French king, wherein the Burgundians 
felc the want of their old cruttic friends and Allies the king of 
England, and his people. And vndoubtedly, ifthe kings of 
England had not contiuually aided and aſſiſted the houſe of 
Burgundie, & the low Countries, they had both been French 
before this day: ot if the French King might haue beene ſure 
of England, and without feare thereof bent his whole forces 
by ſea,and by land againſt che houſe of Bui gandie, & Spaine, 
neither ſhould the Emperor haue got ſa much aduantage, as 
he did againſt the French king, neithet haue bin able to haue 
troubled Germany,& the Germane Princes, nor other Prin- 
ces, States, & countties as he did, neither ſhould he have got · 
ten ſo much poſſeſſion & dominion in Italy, and other places, 
as he got, neither lafily,ſhould his ſubiects haue obtained ſo 
eat wealth & riches, nor ſo much knowledge by land and 
— as they haue done, For ſurely, he, and his people may 
thanke the Kings of England for all theſe things: for the ayd 
ofthe ſaid Kings, and the traffique and reſort of the Englith 
Merchants haue bin the priacipall cauſes thereof : & thetſote 
reat reaſon had the Dake of Burgundy to ſeeke the friend- 
ſhip and amitie of the Kings of England,and to cheriſh and 
augment the ſame by Treaties,and Entercourſe ſrom time to 
time, which are yet continued in force: and whereof the 
foreſaid Company of Merchants Aduenturers haue lo good 
notice, record, and yaderltanding, that vpon anie occaſion 
whatſoeuer,they haue them ready ,therby to defend the tight 
ofthe Realme, and ſubiects thereof, againk ſuch as would ei- 
ther wilfully,or vnawares breake and violate the ſame,which 
ought to remaine as ſacred, and vntouched,for the preſer- 
uation of mutuall friendſhip and amitic betweene both na- 
tions, which oftentimes for want of due care, and prouiſion 
on this behalfe in tune, might turne into open ennimitie, and 
alienation of good will, not without daunget of warre in the 
end, if ſome men might haue their willes. As in the yeare 
1564 Des Gr aldo Deſpes Embaſſadot forthe king of Spaine 
in England. at the inſtance of the Cardinall Grawvelle, deale 
with a Stranger, yet living in England, and well knowne 
there 
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there,to draw out a ſiunmarie of all the doleances ofthe low 
Country Merchants, promiſing redrefle therein, or tobrin 
the matter to an open warre : which whether the ſaid ſtran- 
ger did or not. I cannot iulily ſay, bu it is hke enough his bu- 
he head conſidered, and he hath concemed no ſmall dilcon- 
tenement of old, that things go not, as he would faine haue 
them in England, for his one particular fancies ſake, and 
employment, without — the alteration of times, or 
breach of Amitie, which might fall out berweene her Maie- 
ſtie and the States of he vnited low Countries for that cauſe, 
{he might come to his purpoſe, For mmediately vpon this 
followed that violent procceding of cke Dutc he ſſe of Parma, 
in baniſhing of Engliſh Cloth and Commodities out ofthe 
low Countries. by means whereof, the Cemmerce and trade 
for a time ſurceaſed, not without perill of warte berweene 
the Princes and their people. Ihe Compaaie therefore of 
the Merchants Aduenturers are a great obſtacle to the rai- 
fing and bringing in of new,and vowonted Tolles, Impolts, 
txactions, aad grieuances, which otherwiſe the ſubiects of 
the Realme of England, their ſhips and goods would bee 
charged with, and ——— to the Treaties of A- 
mity, and Entercourles, tothe empouetiſhing of the ſaid ſub- 
jects, and the hinderance of the Nauigation : which com- 
methto paſſe by meanes and helpe of their comman purſe, 
and by officers maivtained to kcepe regilter of all chir gs 
needfull, and to defend theſe common cauſes from time to 
time, hen any Innountionorttrange exaction is brought in, 
tending to the hurt & hindrance ofthe Merchants, Mariners, 
and ſeafaring men, and conſequently, tothe clammage and 
preiudice of the whole ſtate. And this a particular man is 
not able to do,for eithet his purſe, ot meanes will not reach 
vnto it, ot elle being loth to ſpend his money andtime, ot to 
hinder his affaires, and trade hereabours, will rather veclde 
vnto a wrong: whereby u commeth to paſſe by little & liitle. 
that the ancient righes of the Realme are either leſſened, or 
inftinged.& that, which ought not to be ſuffered, vowonted 
ullages, taxes, and impoſitions, ate le gen the lubiects, 
- tw, 
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to his great grieuance, and empoueriſhing, and to the brin- 
ging of the Trade into firangers hands only: a thing of long 
time practiſed, and labouted for by them, & chiefly pteuen- 
ted and withſtood by the Companie of Merchants Aduentu- 
rers : which hath ſlirted vp the Eafterlings, and ſome Mer- 
chants of Antwerp of late dayes againtt them the Eaſterlings 
continue til! in their pride of heart and indurate malice, the 
Antwerpians and their new-borne Colledge (the troubles 
growing yponthem )were forced to be quiet, though within 
theſe three yeeres, their firſt and laft(perhaps) Conſul, and 
Secrerarie haue ſollicited the States Generall ofthe vnited 
Prouinces with their complaints and accuſations to embrace 
and renew their old quarrels and pretences, and to ſer vp on 
foote againe their decayed Conſulate, in recompence of the 
good ſeruices heretofore done (which I could wiſh exami- 
ned, for that they vaunt themſelues thereof )and forthe great 
bene fite,that may hereafter redound to the ſaid vnited lands 
by che ſame, as they would haue the ſaid States belecue. The 
true purpoſe and drift whereof is nothing els (as I ſaid) but 
to eat the Aduenturers out of theit trade, as they of Antwerp 
hererofore did the Merchants ofother nations, Portugals, Ita- 
lians,Durches or Germans, and others, whereby they gieatly 
enriched themſe lues, theit prince and countrey : which final- 
ly turned to the hurt, danger, & diſquieting of all other Prin- 
ces and States, as hath appeared by the doings and practiſes 
ofthe late King Philyp of Spaine, and his Confederates. And 
to ſhew that this which Thaue ſaid is true, I will by the way 
more particularly rip vp this matter. 

Eurit, for the Portingall, we know, that like a good ſimple 
man, he ſayled euerie yeare full bungerly (God wot) about 
3. Parts of the earth almoſt for ſpices, & when he had broughe 
them home, the great rich purſes of the Ant — td- 
ie cts of the King of Spaine, ingroſſed them all into their own 
hands, yes oftentimes gaue money for them before hand, 
making thereof a plaine Monopoly: whereby they only gai- 
ned,and all other nations loft, For that the ſpikes be ing in * 
mens handes, were ſold at ſuch a tate, as they liſted to theit 
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owne priuate Jucre and gaine,and to the hurt and damage of 
all others, 

The Italians, Engliſh and Germane Merchantes, were 

wont to haue a very profitable, and good trade into Italie 
"with Kerſ yes, and other Engliſh,and forreigne commodities 
ſeruing that Countrey, but a litle before the troubles of the 
Lew Countryes, the Antwerpians were growne intothat 
trade, and were become the greateſt dealers that way, and 
further. to eAlexandria, Cypress, Iripolie in Sia, and other te- 
mote places ſetuing the ſame more then auy other, wih lin- 
nen cloth, Worſteds,Sayes, Tapeſtrie,& other Netherlandiſh 
wares, by meanes whereof the ſaid Italians, Engliſh and Ger- 
manes were forced to leaue that trade, ot to doe very little. 

The Dutch or Germane Merchants had the whole trade 
in their one handes, of all Commodities brought to eLar- 
werpe from other places, that ſerued Germanie, buying vp all 
themſelues, and carying them to the Townes and Mares in 
their owne Countrey : but in a few yeeres the Antwerpians 
had alſo — got that trade, and the Getmanes in a maner, 
did nothing, ſot the other in all the Marts, & Faires in Durch- 
land, bate the chiefeſt ſwindge, and ſerued the ſame with 
Commodities of all Landes, and of all ſorts, ſothat looke 
what the Germane vſedto get. chat they got, eating as it were 
the bre ad out of his mouth. 

As for the Eafterlmgs, they had begun a Staple of their 
Commodities at eAntwerpe, but in the opinion of wiſe 
men. if it had long continued, it would haue eaten out cleane, 
and conſumed their Marchantes and Marriners from the 
Seas as they beganne not alle to be diminiſhed by thoſe of 
eAmflerdem and other, but new vpſtatte rtownes1n Holland, 
wich their great number of Hulkes, and other Shippes: of 
the Spaniſh trade. and Merchantes of Spaine, becauſe they 
were King Phitps ſubiects. there is not ſo much to be (aid, but 
yet the Antwerpians had meanes, to get a good fleece from 
them too : forthe Merchantes of Fnrwerpe beeing of great 
wealth, were able to ſell choſe Commodities, which belt ſer- 


ue Spaine, and the Indies, at of payment, and by 
3 meanes 
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meanes thereof did ſet them t ſuch high, and deare piices, 
that when the day es of payment came, and the Spaniard lac- 
ked his returnes, to keepe credite with, hee was forcedto run 
vpon the Exchange, or Inteteſt, till his ptouiſion came in, by 
which time his gaines was conſumed by viarie, and many 
times ſome ofthe principall : beſides, they [1.1 the Spaniard 
their worlt wares, and c:rryed the choyſeſt themſelues into 
Spaine, whether they traded more, then all the Spaniards in 
the land did. For the trade of the Marchants of France : there 
hath beene oſten warte betweene that Countrey and the 
Dukes of Burgundie, as hath been aboue partly touched, 
by meanes where, there hath beene much colouring of 
ood berween the one Princes people & the other, and that 
— and cunningly, that the eAntwerpians aboue 
all the Marchants be ſides, were as privie, expert, and skilfull 
in all the Frenchtrickes, and indirect trades and conuey an- 
ces, as the Frenchmenthemſelues, by reaſon whereofintime 
of peace the French Merchants were much endamaged, and 
hindred:for the e Latwerprens ſerued Germanie,Spaine,Por- 
tingale, Eſtland, and their neighbours of the Lowe Coun- 
tries, with ſuch things as the Frenchmen themſelues vſed to 
ſell, and vent in thole places: Now let vs looke a while into 
England and take a vie w. what the eFatwerpiens and other 
Netherlanders, principally thoſe of Antwerpe, haue done 
there, and you ſhall find that nut paſt 80, yeeres agoe, there 
were not in all Lon lun aboue t welu: or ſixteene Low Coun- 
trie Marchanc,and amongſt theim, not patt foure of any cre= 
dite, or eſtimation, Fot the Merchandiſe which they then 
brought into England moſt. wete ſtone pottes bruſhes, pup- 
pets, and toy es ſot children, briſtles ſor ſhoomakers,and ſuch 
other pedlery ware ef ſmall vale , and ſometimesa litle fiſh, 
and three ot foure peeces of linnen cloth, but in leſſe then the 
compaſſe of fortie yeres following, there were in London, at 
leatt one hundred Netherlandiſh Merchantes, the moſt pare 
whereof were of eFarwerpe, and thither they brought all 
kinde of wares, which the Merchantes of Italie, Germanie, 
Spaine,France,and Ealtland( of all which nations there —— 
e 
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before that time ders famous and notable rich Merchants 
and Companies) vſed to bring into Englaad out oftheirown 
Countries dite ctly, to the — damage of the ſaidſtrangers, 
and ofthe natural! borne Engliſh Marchants, which Engliſh 
Merchants and their trade alfo the Netherlanders (but eſpe- 
cially thoſe of Antwerpe)as much as in them laye, euen then 
ſought,and practiſed to deliroy, and ouetthroxe, and ſince 
hath beene many yeres about it, which in good time was diſ- 
couered, and by diligence and trauaile of the Merchants Ad- 
uenturers principally,nor without their great colt and charge 
hath been hitherto withſtood and prevented, and ſo will bee 
{till ſo long. as that Companie continueth on foor, let the o- 
ther tepine and mutter at it, as much as they lilt, and ſeeke to 
croſſe and hinder the Aduenturers whereſocuer they cin 

rocure audience with their vaſeaſonable Remonſtrances, 
ſpicefull Declarations,& harſh Complaints, to the raiſing vp, 
as much as in them lyeth, of the like ſtitre and diſagreement 
berweene her Maieltie,and the States ofthe vnited Nether- 
lands, at this tune, as happened in the yeere 156}, vader the 

ouernment of the Dutcheſſe of Parma, Re gent fot the late 
king Phil of Spaine, at that time in the Lowe Countryes: 
when asthrough the complaint ofthe Merchants of Antwerp 
ptincipally. & of others of the {aid Low Countries, againſt the 
railing of the Cullome of cloth, & of forreigne wares, brought 
into England, & ſpecially againſt an Act of Parliament made 
forthe ſetting of her Maieſties people on worke, by vertue 
wherof forreign wares, as pinnes, knives, hats, girdles,ribbin, 
and ſuchlike,were ſorbiddẽ to be brought in ready wrought, 
to the intent, that her Highnes ſubiects might be imployedin 
making therof,the ſaid Dutches of Parma by ptoclamatiõ for 
bad the carying into Englidof any kinde of matter, or thing, 
wherwiththe ſaid wares migh: be made, & baniſhed out of 
the Low Countries all Mannſaftwre,or handywork,as bayes, 
& c. made in England, cloth & kerſye only excepred , which 
alſo ſhe afterwardes forbad to bee bronght in vpon paine of 
confiſcation,vnder ſhew, or prerence of infection, (fer that 
the plague had reigned very ſore in London & other places of 


the 
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the Realme that Summer) but in very tueth the right cauſe 
was,for that ſhe could not haue her will in the aboue mentio- 
ned points, and tooke that time of mottalitie, & want of trade 
in England to be the readieft and fitteſt opportunitie to at- 
taine theteunto. So that . the Merchants Aduenturers, 
after they had kept theit Clothes & other goods aboord their 
ſhipsiarhe Riuer of Thames, and Scheld fiue moneths toge- 
ther and might not be permitted to land them at Amtwerpe, 
were at length forced to depatt wich the ſame vnto the zowne 
of Embden,in Eaſtfriſeland, where they obteined priuiledges 
and contracted for a free Commerce with the two yon 
Earles Egdard and /obn, andthe Lady Anne Counteſie of OL 
denburghe their Mother Anno ig 64. whoneitherfeared nor 
found any comagion in the Engliſh and their Commodities, 
and by this meanes brake the violence of the aforeſaid Dut- 
cheſſes intention, erecting their trade in the aboueſaid rown, 
and leauing eAmwerpe and the Low Countries , whereupon 
King Philip and his miniſters grieued ſore that they could not 
haue theit will of her Maieſtie, and her Highneſſe ſubiectes, 
and that they mult forgoe ſo profitable a Milch- cowe as the 
Engliſh Trade was vnto the Lowe Countries : an Edict or 
Proclamation was ſer foorthin the Monetli of Maye ofthe a- 


Prohibition of all hguſaid yeere, That no perſon in the ſaide Lowe Countries 
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ſhould haue, or vſe any Trade with the Engliſh at Embden, 
buy any Cloth or Engliſh Woollen Conunodit ie ofthem, or 
carry them any wares vpon paine of confiſcation of the ſame.: 
then the which dealing what could be more iniurious, or e- 
nemy-like in time ofopen warres? But herein the ſaid King 
not onely ſhotat the State of England, but withall hee en- 
dammaged other Nations, and particularly thoſe of the Em- 
pire, as though no Countrie Merchantes ought to trade any 
where, but in his Countries, and when, and where, and with 
whom it pleaſed him, thereby to hold all the whole trade of 
Merchandiſe in his Netheilãds alone, forbidding vpon paine 
ofloſſe of goods the Imperiall Merchantes,as well as others, 
from occupying, buying or ſelling within the limite gf the 
Empire, as though he had been Emperour hiniſelfe, aũd more 
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then Emperour : In which point hee touched very EN .. 
top and height of the Emperiall Crowne and Dignitie, in 
that being but Duke of Hur gundie, & that in reſpeR but a ſub. 
ie& ofthe Empire,he tooke vpon him perempeorily,to com- 
mand,reftraine,forbid;and iniuriouſly co breake the old, and 
ancient freedoms,and liberties of:he Empire freely yeelded, 
and ſo long religiouſly maintained and kept, as well toward 
allthe ſubiets, as towardes all the friendes and Allies of the 
ſame,amongſt which friends the Engliſh haue been continu- 
ally not theleaſt, or lat, as ferching their originall out of the 
ſaid holy Empire. At length when the king of Spaine,for all 
the inſtigation of the Netherlanders and popiſh miniſters, 
ſaw that hee could not preuaile, and were at a ſtand, hee and 
they were glad and _ to come to a ptouiſionall agree- 
ment, and to accept of ſuch priuiledges and liberties, as the 
ſaid Netherlanders enioyed in England in the laſt yeere of 

. Maris reigne : which was the yere ofour L. 1558.and to 
call in all thoſe foreſaid Placates, Edictes and Prohibitions, 
made againſtche Engliſh,and bringing in of Engliſh wares, 

And although inthe yeere following, and the yere 1566. 
a diete was held at Bridges,for the taking vp, and compoun- 
ding of all variances difficulties and grewances, by cenaine 
Embaſſadoursſent from both Princes, yet nothing was con- 
cluded. the Cuſtome about the which the firſt and moſt que- 
ſtion grew, were for al the Netherlandiſh Merchants wrang- 
ling and importunitie coatinued,as having beene erected in 
Queene Carier dayes(King Philp their naturall prince be- 
ing married to her) and the former agreement made inthe 

yeere 1564 between the Queenes Counſell and Don C 

mn de Silna Embaſſadout for the abovefaid king ſloode, and 

ſo remayned in fotce til the yere 15 68, when as the D. of AL 
ua in the Low Countries, and king Phil throughout Spaine 
cauſed the perſons, and goods of the Engliſh Merchanres, to 
be arreſted, and ſtayed vpon this ocesſion: ir happened inthe 
aboueſaid yeere 1568. that a great ſhip of Biſcaie , und foure 
pinaſies which the Spaniards call e Iſſabres, were chaſed 
certaine men of warre belonging tothe Prince of C 
: F the 
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the Hauen of t: in which great ſhip were the valew 
WI oft · vo hundred thouſand Piſtolettes, which money the Spa- 
lll niſh Embaſſadour at that time in England, Don Giraldo De- 
it ſpes, required to haue delivered ts him, as belonging to the 
| king his Maſter, with conſent to conueigh the ſame to Ant- 
| l werpe vnto the Duke of ¶Alua, which was granted him, but 
while he attended order ſtõ the ſaid Duke, about the ſaſe ſen- 
ding ofthe ſaid money, het Maieſtie came to the knowledge 
that it did not belong tothe king of Spaine, but vnto cenaine 
Merchants of Genwa, & that the Duke of lua nee ding mo- 
ney, meant to leaze vpon the ſame, and turne it tothe K. vſe. 
Which the owners fearing, choſe rather, that it ſhould te- 
maine inthe Queenes hands, Whereupon,her Maieſtie cau- 
| ſedall the money to be landed, ſaying that ſhe would borow 
nn it of the Italians, u ich their good will and liking, and ſopre- 
| ſeruc it from the French, who threatnedts fetch ic by force 
The Duke »f 41- out of che Hauen where it lay. The Duke as ſoone as hee had 
ua arreſieth the knowledge thereof ſudenly commanded all the Merchars 
feen and goods Aduenturers to be arretiep at eAntweype,and cauſed them to 
\ ms. be kept ſaſe inthe Engliſh houſe, with a cempany of Dutch 
eiſewbere in the ſouldiets: he commanded alſo the ſhips and goods of all he 
Low Councreys, Engliſh Merchants as well at eAnrwerpe as elſewhere, to be 
attac hed, and inuentatiſed, which he afterwards fold ro Fer- 
| nando Frias a Spaniard & others,to the vſe ofthe K. of Spaine. 
'F When her Maieſtie vnderſtood of this haſtie and vnaduiſed 
| dealing ofthe D. Alua. ſhe gaue leaue vnto her Subie cts for 
their Indempnitie,to arreit the Nethetlandets & their goods 
in England: By the meanes of theſe generall arteſtes on both 
ſides, the trade of the M. M. Aduenturers ceaſed at Anwerp, 
but for the ſale ofthe commoditie ofthe land, they dents 
| conttacted with the Towne of Hamborongh, and there helde 
| their Martes onely for a time: The Duke of Alus on the o- 
ther fide to hinderthe trade, and conſequently to hurt the 
| State of 2 74 laſt day of March 1569. by ſtraight pro- 
| clamation forbad all dealing with the Engliſh, either in cat- 
rying them any wares,or buying ofthem Engliſh. commodi- 


nes, co be brought into the lo Counties, appointing for the 
| © more 
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more ſeuere execution thereof certaine ſpyes,orpromorers, 
among the which as principall, was Doctor Serie, of whoſe 
ſhameful & weldelcrued puniſhment & end, there is yet freſh 
memory; but theſe differences andtroubles,were afterwards. 
in che yere t 5 74- at a Diete held at Briſem taken vp& 2gre« 
ed, & the Entercourſe was renewed & confirmed ia ſuch ma- 
ner, as was concluded at Bridger in the yeete 66, to the high 
honour and commendation of her Maieſtie, who medled not 
wich one penie of the arteſtes goods, but gaue the ſame who» 
ly ouer vnto her ſubiects, in recompence of their loſſes in the 
low Countries, and honourably contented the owners ofthe 
money (abour the which the quethon & trouble firlt aroſe) 
for the ſame: Whereas tothe contrarythe king of Spaine ne- 
ver recompenced his ſubiectes for their damages, but as is 
ſaid, converced ali the Engliſh Marchans which hee 
found ia the low Countries ot in Spaine to his owne vſe,with= 
out having the leaſt conſideration of che loſſe of any man. By 
the aboucwritten diſcourſe wee may perceiuethe ſleightes, 
ptactiſes, & induſtrie of the Ae rm, and Netherlanders, 
to dra we the trades of all nations into their one handes, the 
proud, vnneighboutly, yea enemilike Edictes and Proſcrip- 
tions of the Duicheſſe of Parma, ypon the vnteaſonable com- 
plaintes & demands oſ het Merchants, no doubt egged on by 
the Cardinall Granvelt in hatred of the Religion ptoſeſſed in 
England:the raſh & vaaduiſed arreſts,& deraining ofthe per- 
ſons, and goods ofthe M. M. Aduentures & others inthe Low 
Countties, and Spaiae,by the K. and the D. of Ila the He- 
roical courage, wiſedome, and equitie of our grarious Queen 
in defence, and telieſe of her ſubiets,wronged & ſpoyled in 
barbarous ſort,contrary toreaſon,& agaialt the Entercourſe, 
and Treaties ſworne, and eſtabliſhed een both nations, 
and the Princes thereof: And laſtly. the great care, & trauaile 
of the M. M. Aduenturert in the middelt of all theſe tr: ubles, 
and their exceeding great loſſes, & hindetances, to ſeek, and 
procure a olace,Firl at Embd, thẽ at Hamborewgh, forvent of 
the commodiie of the tealme, and maintenance ofthe trade 
wherby ſa many e and deſtruction wherok 
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hath been the principall marke and purpoſe of allthe aboue 
mentioned complaints, edicts, proſcriptions, and arrefts, and 
is now at this day of all the violent machinations, and work - 
ings of the king of Spaiue, and his miniſters and fauourers (to 
which partie the Hanſes adioyne themſelues with might and 
maybe) thinking thereby to flirre vp ſoine notable com- 
motion, trouble or diſorder in the State ef England, and fo 
the ſooner to bring to paſſe their long purpoſed bloody, and 
treacherous practiſes againſt the precious life of her Maieſtie, 
(whom the Bord long preſerue amongſt vs) and againſt the 
true Religion, and Churchof Cu 1 $T planted in her High- 
neſſe Dominions, and in ſteed thereof to ſer firangers ouer 
vs and to reeſtabliſh poperie, and ſo laſtly, bring the whole 
Engliſh people and fubieRtes ofher Maieſtie into mi/erable 
ſhuerie ofbodie and conſcience, vnder an vngodly and ſu- 
itious nation, from the which the Almighty GOD in 
mercy keepe vs, and ourpoſteritie,that wee may ſee peace 
in our dayes, and that there may beereft in the Chutch vnto 
the end ofthe world. But to returne to my purpoſe, 


That the better and greater vent and aduancement of Eng- 


liſh Commodities, and the bringing in of forreigne wares 
. (good cheape)is procured by the Company of Merchants 
Aduenturers. 


HE next benefite which atiſeth to the 
Prince and State by the maintenance of 
che Companie of the Marchantes Ad- 
uenturets is, The better and greater vent, 
and aduancementof Engliſh Commodi- 
U ties, and the bringing in good cheape of 
torre igne wares. Which to be ſo, not N which hath 

paſſed heretofore, but alſo freſh experience hath ſufficient] 
manifeſted : for firſt it is plaine, as hath been aboue touched, 
chat in times long paſt, and euen of late yeeres,the M. M. Ad- 
uenturers did ſettle themſelues in ſome one towne ofthe low 
Countries, aid there Rapling the W — 
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otherthe commodities of the Realme of England,in good 
and merchantlike order, and vader good & prudent Gouern- 
ment, did attend the Merchants ſttangers, which ſhould re- 
paire vnto the ſaid Ton comonly termed the Mart Town) 
to buy the ſaid Clothes, Kerſies. &c. or to ſel, ot bartet vnto the 
Merchants Aduenturers ſuch forreigne commodities, as were 
molt fit. and neceſlarie forthe Realme of England, by means 
wherof great numbers of Merchants of Eaftland,Germany, 
Italy, and almolt out of all the Townes and Provinces of the 
lowe Countries,reſorted to that mart town: and there in moſt 
ample, frjiendly,and merchantlike maner did traffike, & deale 
wich the ſaid M. M. Aduenturers, whereby the Engliſh Com- 
modiies were kept and holden in ſiagular eredit & eſtimati- 
on, & all kind of forreigne wares were returned, & brought 
in at reaſonable & low prices, not onely to the good of the 
Common wealth of England in generall, and the benefite 
ofthe M. M. Aduenturers in particular, but allo tothe great 
fatisfaction,contentment,& good liking of all the aboue ſaid 
forreigne States & people: inſomuch, that ſome great per- 
ſonages,drawne with the verie report of the ſeemly dealing, 
cariage,& orders ofthe Company of M. M. Aducturers, haue 
repairedto the Mart Tone, o behold & ſee the ſame. 

This courſe deriued from common reaſon, and appro- 
ued by Experience(the ſurett Doctor in the ſchoole of mans 
life) many yeerestogetherhath beene obſerued, and con- 
tinued in the aboueſaid Company, as a principal point, & one 
of the maine poſtes, & pillers of the ſame. Fot firſt, it cannot 
be denied, that to aduance anything, & to make it of price 
and eſtimation, is to bring it in tequeſt: Secondly, to bring it 
in tequeſt, is to draw a concoucſe & multitude to defire it: 
And laſtly, the beſt means to draw a Concourſe & multitude, 
in to appoint a certaine place, whicher men may commodi- 
ouſly te ſort. here alſa if they may find. not onely that which 
they deſire & haue need of, but wichall may vent that which 
their Countrie bringeth forth, and hath plentie of, it is a dou- 
ble cauſe & allurement to inuite them to ſuch ccncourſe and 
flocking together. Fromthisreaſon is the order &infticution 
F 3 of 
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ofthe Mart-Towne ſo long, and fo ſeriouſly practiſed and 
maictained by the Merchant AduEcurers, which to be ſound- 
ly and well grounded, I thinke no man will gainſay : next, 
late expererience as well at home, as abroad, hath taught vs, 
that when another courſe was liked of by ſome, & that divers 
ofthe Company had disbanded themſelues, and held not the 
aſoreſaid commendable & Merchantlike courſe, but erected 
vnto theinſclues a private,irregular,and ſttagling Trade, the 
commoditie of the Realme lay vnuented, or grew to be ein- 
baſed, & ſold at lower prices then before. For when as about 
fourteen — paſl, ia the 2 90 yere of her Maieſties reigne, 
the Wool growers, Clothiers, Weavers, and others lung 
vpon Cloth. making, wanting their accuſtomed commodity, 
gaines, and worke, made a grievous complaint thereof, it 
was thovg'"t to be the only expedient to remedy this ſore, to 
giue libertie to all her Highneſſe ſubiects. and others, to buy 
and tranſport Cloth, according to the limitation ofthe lawes, 
anie grants or priuiledges by her Maieſties Prerogatiue here- 
tofore to the Merchants Aduenturers graunted notwirhflan - 
—— we ſaw, that the maladie was neuer a whit the bet- 
tet, but tather grew worſe & worſe, inſomuc h that the poore 
people in er and Gloceſterſtrere, luing a holly vppon 
Cloth- making, in great numbers were readie co growe into 
a mutinie for this cauſe, to the ſingulat reioycing ofthe ene- 
mies of her Maieſtie, and in particular ofthe Hanſet, v ha de- 
fire nothing mote, then the ouerthrowe ofthe M. M. Aduen- 
rers and their Trade: thereby finally entending to diſturbe 
the peace ofthe whole Realme. At length, xhen all men ex- 
Red nothing elſe but an aboliſhment, and diſſoluin g of the 
aboue ſaid Companie, as the ſole and onely cauſe of all this 
griefe, the ſetting vp of the Steelyatd againe, & the equalling 
of all the — others in the Realme, in ttanſporting, 
and carrying out of Cloth : none of all theſe things fell our, 
butto the contrarie,thole of the ſaid Company were ſent for, 
and after they had beene heard, and had made knowne the 
true cauſe of the aboueſaid ſore indeed, they were willed to 
proc eed in theit trade, wich promiſe of aſſiſtance, and coun- 
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renance from my — of che Counſell: . 
aſſuredlie theit Honors would not haue done, if that they had 
ſeene, that the late innouation ot libertie had brought forth, 
or was likely to bring forth the promiſed effect: ot that with- 
out the ſaid Companie of Merchants Aduenturers, ſo great a 
quantitie of the woollen commodities of the Realme could 
be vente d, as in former times, when the ſaid Merchants Ad + 
uenturers were maintained, and backed in their ful Priuiled- 
ges andRights. 


He Merchants Aduenturers were at this time encom. 
bred with no ſmall diſhculties: for that neither of their 
Mart-Townes (Embden and CHidaelburgh ) were very ſaſe, 
ot fic for the vttetance of their Commodities, nexther knewe 
they where to find aplace convenient for that purpoſe. For at 
Atiddelbowrgh, partly through the continual loanes of gteat 
ſummes of money, vpon the necke one of another required 
at their hands, without warrant or atthoritie from her Maie- 
ſtie, and partly through the feare of danger they were put in 
by the Earle of Lexcefter, then Gouernour of the vaited pro- 
uinces, the Trade was in a manger holy dampe d, and diuetſe 
of the ptincipalleſt ofthe Companie in that place, almoſt in 
flying maner, withdrew themſelues & their goods into Hol- 
land. At Emden on the other fide, ings were in no vetie 
vood tearmes, by reaſon 5fthe Duke of armes prevailing 
in the prouinces next adioyring,and that the States ſent their 
men of warre into the river of Ember, whereby the tride by 
land grew exceeding penllous, and by water rroub!eſ:me 
& chargeable : ſome alſoto mend the matter, ſticked not to 
put into mens minds a ſuſpition ofthe Count Erdardot Hal- 
friſe land, as a ſectet Penſionet & favorerofihe King of Spain: 
and ſure it is, that his chie fe Officer Och Freez, then Droſfatt 
of Embden,ſhewed kimſelfe by many ſignes & actions, verie 
much inclined to the Spaniſh part. The Han/es alſin the vere 
1582, at an Aſſembly of the Empire at A»sbwrgh,by fauour 
& aſſiſtance ofthe Spaniſh miniſters,& of the Princes & Pre- 
lats of the Romilh religion(the melt part whetof were 35 the 
de- 
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deuotion ofthe houſe of Auſtricb)had vpon their complaints 
and iniurious informations obtained a Decree, forthe expel- 
ling ofthe Trade and reſidenee of the Merchants Aduentu- 
| rers out of the Empire, and otherwiſe by new occaſions of 
[| loſſes, ſuſtained at ſea by Engliſh men of warre (though no- 

thir.g were done tothe contrarie to the law of Nations) were 

| ſo incenſed,not onely againſt the ſaid Merchants Adventu- 
rers, but alſo againſt the whole Engliſh name, ſo that there 
was litle or no hope or liklihood to find any friendſhip, or 
| ood entertainment at their hands. 

1 The Companie, all theſe difficulties notwithſtanding. ta- 
4 | king new courage, and moued in dutie towards her Maieltic, 
| | — and their Natiue Countrie, in the yeare 1587. ſent their 

the Hlumbureer: Commiſſioners Sir Ri hard Salronſtall Knight, at that time 
of new prixiled- their Gouernour,and Doctor Gules Fletcher, a Ciuilian, vnto 

ges. Hambrough with foure ſhips loaden with cloath, to tie the 
minds of that people, and whether they could procure a teſi- 

dence in that Towne agame (whitherthey were invited by 

| letters of the 19. of Auguſt 1586. from the Senate) The 
| Hamburgers notwithſtanding their ſaid letters, by the inſti- 
4 gation of the Duke of Parma, who atthis time was wholly 
| intentiue in a maner tothe matters uf England, and had inck- 
ling of a commotion doubted among the Commons there, 

for want of worke (the appeaſing or encreaſe whereof much 
| depended vponthe M.M. Aduenturers Trade, andthere- 
| fore ſought by all means to diſtutbe it) held themſelues verie 
nice and coy, and having daily in their Counſell Doctour 

Weſtendorp of Groeninghe, ſent thither by J erdigo, Gouernot 

of Weſifriſeland for the King of Spaine, delayed and dallied 

with the foreſayd Commiſſioners, ſo that after much labour 

| ſpent, nothing in the end was concluded:for the Hamburgers 
i! being certified by the aboueſaid Doctot Men dorp, 27 
great prepaiation in hand, & the inuaſion intẽded by the king 
of Spaine againſt England, oſ the happie ſucceſſe whereofhe 
— and preſumed much: and of the which the Ham- 

| urghers (it ſhuld ſeeme)conceiued no ſmal hope, ypon eue- 
| tie dayes newes either confirmed, or recalled that, which — 
ore 
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fore hand with much: a do, had beene paſſed & agreed ypon 
berweene them, and the Merchants Aduenturers Commiſ- 
ſionets, excuſing this their light dealing ſometime by the vn- 
williagnes of their Commons(whoſe conſents, as they ſayd. 
they could not obtaine) otherwhiles, by want of authoritie 
from the teſt of rhe Hauſer, without whole priuitie and lixing 
they might not conclude any ſuch thing: and yet they had 
written the comrarie in the a ſaid letter, in theſe words : 
Neque tamen ad has neſtras privatas Con/ultationes reliquar uns 
Cuntatum ( onfederataris con enſum requirendum arbitranur, 
So that in fine the Commiſſioners being wearied with theſe 


delayes,and finding that at Stade, a Towne not farre diſtant S of the 
from Hambourgh,the Trade might be wel ſeared,thither they wwe of Stade, 


repaired, & procured a reſidence, & Priuiledges there inthe 
moneth of September 1587. I hisrown of Stade is an ancient 
free Towne of the Empire, in che tertitorie ofthe Archbiſhop 
of Breme,who as protectot oftheTownegh2th a Tolle there, 
but no other command. It is ſituate from the river of Eb a- 
bout two Engliſh miles, out of the which is a creek called the 
Swinge, which ebbeth and flou eth vp to the Towne, and is 
able to carie a ſhip of foureſcore or an hundred tunnes, and 
maketh a ſafe and quiet harbour forſhips in all weathers. The 
Towne ſtandeth vpon the maine land of Germanie, onthe 
hicher fide of the Elb, a dayes iourney from Bremen, three 
dayes journey from Fmbden, as many from Caſſell in Heſſen- 
land, ewodayesiourney from Lunenburgh, and from Ham- 
bourgh ſixe houres: verie neere and conuenient for u, 
Freeſland,and the parts chereabouts: in the wir ter ſeaſ n and 
—.— bettet & commodiouſer then Hamborr 2h, for 
tranſpotting, and ſending of goods to ani fro the ab uc i id 
Townes and parts of Dutchland. In this Tawne therefore ly- 
ing ſo commodious and fit for trade, though old and vnfre- 
quented, the Company at their one great cofts & charges, 


by their aboue ſaid Cemiſſioners, obtained Priviledges,with Priviledres ob- 
the allowance and good liking of the Archbiſhop & Chap. tained at Seads 


cer of Breme:andthere they found great & quicke viterance 
of their cõmodities at good rates & prices, Merchants reſor- 
G 
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ting thicher from all parts, forinche whole Towne of Stade 
was not one Metchaut before the Companie of M. M. AduZ- 
turers comming thither, but they lwed py all the in- 
babitants thereof vpontillage, feeding of cattell, ſwine, and 
other husbandrie: the Towne alſo with the houſes and buil- 
dings thereof, was almoſt vtrerly decayed, and growne tui- 
nous, but in the ten yearcs that the Company reſided in that 
Tone, there was atirange altetation, ſo that indeed it grew 
to be another Towne in regard of that it was before: & as the 
eſtate of Stade mende d daily, ſo the Trade increaſes, till the 
publication of the Emperours Mandate in the yeare 1597. 
the end of which Mandate, a blind man may ſee tobe none 
other then through the fideofthe M.M. Aduenturers to hurt 
and wound the ſtatc of England; that is. by the ſubuetſion of 
that Companie, to ſſop the vent of Engliſh Cloth, by the 
which ſo manie thouſands are fed and ſuſtained in the land, 
and muſt want if the Trade faile, to repoſſeſſe the Hanſes with 
thcirold antiquated, and obſolete Priuiledges, no way ſuffe- 
rable by the Prince or State and to gratifie the Capitall ene - 
mies of this Realme. And therefore I could wiſh all :he wel- 
willers, and louers ofthe Common- wealth and late of En- 
gland. and all the good ſubiects of her Maieſne, that through 
enuie, or miſconceit they ſeeke not, ot protute the decay or 
hinderance of the aboue ſaid Company, leaſt nawares they 
ioyne hands with the common enemie, who ſeeketh not on- 
ly the ſubuetſion of the (aid Companie, but alſo of this w hole 
Realme,from the whichthe Lord in mercie pte ſeme vs. 

By that which hath beene aboue ſer downe, ] doubt not 
but it already in part appeareth, how true it i by late expert 
ence at home, that the Commoditic of the Realme can nei- 
ther ſo well, not in ſo great quantitie be vented by any other 
courſe, as by maintaining the Aduenturers in their trade and 
Priuiledge : for further proofe whereof, and that forreigne 
wares are by this meanes brought into the land at the more 
reaſonable rares, let vs ſee what hath happened abroad, and 
conſi ler the particulor doings of ſome fellowes aud brethren 
ofthe ſaid Conipauie. 


In 
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In the yeare 15 84. and a few yeares before, ſome of the N an 
Companie had found out, and vſed a Trade tothe Towne of h 


Norenberghe, and other parts of Germanie, contrarie to the 
olde good orders of the Companie, eſpecially that which for- 
biddeth trade out ofthe Mart Townes, ordained for the kee - 
ping in credite, and bettet vent of Engliſh Commoditie, and 
briagiag in oftorreigne wares good cheape, & at reaſonable 
ric es. So that where the Trade was before times in che Mare 
— berwecne Engliſh and fotteigue Merchants, it was 
now growne/eſpecially in the Towne of Enden jto be be 
eweeuc E: giuſh and Engliſh Merchants, Thoſe which vſed 
this trade, tu excuſe their doings, alleged, chat they did tranſ« 
port and carie fromthe Mart Townes as great a quantitie of 
Clothes, Kerhes, and other woollen commodities,and at as 
good ptices, as the Merchant ſtranger did, or would do, and 
that they. braught to the Mart-Townes as much forreigne 
Ware, and that as good,, and as good cheape, as the 
Straunger Merchantes could doe, and therefore, if the 
Merchants Aduenturers were not of an enuious diſpoſiti- 
on, they could be content, that their one Countrey-men 
and brethren ſhould rather gaine then firaungers, Here- 
untoic was anſwered : That although all chis were true, and 
graunted (as it was not, for that much might be excepted 
theteagaiuſt) yet all men of ſound reaſon and vnderſianding, 
might eaſily ſee and peteciue, that a Commoditic ſought for 
at che Mart Townes,is more eſteemed by the ſeeker thereof 
there then if ic were brought home, and offered hin to ſell at 
his owne doores : and the Merchants prouerbe is (7 hat there 
i twentie in the hundred difference betweene, Will you buy * and 
wil/yowſell? ) And thert fore, admit that theſe Traders to Vo- 
renbergh did tranſport ſr6 the Mart tones as many Clothes, 
Kerſies, &c. as the ſtrange Merchants did, or would do, yet 
could not the ſaid Clothes, Kei ſies, & c. beate ſuch price aud 
eſtimaionin Norenbergh, and other parts of Germany, being 
there offred ta ſe! by Engliſh, as they wold do,ifthey were to 
be ſold by ſtrãgers, or the natur als ofthe place, ſur the aboue 


writte teaſon the like might beſaid. & vuderſtood of forreign 
G3 Wares, 


ont of the Mary 
towns, 
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— — — as good cheap at the 
leatiinthe Mart Townes, as they are to be bought at the 
Scrangers owne doores : beſides, it was found, that, as ſome 
ſorts of filke wares were in a greater quantit ie then heteto- 
fore brought by the ſaid Norenbergb trade ts into England, ſo 
were the ſame wares much falhfied,& empaired,in reſpe of 
their former goodnes and ſubſtance, ſince the beginning of 
the ſaid new & diſordered Trade & dealing: over and aboue 
all this, who knoweth not that the Merchants ſtraungers are 
either ignorant for the molt part, or haue not ſo perfect ad- 
viſe from time to time, as the Engliſh Traders had, how En- 
gliſh & ſorreigne commodities riſe & fal in England? By res- 
ſon whereof, there is more aduantage in ſelling to the ſaid 
ſtrangers, & in buying ofthem, then in dealing with the En- 
gliſh Norenberge traders: for that they, or their frieads are 
weekly inthe Cloth-market at Londen, & ſo may. & no doubt 
do take knowledge, v hat price euety ſort & kind of Cloth, & 
Kerſie beareth: & then, being thtoughly acquainted with the 
Exc hange, do calculate the rec kening of che ordetly Mer- 
chant Aduenturer , & ſhare him ſuch gaine as liketh them: 
and {hen they bring their forreigne Commodities to the 
Mart Townes, knowing before hand what is in requeſt in 
England, they either ſell the ſame at exceſſiue prices, or as 
they lit chemſelues,or ſhip thẽ into England: & often reſer- 
uin g the beſt wares to themſelues. do barter & ſell the refuſe 
in the Mart Townes: to conclude, they buy forrcigne wares 
at Norenbergbe, & elſewhere vpon credite, for the current 
anſwering whereof, (as is well to be prooued) they ſell their 
Engliſh Clothes and Kerſies at vile and baſe prices, ſo taiſing 
their gaines vpon forteigne ares, & caſting away the com- 
modities of the Realme : and thus the ſſtange Merchants are 
put from their accuftomedtrade wirhthe M. M. Aduenturet 
in the Mart- Towns for Eugliſh cormmodicy,& the M. M. Ad- 
uenturem f16 buying of forreigne wares artheltrigers hands, 
as much as lyeih in the (aid Norembergh Traders. Laftly, 
whereas it was fayd by then: that if the M. M. Aduentureti 
were not of an envious diſpofuonghey would be consent, 
aud 
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and wiſh that their —— and brethren ſhould ta- 
ther gaine then ſtrangers : The M. M. Aduenturers are here 
in wrongfully charged, for they can be very well content, ta 
ſee their Countreymen,much more their brethren ro thrme, 
and gane. but whe as ſuch gaine(reaching alſo but to a few) 
is much more hurtfull to the Common weale of England, 
and to the genera!l bodie ofthe Company of M. M. Aduen- 
turets, theu beneficiall to the ſaid few perſons, trader: to Na- 
renbergbe, and other places out of the Marte rownes, there is 
no teaſon, but that it ought to be forbidden, and cut off: for 
ſuch private and ynwonted trade between Engliſh and En- 
gliſh1inche Matte tones, and ſuch ſtragling by free, and vn- 
free Engliſh vſed in Germatie, and the townes of the Lowe 
Countries out ofthe Marte tones, is ſo vnſeemely, vamer- 
chantlike,and farre differing fromthe ancient, laudable, and 
right Enaliſh manerofthe M M. Aduenturersour Predeceſ- 
ſours ia formertimes,& is ſo offenſiue to all forreigne States, 
and people,as nothing can be more : and hath been well ſeen 
and percemed in the Hamburghers bc Exrle Edgart of Emb. 
den, who were much diſpleaſed t the difordered trade at No- 
renbergbe and elſewhere: ſaying that they had ginenthe Ad- 
uenturets leaue to trade with all kinde of forreigners in their 
cities, but had no meaning, thattheircities ſhould bee vſed 
as through Faires, by trading from thence into other partes of 
the Empire,thereby to hinderthe repaire offorreigne M. M. 
tothe ſaid Cities: the faid Earle went further, & compelled 
ſuch Engliſhmen astraded to Norenberghe,copay Tale. not 
only fot ſuch clothes, xerſyes & Engliſh wares as they ſhould 
tranſport & carry from FH. bur olſo for ſuch ſorrcigne 
wares as they broug'n from other partes vnto Embden tothe 
rem preiudice ofthe State, & ofthe M. M. Aduenturet . ho 
by Priviledge were before free of ail Tolles, & ea n 
whatſocuer cither inwards ot ourwards, & ſure y it may bee 
preſamed thee the Henſer derived that their Falle ſlnderof 
the Compatiie of M. M. Aduenturers. in charging them with 
AM ſrom none other hend nor ground then from this 
difordred trade vſed between a fewe vabcidled and priate 
G 3 Euglſh 
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Engliſh andEngliſh withia the Marte-townes, and without 
the Marte-rownes into the parts of Germanie , whereby they 
ſhew an exorbitant, and vnſatiable deſire, and greedines of 
gaine, as not content with a reaſonable trade in the Mane- 
towne, but inc hroc hing as it were, yponthe whole trade of 
thoſe patts, and of other men which cannot chooſe, but be a 
great ey-ſore;and offence to all ſerreigne, and Nrange Mes- 
chaots. Nou, although I hope by this time it ſu ſicten. ly op- 
peareth , that the governed and well-orcered trade of the 
M. M. Aduentuters Companie,is fare to be preferred before 
a diſperſed,ſtragling,and promiſcucu: trade, ſo that t need- 
eth no further proote or demon ſtration, yet becauſe fone 
men hold this to be againſt che libettie ofthe ſubiect. & tun k 
that the Adue ntureti by their orders, reflraine or limite the 
Cloth market at home it ſhal be neceſſarie for theſe mens la- 
tisfaction alio, to ſay ſomething further of chis matter. Firtt, 
it is true that num quo communias ec miu: and itwereto be 
wiſt. ed. that there were enough fot every man, but that will 
neuet be: ſurthermote he looſeth a piece of his libertie well, 
that being telitained of a litile, ſateth berrer in that eſtate, 
thenifhe were left to his owne greedy appetite: for we haue 
ſecue by experifce,that many inen in our time leaping from 
their ſhops and retayling,whereinchey were brought vp, and 
gathering great wealth, & taking vpon them to be M. M. and 
dealers beyond the ſeas, haue infewe yetes growne poote, or 
ſo decayed in ſlate that they might well have wiſhed, that 
they had neuet left their former trade, & vocation, but ſuffe- 
red others quietly to enioy their priuiledge,and diſgelied the 
loſſe of a lizle ſcrap of libercyghuntfull to themſelues & rightly 
beſtowed vpon othersfor tuch ſeruices, deſetts, & conſidera- 
tions, as no other ſubiect need to enuy them for the ſame, or 
to be agreeued there at. except they wil chalẽge the Prince of 
partiality, or aoteo haue a due care of the ſubiect, or ſay that 
the preferment or exemption, which one mi bath more,and 
before another in the Common wealth, is 2gainſt the libertie 
ofthe ſubie,& ſo bring in aa ilfaueuted confuſion, or into- 
lerable equality, by viurping vpon other mens rights, & patri- 
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mony ſo dearely obtained, and ub their great and exceſſiue 
charges and traue l. maintained certaine hundred yeres toge · 
ther. as the Freedom whichthe Company of M M. Adue ntu- 
rers ininyeth, hath been. But ( I pray you) let vs ſee what 
would follow ¶ the ſe men had that which they ſo much de- 
fire de contend for,ſurely nothing els then ihit which huther- 
to we have ſcene to haue fallen out: neither can there any 
better end come thereof. chen heretofore ofthe like. For ex- 


ample : The Engliſh had at the Narze in Lieflend,a proficable 71, ,,.,14. 
trade, and good ſales for their Coumtey coinmoditie 2 good dealing of the 
while together, till at length in the yere 1565. 8 number of Eng! ragen 
fragling Marchants re ſorting thithet out of this Realme, the . I\grae. 


trade was vttetly ſpoiled, infomuchthat many ofthem u ent 
about the towne with cloth ypon their armes, and nieaſures 
in their hands, and fold the ſame by the eLrſme,a meaſu e of 
that Counttey,cothe great imbaſing of that excellent Coin- 
modive,the diſcredite of our Nation, and the finall impoue- 
riſhing, and vndoing of many of the ſaid ſtraglets, which 
being made kno'ane to her Maieſtie, and her Highnes right 
Honourable privie Counlell, order was taken at the next 
Parliament, that the Towne of Narse ſhould be comprrzed 
within the Char:et of rhe CMuſcouie Company, to pre uene 
the like pedlarlike kinde of dealing euer after,& the making 
vile ofthe principalleſt commodity of the realme. Which one 
example among other. may ſeiue forverificatic of that which 
hererofore hath bene ſaid againſtthe ſtragling & ſingle Mer- 
chants trade in Woollen commodity, wheriv further may be 
noted that which by experience is founc true, that in the vn- 
ouerned ſingle trade, the firſt commer maiteth the Markey 
himthat commert|: after, and at his returne maketh halle 
(as his maneris ) to prevent thoſe chf llow, he ſetteth vp 
his wares at a high price, which afterwards are hardly pulled 
down to a lower rate: the which is other Weinthe gerne d 
trade ofthe M. M. Adnenturers: for comming together, and 
at one inſtant to market, or their Mart Towne o here they 
are priwledyed wich cõditions & exemptiõ to the it owne li- 
King & for the furcherance ofthe Commerce, ſuſficient order 
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mation of the commoditie ofthe land without v 
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# raken forche preventing one of anocher, & ke ine 


mogioed & as impudetly publaſh 
gling trader. anting all the about ſaid helps & means, lyeth 
open to ſundry wrongs, incbuenienc es, & grieuaces which to 
ſtrangers are incident & comon in ſtrange places & thereby 
are made ſubiect to many exactious, ne tolles, & exceſſiue 

ments & charges for one cauſe orother, & conſequently 
as ſoone im iſhed & diiuen from their trade by the for- 
reign Merchants, or after they haue made the forteign M. M. 
acquainted with the trade. or eaten out by them: which alſo 
would happen to the M. M. Aduenturers,ifthe M. M. Aduen- 
turets ifthey were not ſo vnited, and held togethet by their 
good gouernmet,& by their politike, & merchantlike orders. 

Here it may be obie cted, that the more buyers there are, 
the quicker ſales,& higher prices, and therefore of all others, 
as well of the M. M. Aduenturers migi tra nſport Cloth, the 
more would be ſold, & the prices would be the highet: To this 
I baue ſufficiently anſwered before & prooued the contrary 
by cxperience fetched from the twenty ninth yeere of ber 
Maijelties —— 28 all, both Engliſh and ſſrangen, that 
would, were by letters Pattents directed from her Highneſſe 
to the Lord Treaſurers, enabled to buye and tranſport Eng- 
liſh cloth, & fot that the Charter of the citie of London d 
not bee in the way, or an hindrance hereunto (by reaſon that 
vnfree men are thereby reſtrained from buying and ſelling 
within the ſaid citie, and that the ordinarie Marker-place at 
that time for Cloth was in Blackwell-hall) the ſigne ot the 
George at Weſtminſter in the Kings- ſtreet was appoirted a 
market · place, ſot ſuch Clothiers co reſon vnto as would take 
the libertie ofthe aforeſaid Lettets patences,burwhat folow- 
edrhereof? I could neuer yet leatne, that one Wayne load 
of Cloth was vnloaded at the ſaide place, neither that the 
Steelyard Merchants nor any of her Maieſſies ſubiects fo en- 
able d as aſote ſaid, did euet take benefit by the ſame for four- 
tie elothes, one man yet luing only excepted, who ſince (asl 
baue 
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—————— h the Con- 
iunction of many difficulties not here inſerted, thoſe 
which haue beene aboue touched, So that not the want of 

was the caufe ofthe comlpaiae of want of worke,'and 
trade at that time, but rather the aboueſaid cauſes, For it is 
very well knowne,that the Company of M. M. Aduenturers 
is ſufficient and able enough, = ouer many to buy vp, and 
vent all that Cloth, and thoſe ſortes of woollen commodrie, 
made aud endraped within the Realme,wherewith they vſu- 
ally deale,and which ate vendible in the Countries, whicher 


they trade beyond the ſeas: for they ate not ſo ſewe as 3500, 359% H 
perſonsin number enhabicing London, & ſundry Cities and 7 — 


partes of the tealme, eſpec ially the tones chat lye conueni- 
ently for the ſea, ot which a very great many vſe not the trade 
for that ic ſuffic eth for al. but are conſtrained to get theirliuing 
by ſome other meanes: and tothe the end that thoſe which 
are tradets may be equally and indifferently cared and foried 
ſot, and that the wealchie or ncher ſort with theit great purſes 
may not engroſſe the whole Commoditie into their owne 
hands, and ſo ſome haue all, and ſome neuer a whit, there is a 
ſtint, and reaſonable proportion allorted, and ſet by an anci- 
ent order & manner,what quantitle either at once, ot by the 
yere cuery man may ſhip out or tranſport, which he is not to 
goe beyond norexceed: which whele flint and proportion, 
it it were ſhipped, or trapſpotted out of the lande, would a- 
mount ynto yerely the le quãtitie of al the cloth of thoſe 
ſorts made in the R hich the Merchants Aduenturers 
deale in, wherby it i that this ſtinting is not a reftraine 
or limitation ofthe Cloch marked ( as ſome of late haue miſ- 
conceiued) but rather an ceconomicall, and diſcreerpartiti- 
on ot approprotioning among the members, and enof 
the Coinpany, oſthe commodities, and benefits of the __ 
5 H 0 
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o that the wealthier ſort are not forgottẽ, but withal are kept 
from eogroſſing the whole trade, contrarie to the vſe and 
maner ofa: well ordered Common wealth, or family, where in 
all are ptouided fot, and not ſome ſtarved for want, vhileſt o- 
thets are ſwollen ypto the eyes with fat and plentie : For it i 
merry in Hall where beards wag ge all, according to that olde 
right Engliſh Prouerbe of our Anceſtours, who full well va- 
derſtood what belonged to good houſe keeping, and ptacti · 
ſed the ſame beitet then in theſe our dayes is vied, the more 
the pittie. 


That the Navigation of the Realme, is maintained and ad- 
wanced by the Companie of the M. M. Aduentnurers, 


INC E the erection of the Com- 
pany of M — rs, and — 
ther Cornpanies trading Riis, Eaft- 
Lund. Spaine, Turiie, &. the Nauiga- 
uon of the Realme is metueilouſl 
increaſed in number of ſhip- 
ping, and of able, and skilfull matters 
N & Mariners,in ſo much that whereas 
| | withintheſe Co. yeeres, there were 
not above foure ſhips, beſides thoſe of her Maieſties Nauie 
Royal, about the bunthen of120 Tunnes, within the River of 
Thames, there are now at this day to be found pertaining to 
London, and other places lying vpon the ſaid River a great 
number ef very large and — e Marchants ſhips, fit as 
well for the defence of the Realme (if need were) as ſor traf- 
ficke,whereof a god part are ſet on worke by the ſaid Com- 
panie of M. M. Aduenturers : the reaſon whereofis, that this, 
and other Companies tranſporting at once or at one inſtant, 
a great quantitie of goods and ware, and being to make te- 
turne of the ſanie in forreign commodities, do go infleets,or 
with great & warlike yeſſels well furniſhed, & this inaver of 
going in fleet to the — AZ 
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— — goods of the ſubieRs of the 
ealme, which amount to a great vale w, and would help the 
enemie, and hurt our State very much, iſit ſhould come into 
bis handes, being thereby able to defend themſelues from 
ſpoyle and violence, ſo that fince the troubles beganne with 
Spaine, not one ſhip ſer out by the Companie of M. M. Ad- 
uentuters hath beene taken by the enemie, whereas the ſin- 
gle Merchant going where, and when he liſteth, and net able 
to ſer a good ſhip on worke, caſteth ho we to come of 
cheape, and either ſhippeth in firangers, or prouideth him- 
ſelfe of ſmall veſſels and Piokes, to ſerue his turne for ſmall 
antities of wares, and fit to flie, or run away if hee ſhould 
chance to meet with the enemie, and yet hee is many times 
ſnapped vp and made apraye to Dunkerkers,and other Sex- 
touers, both to his one, and the publike hurt, as we haue of- 
ten times knowne of late yeres, wherby it appeareth that the 
Nauigation of the Realme is maineimaned, aduancec, and 
encreaſed by the vpholding of the Company of M. M. Ad- 
uenture ra, and ofthe later ä allo, 


That the Queenes Cuſtomes and Incomes, are augmented 
by maintaining the Companie of M. M. Aduenturers. 


IP xi] HE likereaſonks forthe incre Hag ol ber 
6 Maeſhes Cuſtomes, and Incones, asis 
F 


8 F| for the Naug ation : ſor if the good and 
1 N | ſerviceable ſhipping of this Realme bee 
C8 A l mainerained, betteted and increaſed 
— == by the great Trade and Trafficke of the 
mpanie, and if that greater quantities of Cloth are 


—— and vttered by them in forreigne partes, then i 
all were free and ſet at large, as hath beene aboue plainely 
and throughly proued, it followeth neceſſarily that the ir ſaid 
vnited trade is more aduantageable, and ye eldeth more am- 
ple and certaine nouns, and encreaſe to her Highneſſe Cu- 
ogle, N ragling, or _ trade by any meanes 
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can doe: The Cuſtome alſo which the ſaid Company pay- 
ech,commethia yerely,& at certaine tines in tound ſummes 
and payments, wherby the turne ofthe Prince, and State is 
the better ſerued vpon any occalionof need of money: wher- 
as the payments ofthe _—_ Merchants come in by driblets, 
and ſhall parcels : and hereunto the good orders of the 
ſayd Compaaie, are no ſmall helpe,cſpecially in tranſportati- 
oa, or ſhipping outwardes, for that the moli patt oſthe Com- 
modities, xhich the Marchants Aduenturets carry out of the 
Realme, being ſhippedin appointed ſhippes at London, the 
ſaid Company haue their certaine ouetſeers, by whole order, 
and appointment they ſhip that which they ſhip, and when 
the goods ariuc on the other ſide of the Seas, there are alſo 
officers who at tend, and take view ofthe Packs,Fardels, and 
other parcels of Commoditie landed, preſenting , and en- 
forming of luch, which they finde to haue ſhipped in other 
maner then was appointed them to ſhip, or not to haue en- 
ered and paydtheir Cuſtome and dueties rightlyto het Ma- 
ieſtie, who are ſubieR to ꝑreat penalties, and forſeitures for 
the ſame : this courſe deuiſed for the better collection of an 
Impoſition levied by the — vpon Cloth and other 
things for the maintenance, an ng of the ſaid Com- 
ny, doeth not onely the better make kno wen vnto them, 
— alſo vnto her Highneſie Officers of the Cuſtome-houſe, 
what eue ry man ſh:pperh away, ſo that by this meanes the 
Cuſtome is the truelier, and fuller payed, whereas the firag- 
ler ſhipping his Cloth and other Commodrie in couert ma- 
ner, hugger-muyger, and at obſcure Portes, haue more 
aduantage, and meanes todefraude her Maieſtie ofher due · 
ties and rightes, then thoſe which ſhip at Landen, and other 
reat Port Townes, either by falſe entryes, colouring of 
traungen goods, and corrupting the Cuſtomers, and o- 
ther Officers who, for the mol? pam being needie perſons in 
thoſe ſmall, and remote Portes of the Realme, are more rea- 
die to take rewardes, and cloſelier may doe it, then the Offi- 
cersof the Cuſtomes at the Port of Lenden: to ſay nothing of 
the greatquantiryoffocreiga wares brought into the "_ 
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by the Merchants Aduenturets, the Cuſtome whereofis bet- 
tet, andtruliet pail, then if the ſtraglet. or ſttan get liad the 
importation or pꝛment thereof, ot of the like quantiie, and 
if the Records were ſearched; no doubt, but it would ſo bee 
ſound. Fot it was uot without ſome cauſe, that heretofore we 
haue ſeene ſo great ftaternitie, familiatitie, kindnefle, and in- cf, mer; of the 
warde friendihip berweene the Officers for her Maieſties out Ports lac 
Cuſtomes, and ttrangers, and that the ſaid Otficers aboue all % the 24. . 
others,now wiſh them againe ſo heartily,and call ſs loud fox ee. 
them, as though no the State were dangerouſly dmided,& 
vnkindly at iarre with her ancient allies, and beſt forreigne 
friends, and therefore time to prouide againtt a defolation, 
which the land is ready to fall into { for want of theſe deare 
Allies,and kind friends forſooth)whileft no man is found,that 
layeth it to heart, and bringeththem in again. Surely this is 
well preached for ſtockfifh and Rheniſh wine; &c. The Al- 
derman of the Steelyard, & Fmannel ven Meteren have great 
cauſe to giue them thanks, but not her Maiellie, ot the State: 
the reaſons I haue ſufficiently laid open, and ſhewedin this 
Diſcourſe, whereunto I referre the indifferent and diſcreete 
Reader. As for thoſe Strangers, who haue cermed the Com- 
panie of Merchants Aduenturers,” A Prizate, Particular, and 
Preuenting ( ompany, or haue written, ot foreſpoken in that 
fort of the ſaide Company, if it be ſo. as theſe Cuſlomers ſay, 
they haue thereby well ſnewed the it axill in P. P. & that they 
are not onely ſtrangets to out ate and common wealth, but 
wichall priuie ynderminers, and mali ofthe good thet- 
of : and let theſe Cuſtomers, while warne other men, 
be wiſe, and warned themſelues alſo, leaſt by their too too 
much leaning vnto, and fauouring of ſuch ſtraungere, they 
not in the end bad Cuſtomers to her Maieſtie, and con · 
— corrupt and vnnaturall members of their Countrie 
and State: & withall let them vndetſtand and be well affured 
that the Merce hants Aduenturers boch know. and regard the 
eſſentiall parts, grounds and pille of Traffike, & of old time 
haue put them in practiſe, and yet at this day do quiether, bet- 
ter, and certaialiet obſerue & mainrame them, then the Cu- 
H 3 ftomers 
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fromers of the oui- ports { Iteare me) do their office: Laſtly, 
where they ſay,that the M.M.Adventurers by a bare and idle 
pretence ofthe word Order, and orderly tranſporting ofthe 
Credite and Creame of the Land / ) have brought the 
trade thereof to a kinde of confuſion, and themſelues into 
ſuch a Labyrinth, that beſides the diſtreſſe of che Clothiers, 
with all their dependents, and generall complaints at home 
(to their honorable Lordſhips endle ſſe oftence, and trouble 
at the Councell table) the Commoditie it ſelfe is empaired, 
abaſed, and in a ſon deſpiſed, & c. Surely, either their incelli- 
e hath deceiued them, ot they ſhew themſelves to bee 
caried with a malicious ſpirit: for who knoweth not, that the 
Trade of the Merchants Aduenture rs is not in a bare or idle 
ace & ſhe w, but in very deed the moſt orderly and beſt 
— Trade that may be? True it is chat foine ſtrangers and 
others ( poſſibly eftheſe Cuſſomers familiars & fre uds) haue 
by open, and couert means at home and abroad endeuoured 
and done theit beſt to bring the (aid Trade to ſome notable 
eon fuſion, and thuſe ofthe Companie into a labyrinth, to the 
empaiting and embaſing indeed of the Commoditie ofthe 
land ;but,thanksbe to God, and our alwayes gracious Ladie 
Queene, they haue not yet had their wils, neither ſhall they 
(I hope) thoughtheſe od Cuſtomers tooke part with the ne- 
uer ſo much: and therefore they may well hold their clacke, 
and be content. bke ſubiects, with that, which thoſe in high- 
eſt authoritie haue ſo long found good, & decreed,ſhall be ſo 
in their viſedomes, and not take ypon them like controller, 
to checke the doings which either of ignorance they vndet- 
Rand not the ground, and reaſon of, or through malice or vn- 
vaturall affection towards ſtrangers more, then their one 
y-men, doe miſconceiue, and miſreport of: but be- 
cauſe 1] haue oſten made mention of the Hanſes in this Diſ- 
coarſe, it ſhall not by che way be amiſſe, toſhew what theſe 
Henſes are, and what bath paſſed berweene this State & them 
in mans memotiſ e. 
The Hanſes or Eafterlings,as they are commonly called, 
are people of certaine ſret ton nes in Duchland either lying 
onal F vpon 
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ypon the ſea, ot ſome nauigable rwers:and were in old time Original of the 
two and ſeuentie in number, as they lay : whereof Lubecke of | raps their 
the Wendiſh, &ranſwick of the Saxn,Dantzichof the Pruſſe 22 ins Ex 


and Callewfince t was of late yeeres reecwed into this con- 
federacie ofche Weſtfahſh Townes(for into theſe foure 

ot names they are divided) were, and are the chiefelt, Theſe 
Townes, by reaſon of then ſituation, and to put a diſtinction 
berweene them and other free Townevof the Empire, were 
jn old time called in Dutch An zee eden,or Townes on the 
ſea · de, ot for breuities ſake An/e/che,or Hlanſeſcbs ſtrden, and 
ia our laoguage Hanſe fleder, ot Hanſe mms. I heſe Townes 
having vnited themſelues for the lea-trade and commerce, 
were full of good and great ſhipping, and had anexceeding 
great trade and traffike in all the Eaſt countrie wares & cor 
modities, to wit, Corne, Stockefiſſj Waxe, Hempe, Steele, 
Maſti, Firre - poles, Dele - boords, pitch, Tatre, Sopeaſhes, &c. 
ſerving diuers lãds & places therwithal, & with the ir ſhippin 2 
in timeof need, by means whereofthey got vnto the mſclues 
large Pliuiledges and ummuaitiet, to their great bene fite, ad- 
uantage, and enriching, and in out time they had their hau- 
ſes or places of reſidence in this realme at Londow,in Norway 
at Bergben,jn Ruſſia at Nowogrode,and inthe lowe Countries 
at Antwerpe, whither they remoued from Bradges : cath of 
theſe Houſes had their Chiefe or Alderman, and Aſſid ancs, 
witha Secretarie, Treaſurer, Steward, and other neceflarie 
officers, bur all of them held corre ence with the Fown 
of Labech,, as head of all the H Townes. Theſe Aldermen 
and Aſſiſtants had power to exerciſe: Merchants law amon 
themſelues in theit houſe at London, called the Steehard, 55 
named, by reaſon of the Steele, which they in great quantitie 
brought thichet to ſell, and is a verie large and ſpacious houſe, 
lying vpon the Thamisfide,for that they were ertoyned to 
dach all in one houſe. Among other their Priuiledges in En- 
gland, one was, That they might caric our, and bring in their 
Wares and —— ſot an old Cuſtome of one and 2 
quarter vpon ndred, & thereby ere exempt from all 
perſonal at recall charge pr contribution, whichall other 
Mer- 
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Merchants are ſubie& vnto, ſaue that in time of neede, they 
were emoyned to repaire,and helpe to keep one of the = 
of London,called Bybopsgate.Now in King Edward che thirds 
time, Wooll was the beit Merchandiſe of this land, and the 
cufiome thereof the chiefeſt income which the Prince re- 
ceived, as amountng yearely to the ſumme of 65. ot o. 
thouſand pounds: which was much inthoſe dayes. And we 
reade that in the yeare 1355. there was granted by a Parlia- 
ment to king Edwardche third, Futie ſhillings vpon exchſacic 
of wooll to be caried out ofthe Realme in — ye ares, ſo that 
the ſaid King might diſpend euerie day one hundred Markes, 
whichin fixe yeares ume,amountedto fifteen hundred thou- 
ſand pounds,reckoning for an hundred thouſand ſackes of 
Woolla yeere tranſported, fiſtie ſhillings vpon each ſacke: 
This woolle was for the molt part vented in the Jow Coun- 
tries, and there wrought and endrapedinto Cloth: but in pro- 
ceſſe of time the Drapery and Att of making of Cloth was 
brought into this tealme, and the Han/er, who before time 
bought all their Cloth in the low Countries, and fo caried 
theni vpwards, did now buy much Cloth in England, and 
traaſpotted the ſame continually vpon the old ſinall Cuſtom, 
which at the firſt was ſer ſo low, for the furtherance of the 
new begun Draperie, and Arte of making of Cloth, bur at 
length it being growne yerie great, and 1 Wooll trade al- 
molt holy decayed, it was found — the Prince and * 
loft exceedingly, by the pafſing out of Cloth vpon the (a 

ſmall — ee — — 
her mariage with King Phibp, in the yeare 1557. and by his 
meanes the Cuſtome of Cloth, Kerſie, and orher Woollen 
Commodrie, beſides forreigne wares, was raiſed from 14. 
pence to fix ny 8. pence the Cloth. to be payed by En- 
gliſnmen, and 1 3.ſhillings & fouce pence by — 
— the ſame;by means wherofthe caftome of cloth en 
draped wichiri the land. was brought to bee equal! with che 
cuſtome of Wooll, when it was moſt, & when the ſaid wooll 
was caried out vnwrought, and was draped inthe low Coun- 
men. Againftthis the rr 
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theirpriuiledges ſolong agoe graunted, and by many Kings 
confirmed vnto them, © they fad, but ſot that in the yeare 
1550. vnder King Edwerdchefixth, vpon due examination 
of their pretended Priuiledges, there were many deſects and 
faults found therein, and forthat the Hanes for diuers abuſes, 
and falſhoods in colouring, and freeing of forteigne 

luch, hic k ought not to enioy the libertie ofthe Hanſes, be- 
ing none of their vnion ot confederacie, and for other cauſes, 
hadbeene by a Decreeofthe Councell adiudged to be fal- 
len from their ſaid Priuiledges, part whereof were preſently 

reſumed & called in, eſpecially that which concerned the ca- 

ing out of Woollen Cloth: they obtained no remedy all 

that Kings dayes, but ſince they haue beene offered great fa- 

uour, 28 - that which followeth ſhall appeate. But not con- 

tent herewithall, they made their often cõplaints to the Em- 
perours Maielty,ofche wrong done them, in ſeazing oftheir 
Priuiledges in England. Firlt, in the yeare 15 64. at which 
time the Engliſh Cloth was baniſhed out of the Low Coun- 
tries by the Dutcheſle of Pa, ſor the cauſes heretofore ex- 


Aſſembly ofthe Empire at Ausburge, charging the ſaid Mer- 
chants Aduenturers, that they had taken away the ſaid Han- 
ſer priuiledges in England, to the end, that they might haue 
the whole Cloth trade in their owne hands, and ſo by their 
Monopoliſh dealings make Cloth deare inthe Empire: ſet- 
ting allo price before hand ofthat which they ſell, and of that 
which they will buy, and ſo committing open Monopoly. 
Whereupon the Emperour wrote vnto the Earle of Embden, 
commaunding him to baniſh the M. M. Aduenturers out of 
his Countrie, as Monopoliſh perſons, and hut ſull to the Em- 
pire. The Earle diſcreetly — that her Maieftie 
might, and could eaſily anſwer the ſlanderous complaints of 
the Hanſet, charging her Highneſſe wich wrong done vnto 
them, as ſhe did. by her letters ſent to the Emperourin April 
1581. by M. George Gilpin, at that time Secretatie to the Com- 
pany:& that the ſaid M. M. Aduẽturers were now in downs 
I 


Some of the Han- 
ſer calummation 


preſſedinthis Treatiſe, & that the M. M. Aduenturers helde f he xc. 
their Marts at Embden:andafterwardsinthe yeare 15 82. at an M- Adventurers 
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of Embden nomoreto be accounted Monopolians, then they 
were heretofore in Antwerp, and of late at Hambargh,during 
the it teſidence there ten yeetes togethet. & vpwards, did not 
only not put the ſaid Decree or Commande ment of the Em- 
perour in execution, but tooke vpon him by his Orator at 
Spieres,to defend the Trade ofthe M. M. Adventurersinthe 
Empire, and to iultifie the entertainment ofthe into his coun- 
trie, wherein Doctor William uller, at that time Chancellor 
to the ſaid Earle, and ſince Suindicus of Hamburgb, was a chiefe 
Counſellot or actor: ſothatthe Emperout, for that time, was 
well ſatisfied withthe Eatles doings and anſwer: and the ſaid 
M. M. Aducturers continued their trade at Enden, til that by 
the D. of Parmaes too neere and bad neighbourhoag, and o- 
ther vrgent cauſes, they were forced of neceſſitie, & for the 
beitet vent of the commoduy ofthe Realme, to ſecke for a 
new place, and finally, to agtee with the Sreders, as is aboue 
at large tehearſed: how beit the Hanſes here ceaſed not, but 
perſiſted in their former purſuits & Complaints, till the yeare 
1597. at which time the ſaid Hanes were much endamma- 
ged at ſeà by Engliſhmen of warre, ho by vertue of a Pro- 
clamation ſet forth by het Maieſtie, tooke many ſhips of the 
Eaſterlings going into Spaine with corn,ammunicion,& fur- 
niture for 22 — which was made good bootie & prize; 
which doing cauled the Hanes to haue the better audience 
in their complaints, the yeare before by Don Franceſco de 
Mendoza, Admiral of Arragon,in the name ofthe K. of Spain: 
and the Archduke Albert highly recommended to the Em- 
perour, & earneſtly ſollicited vnder pretext of withſtanding, 
and chaſtiſing of Pirates and ſea · robbers: to the forwarding 
of this buſineſſe holpe not a little, that in May and Tune 1597. 
Florence Earle pf Barlamom, Doctot George i eſtendorpe, and 
ohn van Nickercken,Counſellors, were ſent vnto the King of 
Denmarke, & to the Hanſe Towns,& namely to the Town of 
Lubecie, on the behalf of the King of Spaine,& the Archduke 
Albert, Theſe Embaſſadours comming to the ſaid Towne of 
Labecke,did in writing declare the ancientfricdſhip between 
the houſe of Bur gundie, and the Hanſe Townes,& how =_ 
e 
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the ſaid king had aduanced & recommeded their cauſe vnto 
the Emperour,touching then Priuiledges in England, by the 
means of his Embaſſadour Den Gmillame de F. ¶ lement, reſi- 
dent at Pragbe:They alſo complained,that the Hanſe townes 
vſed ſo mn. trade with the kings rebels(as they termed the) 
the low Countries, by means whereofthe Queene ofEnglad 
was the more emboldened, & ſtrengthened againſt the ſaid 
King,wherefore they tequited, that the Hanſe tox nes would 
for a time forbeare all trade whatſoeuer with the ſaid rebels, 
that therby they might the ſooner be reduced vnder their K. 
obe diẽce: but ifthey feared to do this. by reaſonof the league 
berweene England, France, & the States of the vnited Pro- 
uinces,theathey required,that they woùld alſo deale & traſ- 
que with the kings true and loyall ſubiecta in the Hauens of 
Callce, Grauclingh, Dunberc ke, Niewport Sluyſe,& Antwerp,as 
well as they did with the Hollanders, otherwiſe their trade 
mightbe well accounted for Pattialitie, tathet then Neutra- 
litie; promiſing futthet, that the ſaid Henſes ſhould diſcharge 
their goods, buy, ſell, and make returne in the forfaid Hauens, 
wichout any paiment at all of Toll Impolt, Licenſe, or other 
charge whatſocucr; and further, ſhould be aſſured, and war- 
ranted by the Archduke Albert, from all danymage or loſſe. 
Theſe Embafſadors alſo ſeemed to be much gricued for the 
jniurie, whichthey ſaid the Queene of England did vnto the 
Hanſer, in taking from them theirſoancient Priuiledges, for 
the recouetie whereofchey offered all poſſible aſſiſtance, and 
to teceiue them vndet the Kings proteCtion:moreouer,to fur- 
niſh thein with ſhips, munition, money, and ſouldiors at all 
time as need ſhuld requite: offeting them beſides free trado 
and traffike in Spaine & Portingall, ſo that they ſeparated & 
diſtinguiſhed their ſhips frõ thoſe of the kings rebellious ſub- 
ies by ſome marke or token, as they ſhould thin beſt. Laſt- 

ly they ſhewed, that the King had gen order to the Arch» 

duke ¶Allere, to ſend a notable Embaſſage to the Emperuyr 
to procure the ſetting forth of the Mandat or Decree agreed 
vp6 at Aurburgh 15 8 2. againſt the Monopoliſh Engliſh txade 

(15 they pleaſed to cal it)thereby to effcrbe rellicutio vfrhe 
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HanſerPriviledges, & chat his diſobe diẽt ſubies,the Queen 
of England, & the King of Nauarre,as diſturbers of the peace 
of Chrifiendome, and {tirrers vp of the Turke, might once be 
ſuppreſſed,deflroied,& rewardedaccording to their deſerts, 
And albeit ſince the troubles ofthe low Countries, the Hen - 
ſer haue beene ſhewed but ſmall fauout, the ſaid Embaſſadors 
requeſted notwithſtanding that they would helpe to further 
the Embaſſage,which the King of Deamarke had promiſed 
to ſend vnto — Queen of England, king of Nauatre, and the 
rebellious States, and to compell them to right and reaſon, 
vhich the King of Spaine & the Archduke ſhould at all times 
— ingular pleaſure. About this time alſo the 
Kingsof Denmarke,and Polone, the Emperour, & the Prin- 
cesofthe Empire ſent their Embaſſadours into England, and 
vnto the States of the vnited low Countries, all which was 
dand brought to paſſe by the King of Spaine and his 
iniſters,to none other end, bim to make the Engliſh as Pi- 
rates and robbers at ſea, and the Nethetlanders, as rebels a- 
gainſt their Prince,hated & odious yntoall the world, taking 
ypon them alſothe cauſe of the ſaid Hanſes loſt Priviledges, 
which they pretend to haue in England, as by intercepted 
letters was ſufficiently made knowne and manifeltedto the 
Queens Maieſty & the ſtates of the vnited low Countries, 
The King of Polones Embaſſador Pa d lle, had audi- 
ence ofher Maieſtie the 4* of Auguſt 1597. who in firange 
and vnlooked for maner & tetmes, declared vnto her High- 
nefle,that the ſubiectt ofthe King his Maiſter S5g1/mond the 
third, werenotonly not gratified withanie new benefice, or 
fauot at her Mad hands, but to the cõtratie were deprived of 
commodities & freedomes which her predecefſours had gi- 
ven and confirmed ynto them, and conſequently were 4 - 
barred of all trade and traffique in her kingdome : That like- 
wiſe her Maieſtie had ſer forth certaine Edits or Proclama- 
tions, by the which,contrarie tothe law of Nations, the Na- 
uigations, and trade into Spaine was forbidden, and vnder 
thereof diverſe ſhips of the ſubiects of the ſaid King 
bad beene taken at ſea, and the goods W _ 
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and confiſcate, vhereofhe required reparation, & reititution, 
and that the trade Weſtward might remain free and open to 
thoſe of Polone, otherwiſe his maſter the King ſhould be for- 
ced to vſe ſuch meanes as thereby neighbourly freedom and 
reſtitution might be obteined. This was in briefe the effect 
ofthe ſaide Embaſſadouts ſpeech , which with a very loude 
voice he delivered in the Latine tongue: Whereunto it plea- 
ſed her Maieftie to make him aſhort anſwete, and quicke for 
that time referring him fer further anſwere to certaine of her 
Highneſſe Honourable privie Counſell, to wit, che Lorde 

VBurgbley, late high Treaſurer deceaſed, the Lord high Ad- 
miral, Sir John Forteſcue, and Sir Robert Cecil Secretatie: to 
whom after the ſaid Poliſh Embaſſadour had delivered his 

ſpeech, which hee made before the Queene in writing, and 

excuſed his rough kinde of ſpeaking, ſhewing that by his 

Commiſſion ſigned, and ſcaled by the King in the aſfem- 

bly ofthe States of Polone he was thereunto eaioyned, he te- 

ceived the anſwere following inthe name of her Maieftie, 

which properly pertaining to the matter ofthe Hanſes, and 

anſwering fully, and very pertinently the queſtion made by 

them about theiroldpriuiledges,] haue thought meete to in- 

ſert ia this place. 


3 E ſaid Honourable Perſonages therefore told him, Anſwere made 
that her Maieſtie, vnderſtanding of his comming into r. Marefics 


England, was right glad thereof. as ſent from the king her bro- 
ther, ſor whom not long ſince ſhe had by her Interceſſion ob- 
tained, Firſt a Truce, and aſterwardes a peace of the great 
Turke, when the ſaid King and his State was oppreſſed with 
ſore waxe, which peace he yet inioyeth tothe great good, 
and benefite of his Kingdome,and therefore now expected, 
not onely a remembrance of the ſaid good turne, but alſo 
due thanks for the ſame, for that neuer ſince ſhe had received 
any from him: her Highaeſſe had giuen him gracious audi- 
ence,and read the King his maſters Leiters willingly, wherin 
ſhee ſawe nothing but that which ought to proceed A Rege 
fratre , ad Reginam ſororem Chariſimam, but lay they , you 

13 change- 
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— as it ſhould ſeeme the - of an Ambaſſadour, began 
a long ſpeach, and turned the Tame almoſt into a ſermone, 
the which notwithltanding her Maiefty heard with patience, 
ſignifying voto you onely ia a ſe we wordes, beſeeming the 
Maiettic of a Prince, howe vaworthily you in your Oration 
hadlaid the fault of many things vpon ber Highnes, and with 
how gicat equitie in deede ſhe hoped that her actions would 
be well liked of all mei, and io diſmiſſe ꝗ you ro receme fur- 
ther anſwere according to your negotiation of vs her Coun- 
ſellours,who are beſt winetles of ail ber doings alinoſt the ſe 
fourtie yeete, as well withthe kings her friends. as with her e- 
nemies, although wer: knaw no Prince in Chriſtendom for e- 
nemie, but the king of Spaine onely, whoſe cauſe you very 
ſerioully handled in your ſpeach. Firlt therefore we required 
to ſee your Otation in writing gto the end, chat we might giue 
ſuch anſwere thereunto,as were conuenient, and for that you 
haue ſhewed vnto vs your commiſſion ſealed and ſigned by 
the king of Polone (as appeared vnto vs) in the aftembly of 
thatkingdom,whereby we haue plainely perceined, that you 
haue vttered nothing in your Oration, which you had not or- 
der to declare, therefore we can in no wiſe blame you for any 
thing by you ſaid, although her Maicttie looked not for any 
ſuch matter, Concerning the points of your complaintes,we 
obſerue them tobe theſe : Fuſt you ſay that your king percei- 
ueth that his ſubiects haue not onely not receiued any neue 
bene ſite from her Maieſtie, but are parily deptiued of thoſe, 
proceeded fro het Highmes progenitors, aud were confirmed 
ynro them, and partly ate in a maner excluded from all Naui- 
gation, or trade inthis Realme: The ſecond point, conteineth 
a grieuous complaint of yout kings ſubiecis againſt the Pro- 
clamations lent vnto them, by the which all trafſicke into 
Spaine is fatbidden them, and conſequently that their ſhips 
haue bene in hoſtile manertakenby the Qvzzx=s men of 
warre,and the goods therein made prize and confiſcated, and 
finally you required in che Kings name reflitution of the ſaid 
goods,or reparation ofthe damages & iviuries(as they terme 
them)receiued,as that they be not hereafter hindred in the a- 


fore- 
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fore ſaidtraſſicke, which by the common law ought to be free 
to all men, otherwiſe ſuch meaneanes of neceſſitie mult bee 
vſed, whereby they may ger ſatisfaction by the aid and helpe 
of the ſaid king: theſe beeing the chieſe heades, or pointes of 
your Ambaſſage,and of that which your king requireth, her 
Maieltie hath though: good to anſwete thereunto ſincerely, 
and according to the ttueth ofthe matter in this maner: Firlt, 
that your king is not rightly enformed concerning the firſt 
point, in that it is ſaid that his ſubiects are partly depriued of 
their Priuiledges,and partly ſhut out from all Trade almolt in 
this Realme: 2 where there is mention made of his ſubiects, 
as ſubie cts ofthe king of Polone, this doubt may ariſe, what 
kinde of peoplethe ſudiects are decauſethey mull be vnder- 
flood either to bee ſubiects of the Dukedome of Pruſſia ot 
elſe to bee compriſed vndet the name of the Hanſet, who 
haue no certaine ſeate or place whencethey ate: For other 
then the ſubiectes of the Dukedome of Praſtu, and the 
Hanſer, as Merchantes of Germanie refhding at London, 
the Qvurenes MAIS neuer vnderftond , that there 
were any that pretended any Priuiledge of Commerce a- 
boue or before other Marchantes of all Evreors: And 
whereas they complaine as Subiectes of the King of Ve- 
lane, that they are depriued of their Priuiledges, and al- 
moſt excluded from all Trade in this Kingdome: Firſt. 
concerning the right of then Priviledges , queſtion was 
made almoſt 5o,yeresagoe in thetimeofKingEvDvvaryd 
the ſixth ofthe validitie oftheir former Priuiledges, andthen 
the ſayde Priuiledges were rightly iudgged voyde, and 
forfexxed for the manifeſt breach of the Conditions there- 
of, and fince the ſayde Hanſer could neuet ptooue, that 
they had iniurie done them inthe ſayde reuocation : nut- 
withſtanding all this they had granted vnto them in their 
Trade into this Realme, and in the payement of their 
Cuſtomes more libertie, then any Marchantes of hat- 
ſoeuet Nations through all E vrops, yea by eſpeciall 
grace, and fauour they were made equall, and had as much 
freedome giuen in their Trade, and in the payement of the 
Culſtomes 
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Cuſtomes of their Merc handiſes, asthe naturall borne Sub- 
ies of this Realine, according to the true meaning and in- 
tent of heir priuiledges from the beginning: and ifthey haue 
not accepted of this, which by great ſauout was offered vnto 
them, and ſo haue forborne their Trade in this Realme, the 
tault is in themſelues, neithet can it be tightly ſaide, that they 
are excludedſ as it ſhould ſeeme by the Kings writing that he 
is inſotmed ) but rather admitted and retained with the ſame 
fauour,as the yery meere ſubiects and naturals ofthe Crown 
of Englande ate, then the which what can bee greater? 
Valefle,contrary to all humane Lawe, the Queene ſhould 
h aue more care ofthem,then ofher proper ſubiects and how 
abſurd,yea how detefiable this ſhold be, wil be made 1nani- 
felt if it be cõſideted hat the office of a goodprince is in the 
rule, & adminiſtration of all his kingdome :for if in regard of 
his kingly office a King bee comparedto the husband of an 
houſe, orto the Paſtor of the people, ot (as he is ſaid to bee in 
the diuine Sctiptures)to a foſter father ot the people commit- 
ted vnto him, who except he were ſlatke mad, u ould call that 
Prince a good father or husband of the houſe, which ſhould 
haue mere care of an other mans familie then of his own? Or 
a good Pallot ot ſhephatd, which neglecting his owne flock 
ſhould looke better to anether mans then his one, or wor- 
thy ofthe name of a Nurſing or folter King, which ſhould 
negle& his one children, and nouriſh other mens children 
with his milke? And ſo theſe things may be well applyed to 
the preſent cauſe and queſtion in hand:for ifthe Han/er ſhould 
haue bettet conditions, chen the proper ſubiects ofthe king- 
dome, it would plainely follow that the Prince of this realme 
ſhold do his natural ſuhiects very great inmne,corrary tothe 
law of nature & mans ſa , ſot by this means his ſubiects ſhold 
become poate, ot rather deſtitute of all honeſt and profitable 
trafficke and Nauigation,and the Hanſes ſhould growe opu- 
lent,and poſſeſſe the whole trade of the realme, as Monopo- 
liſts efthe whole kingdom. And by theſe reaſons, well waigh- 
ed,it manifeſtly appeareth, that thoſe whom the king calleth 
his ſubie ctes doe molt falſely complaine that they are exclu- 
ded 
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ded from lawfull — when as freely they 2 
trade, and with the ſame conditions as her Maieſties meere 
Engliſh Subiectes may doe, and with fat bettet then all other 
Merchants, In ſomuch as that they are preferred before all 
the neighbour people ofthis Realme, French, Scots, Flemgr, 
F. , and the reſt of the Low Councrey Merchanti, and 
before all the people of Dutehland, the ſaid Has onely ex- 
cepted. Wherefore her Maieſtic is petſaded, that hen the 
king of Powne ſhall vnderſtand theſe teaſons, he will change 
his opinion, the like ſhe expecteth at the hands ofthe Sena- 
tours of that Kingdome, if theſe things bee atight impatted 
vato them: For the complaints of the Hanſes are: fo vniuſt, 
and vareaſonable, that it may be doubted, whetherthe ac. 
cuſtomed forme of iudge ment in matters of doubt were 
obſerued by the aboueſaide Aſſembly in this cauſe, or that 
credite was giuen to the complainants the matter bur ſlight» 
ly examined, ot that place was giuen to theit importunate 
prayets and requelts: For her Maieſty hath that opinion of 
the ſupreme authority, and dexteritie of the Senatours of 
Poloxe in their proceedings, inthe Aſſemblies of the ſaide 
Kingdome (which commeth not tothe King by inheritance, 
but by election, and conſent of the laid Senatours) that it ſce- 
meth abſurd and not likely to bee true, thatthey intheir pub- 
like Aſſembly would decree any thing ag inſt the maieſtie of 
ſucha Queene, whoſe like Chriſtendom hath net had in this 
age, nor any other happier in noble acts. ot in length ofreign, 
or ſuperioricie in princely vertues, and yet chat the ſame her 
Maieſty ſhould be vniuſtly accuſed, and without being heard, 
blamed,is a thing not to be taken in good part: forthis amõ 
private men, was alwayes accounted vnteaſonable, — 
more be eing done againlt a Queene of ſo great Maieſtie, 
which hath ſo well deſerued ofthe King and his Kingdome. 
For it is apparent,that certaine yeeres paſt, the warre which 
the Turke had prepared againſt the ſaid king and Kingdome 
by her Highneſſe interceſſion ceaſed,and peace was grated 
tothe king and his Realme,by the bene ſite whereofthey to 
this diy enioy quietneſſe, ard peace in that Kingdeme : The 
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like good turne the _ did in the yeere 1553. to the 

Kings Father John king of Sweden, when as hee as well by bis 

Embaſſadours the Lord Enich of Wiſenbrowghe his Couſin, 
Andrew Kithe Countellour and Raſchiar his Secretarie, as al- 

ſo by letters ſent vnto her Maieſtie, earneſtly entreated her 
Highneſie , to ſend an Embaſſage into Auſcaie, to make in- 
terceſſion for a peace bet weene the ſaid king, and the H 

conite, Which ſhe without delay willingly performed, and by 
her perſuaſion drew the ¶Nſuſconite to make peace v ith the 
ſaid K. vpon indifferent, & reaſonable conditions: Which two 
excellent benefites done by her Maieſſie, the one to the Fa- 
ther, the other to the ſonne andto their kingdomes are ther- 
fore reheuſed, bec auſe that in remembrance thereof,a bettet 
and more courteous courſe of proceeding might iultly haue 
been expected fromthe king, and from the Senatours of his 

kingdome,then by your Oration (it appeareth) was by them 
determined: Inſomuch, that if at the beginning of your inſtru- 
ctions, it had not been ſer done, that your Commiſſion was 
decreed vpon in the Aſſembly of the Realme, it might haue 
been ſuſpeRed,thar ſome pointes of your ſaid Commiſſion, 
not to be liked, were compoſed by ſome Spaniards,and ſlan- 
derous Ieſuites, of which Ieſuites it is ſaid ther is a greatnum- 
ber ſpread through manie panes ofthe Kingdome of Po/one, 
whoſe malicious taylings, are often caſt out in publike pla- 
ces againſt her Maieſſie, and this Kingdome without con- 
digne pumiſhment,or any reprehenſion at all : and therefore 
it may be the more likely to be true, that they as ſ\worne men 
tothe king of Spaine,together with the Spaniardes of late en- 
tertained by the King, and heard inthe publike Aſſembly, of 
the Realnie, haue procured this Embaſſage with theſe kinde 
of Commiſſions in fauour of the King of Spaine, 


The ſecond point of your Emhaſſageſconteyneth arequeſt 
for free Nauigation or trade into Spaine, which we deeme to 
be ſuch,asthe king of Spaine himſelfe hath lately in ſerious 
manet recommeded for himſelfe : for this prohibition was 


not ſer forth by the Queenes Maieſtie before ſhe was of ne- 
ce ſſtie 
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ceſſitie compelled theteunto: leaſt the King of Spaine, open 
enemie to this Realme, ſhould bee furniſhed with Armes, 
ſhips,and Ammunition with ſuc h facilitie, and in ſuch great 
abundance, as he was from the Maritime parts of Germanie, 
by ineanes whereof he might maintaine long warre againlt 
this realme, ſo that if he could not get theſe aides,and helpes, 
it is manifeſt that hee ſhould bee forced to le aue off warte 
and offer peace not only to ibis Realme, but alſo to others, a- 
gainſt h he mutt vniullly maketh war, wheras therefore i 
is plaine . that this K. of Spaine,being an enemy to this realm. 
is tarniſhed, armed, and (frengrhened to continue this vniuſt 
war with ſhips, victuall, and other warlike proviſions out of 
certain cities vnder Polme & other maritine cities of Genna- 
ny in what ſort can her Maieſty(being opprefſed by the Spa- 

niard with vaiuſt war) tolerate or ſuffer that ſuch orders and 
helpes ſo openly & ſo copiouſly ſhould be carried to the (aid 
K.her enemie for the continuance of warre agunlt her? And 
although you many times repeate it,that the ſaid her Highnes 
prohibitions were contrary to the law of nations, it is ſtrange, 
that you wouldalleade this ogainſtthe law of Nature, when 

as by nture it ſelſe. it isordeined, tat cuery man may deſend 
tumſelfe againſtf vrce, which law net wrucen, but borne wth 
vs wee haue nut learned but recciued, and drawen from Na- 

ture it ſelſe, beſide it is preudied by the ancient lawes to ſor- 

bid, yea tolet, and hinder, that no man miniſter Armes, 

victuall, or any thing elſe, whereby the enemie may bee hol- 


2 * : 
pento make warte, as by this one, wherewith many other a- 416.30 tit 4 


gree. you may perceiue : Coter ferro ſubigends neceſſariam, 1, 

Hoſtibus quoane venundari vt ferrum & frumem am c Sales 

non ſine perienlo capitis hivet : Neither may it here bee omitted. 

that this prohubition 1s plainely contained in diuets Articles 

of the Charters, giuento the Hanſer bythe Kings of Eng- 

lande, and fiiſt in the Charter of King Edward the firlt 

King of Eaglande, ia theſe wordesfollowing : Licebet pre- 

u. Mercatoribus quo veluerint tam infra re gu & pecte- 
flatem noir am quam c xtra Mercantiat ſuas arcere, ſeu portari 
facere, preterquam ad terras maniſeſlorii, & noterwrum Hoſtiũ 
K 2 Regis 
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Regninoftri-the very ſame clauſe, and promuſe is in expteſſe 
wordscanteyned in the Charters of Edwardche ſecond, and 
Hernie the (ixth, kings of England, which exceptions ſo of- 
ten times repeated by ſo many Kings, ought to admit no 
reaſon to the conttatie, eſpecially on thoſe mens behalſe 
who challenge their right by vertue ofthe ſaid Charters one- 
ly: but we ſhould haue had no neede to propounde theſe our 
reaſons vnto you, but that wee ſuppoſed yuu were ignorant 
how this queſtion of prohibiting ayd to be given to the kin g 
of Spaine for — warte again(t vs, was handled about 
twoyceres agoe before your King in his Counſaile, when as” 
certaine Merchants or Marriners of Danziche,complained of 
the like prohibuion, and had obtained an Edict agaiuſt ber 
Maieſties people,which Edict beeing oppugned with many 
reaſons by our Ambaſſadour Doctet Parks heere preſent, 
was abrogated and made void, ſo that there followed no ex- 
ecution vpan the ſame, but the Danzichers were diſmiſſed: 
which happened in the yeere 1595. ſo that to treat further of 
thismatter, wee ſhouldſeeme to doe that, which is alreadie 
done: yet we doe not denie, that which is alledged by ſome 
on your behalfe, that theſe prohibitions are hurtfull ro your 
people,forthat while the ſame are in force, they cannot with 
their profite ſell their Corne, and many other things grow 
ing in their Country : but for this is an eaſter remedie, if your 
people wold bring a great part of the grods by her Maieſty 
rohibited into this Realme cf England, where it ſhould bee 
whull for themto ſell the ſame with all fauout, and wich their 
great gaine, and carry another pait thereof into the Lowe 
Countreys and France, or into Italie, ſo it bee done without 
fraud, andthat the ſame come not into the Spaniardes Coun- 
trey: and by this meanes they may carry out and tranſpott 
all their goods ſafe, to the greater benefite of all the ſubiects 
of Polone then otherwiſe , which might bee prooued mani- 
feltly by diuers examples, and preſently by this, that 
by carrying their Commodities into ocher Countreys 
beſides Spaine, they ſhould auoide the arreſting of their 
| Shippes, which happeneth euery yeere in that Countey 4 
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ſo that many times, to their great charge they are compelled 
to rigge their ſhips,and fit them for warlike vie, and ſo with 
eminent danger to hazard che loſſe of ſhips, and men in fight 
at ſea, as too often the Daiizickers and others haue praued: 
and even this preſent ſummer, it is knowne, that the Com- 
manders ofthe Spaniſh Nauie haue hung vp and drowned in 
the Hauen of Ferole manic Miriners, Maiſters and Pilotes of 
ſhips pertaiaing tothe Maritime Cities ofthe Hanſes, for that 
they went about to deliverthemſclues, andtheit ſhips from 
violent and conſtrained bondage. For the auoiding ofthe like 
loſſe aad dammage, her Maiettie this laſt yeare by publike 
writing ſet forth in the Dutch. French, & Latin tongue, decla- 
red, & gaue warning, that ifthere were any ſhips ot forreigne 
Nations by any meanes, eicher with, ot againſt their wils, de- 
tained in the Spaniſh annie by ſea, at that time ready to in- 
uade England. it ſhould be lawful for them, ſortheit ſafety, to 
withdraw themſelues out ofthe ſaid Atmie to ours, ot to de- 
part home quietly to theit own Ports, without any dammage 
to be done vnto them by her Maieſties people: & ic is certain 
that many ſhips, as well of Danzzche, as of Hamburgh, were 
found detained by the Spaniards amonyſttheirſhips, which 
the Engliſhmen of warre did their beſſ to ſaue from burning 
when they did ſet fire on the Spaniſh Nauie : and if the King 
of Polones Counſellers had knowne ofthis writing,it had not 
bene congtuent, that without mention of ſuch a benefit done 
ta the kings ſubiects, they ſhould proſecute theſe matters in 
the worſer part: neither can we here paſſe oner in filence,that 
before her Maieſty did put the foreſatd prohibitions in execu- 
on, ſhe manie wayes made it knowne, as well by publike 
letters, as alſo by Admonition ofthe Eaſt country Merchants, 
that ſhe now was of neceſſitie compelled for the defence of 
herRealine againſt the King of Spaine her open enemie, to 
forbid the tranſporting of Armes, Victuall, end other things 
into Spaine,wherewirh the ſaid King might ſet forth and fur- 
niſh his Nauies, and Armies, and without the which he could 
not poſſibly continue the Marte againſt this Realme. Beſides 
all this for the iuſtifying and defence ofthe (aid her Maiellics 
K 3 prohi- 
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hibicions,ie maniſeſlly appeareth, that the vetie like haue 
— ofreninade by other Kings, aud namely by the King 
of Polones father /obnking of Sweden,and by Sigi mond Kir g 
ofPolone,grandfather to the King that now is, who by force 
took much metchaadiſe from ker Maicſties ſubiecto, for that 
they were to be catied into Muſcuuie, which manie honeſt 
Envliſh Merc hants, hereby brought ino poverty, haue cauſe 
to temẽ bet. The like was alſo oftentimes done by the Kings 
of Sweden to the ſubic&ts of Denmark, who weuld haue tta- 
ded into Muſcouie. And for confirmation hereof we can 
ſhew the authentike Coma .iſſions ot the ſeid king Sigi mond. 
giuen to his Admirall Oro Afmnickes, the 28. 0f May, 1566. 
and others ofthe 12. of March 15 69. to Amo Genriche, & the 
like to Hans Necker,Captaines of las, to whom auth» rity was 
iuen vnder the (aid Kings hand and ſeale, to interc ept, take, 
1 make hauoc ke ot all thoſe, which by way of met- 
chandiſe, ot otherwiſe, ſhe uld carie into Muſcouie Powder, 
Ordinance, Salrpecer, Victuall, or any ether kind of ware 
tending to warlike proviſion. There be alſo letters ex ant, 
written in verieearnelt maner by the {aid King Sireſmond v n- 
to her Maieſſie. dated iu March, 1568. wherein by many at- 
uments he ſhe ed. that the Trathke, cr Navigation into 
Sweden, and the Nurue, foibidden to all men in generall, was 
molt iuſ and lau full, and by that meanes bad prouided, that 
his enemies the Muſcouites ſhould not be furniſhed, and at- 
med not only with armes, weapons, & ammunition, but with 
other greater matters, which n.ight helpe his ent mie, and to 
that end he writeth, that he had ſet a watchin the ſea of men 
of war, with commandement, that if any man againſt their 
will would trade into Muſcouie, they ſhould take, and ſeoze 
vpon him. and all his goods. Of this Protibirionthe C. unſel- 
lets of Polone cannot be ignorart.neither was that wile and 
prouident King herein to be teptehẽded. And after that theſe 
reaſons were deliuered vnto the ſaid Embaſſadour, hee v as 
asked whether any thing could bee wſtly oppoſed againſt 
them, u heteunto he anſwered, thai he had none authoritie 
to diſpute of theſe matiers, but onc ly to lay ſorth, that which 
he 
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he had in commiſſion, and to require and anſwere thereun- 
to: the ſaid Counſellerstherefore thought it not fit to vie any 
longer ſpeech on that behalſe. But to conclude, auauehed 
for a full anſ were of all that hath beene by the ſaid Embaſſa- 
dour propounded. that ſeeing it is manifeſt, that this deede of 
her Maieſtie is allowable; not onely by the law of Natute to 
defend her ſelſe, but alſo by the expreſſe eiuile law, & exam - 
ples of the king of Sweden and Polone, eſpecially by diuetſe 
Charters ofthe Kings of England, therefore her hid? Maieſty 

could not berighly accuſed either of iauſtice, or Juſtice de- 
nied in any her doings, for as ſaidthey)ſhe hath alwayes pro- 
felled(taking the omnipotẽt God the ſearcher of harts to her 

witneſſe) it was neuer in her mind to cõmit anything againſt 

the lacred rule of luſtice, ſo ſhe will be teadie to giue eate to 

any complainant. either her owne ſubiect, or ſttaun ger, and 

by her Officers to du ĩuſtice to the ſaid plaintife, according to 

equitie and reaſon: the which ſhe will alſo performe towards 

you, if you ſhall recommend any expreſſe cauſe of any ſub. 

ect ofthe kingdome of Polone. For her Maicttieis ſo teadie, 

to giue anſwer to Pi/man of Denzzch,, who(as it is ſaid)follo- 

wed you from thence, forthe proſecuting of certaine his ſures 
ſor iultice, that if you did not in ſuch haſte vrge your depar- 
ture, we her Maieſties Counſellours, before your departure, 
ſhould haue authoritie,to heare and determine his ſaid ſutes, 
acordingto reaſon and equitie, And to make an end of this 
long yet neceſſary anſwer of oursto your obiections, forthar 
manie of the things publiſhedin your Embaſſage, mayby 
imputation be taken in ill part againſt the honour and digui- 
nie of her Maieſtie, all winch by gur ſaid ar{were are plainly 
proued to haue proceeded from your king ill informed, her 
Maieſtie wich good reaſon doth expect, that when her an- 
ſwers ſhall _ the King and the Senate of his Realme 
bee compared with the complaints of the Complainers, the 
ſaid Senate will prouide , that the truth of her Maictties 
Actions bee no leſſe publike by ſome meanes repaired, and 
reſtored, then the conttatie hath beene attempted by falſe 
acculations,and the Kings publike Embaſſage that fo it may 
_ 
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appeare,that the king hath hat regard of the preſeruation of 
mutuall friendſhip,as ber Maieſtie doth expect from a prince 
that is her confedetate, and brother:this anſwer was made by 
their Honours aboue ſaid on the thirteenth of Augult 1597. 
at Greenwich, with the which the ſaid Poliſh Embaſſadour 
departed,and heerinthe queſtion berweene the Engliſh and 
the Hanſes is fully laid open, and anſwered, and their malice 
againit the ſtate ofthe land plaialy diſcouered: ſo that it were 
more then time, that they were teſtored, and ſatisfied in their 
vnreaſonable pretences, as ſome without due conſideration 
ynaduiſedly defire, About this time, to wit, the firſt of Auguſt 
1597. the Emperor continually called vpon by Dow Gillel- 
mo F. Clement ordinarie Ledger for the King of Spaine at 
Prage, & ſtirred vp as wel by the aboueſaid Enbs ſſages, as by 
the impottunate, and clamorous ſollicitations of the Hanſet, 
permitted a Mandate or Edict to be publiſhed and ſer vp in 
the Empire, the tenour whereof enſueth, taken out of a ttan- 
ſlati>n of the ſaid Mandat into the Netherlandiſh tonge, and 
printed cum prixalegio at Bruſſelles, to the greater and more 
enormous iniutie and reproach of her Maieſtie. & her High- 
neſſe actions, and of the Companie of Merchants Aduentu- 
rers,as no doubt their meaning was, that were the Authours 
and doerstherof,and conſequently to make the whole En- 
gliſh nation and name the more odious and condemned of 
all men, thereby alſo openly iuſtifying and making lawfull all 
the vniuſt, and vnlawfull attempts, and practiſes ofthe king of 
Spaine and his miniſters againſt her {aid Maieſtie, Realme, 
and people. 

We Rydolph the ſecond, by the grace of God Elect Ro- 


Mandat agairft mane Emperour. &c. to all and ſingular Princes, Electours, 
the Merchants 
Adwuenturers. 


Princes Spirituall and temporal,Prelates, Earles,Barons, &c, 
ſend friendſhip,faueur, and all good: Heretofore in the time 
of our ght welbcloued grandfather & father,the Emperors 
Ferdinand and 1Maximilian(ol famous memorie)as alſo in the 
time ofour Reigne duet the Empire, the conſedetate Dutch 
Hanſe To nes, and ſome others thereby intereſſed manie 
yeaxes together , and at ſundtie times and tides not ouely at 

our 
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our Court. hut alſo at furmer meetings ofthe Empire, _ Falfs nerratia 
cially at Ansburgbin the yeare 1582, andat Regenrbourgh in . © /op- 

the yeare 15 74. laft paſt haue in complaining wile dechred * 

and ſhewed: Thar 200. yeeres ago, andaboue had obtained 

and gotten antable — imwuntties, freedomes, and 

exeimprions within the Realme of England , partly by the 

eſpecioll grace and fauor of the kings ofthat Land, and part- 

ly with great ſummes of money, forthe good and commodi- 

tie ofthe holy Empire,and the members ofthe ſame, and for 

the aduancement of the generall Trade and Commerce, 

which priuiledg's, &c. they have held and enioy ed till now, 

not withourtheir great and notable charge, as having beene 

graunted, apptoued & confirmed by fourteene Kings ef En- 

gland ſueceſſiuely. and in the yeare 1470 by foreknowledge 

and conſem of theſtates ofthe Land both ſpiritual & tempo- 

rall, made of the force,& nature of a perpetuall and itrcuoca- 

ble conttact: whereupon they held their teſidence and Offi- 

cets within the Citie of London in an houſe ot counter, called 

the Dutch Guild hall, where they vſed to buy Cloth of the 

ſubiects »fche Cron ne of England, and caried the ſame from 

thence into Dutchland, by means wherof Engliſh Cloth was 

to be bought good cheape throughout all the ſaid countrie of Ni 
Dutchland: from hence alſo onthe other fide, a Trade was this grod he 
driven with all kind of wares ſeruing England. to the no (mal the Lorry aer 
profice and gaine,as wellof vs, as of the ſubiects of the Em- = — — 
pire, and of the Crone of England, Which notwithitanding £,,1..4500. 
certaine chuetous Companies of Merchants, whereof ſore cotbes for their 
call themſelues Merchants Aduenturers, ſeeking their owne Lineries: which 
om gaine and hicre,are ſprung vp in the ſaid Relme, u ho 9 my * 

: awe © 0% 

y bad meanes haue wrought and practiſed, tothe great and ,, 9 
notorious hurt and damage of the for: faid Hanſer, and haue , cles 
taken vpon them to bring in m1ny vntolerable mnouations ſo god cheafe, as 
contrarie tuthe aboueſaid old Cuttomes. Priuiledges, aud brere i- 
perpetual contract, obtained, and purchaſed wich the great 
coſts and ch rges of the ſayd Hanes: So that its come to 
paſſe , that the Queene of England now reigning , will not 
any longec endure to confirme the ſaid Hanes Priuiledges, 

L and 
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ing done, it was found by the depoſition of not a few credible 

erſont at Francfort vpon Alain, in the Lent Mart 1581. an 

yorher information on this behalfe taken, that all that is a- 

boue ruten clearely appeared: and that which is more, that 

the aforeſaid Aduenturets Colledges were heretofore for- 
„ bidde n, and baniſhed our of Danzcke m Pcuſſia, as allo out of 

aw the M. A.. 1 . 

Adventurers Tome places uf the low * Burguadiſh, and other Countries: 
wrrebanſhx4 Woereupon having wich our ſelues weighed the whole mat- 
et of the Burgi- rer,according to the importance thereot,and conſidered, that 
d —— theſe things concerned not onely the Han: Tones, but alſo 
— all the ſubiects and Merchants ofthe holy Empire. the furcher 
now ane proceeding therin was deferted tos general aſſembly ofthe 
out of the E- Empire,holden at Ausburgb in the yeare 15 8 2. againſt which 
fire bythe pra- we cauſed the Acts and propoſitions concerning the ſame, 
ay —_— to be ſent vnto all the Princes Electors, to the end, that they 
— —4 might the ripelicr and better conſidet ypon the ſame, aud af- 
we e rerwards we laid the mattet in deliberation of all the States of 
the holy Empire: who aſtet mature counſell, and berhinking, 

gave vs their aduiſe and opinions vpon the lame, praying. vs 

withall , that ſeeing there was no meanes to obraine at the 

foreſaid Queene of Englands hands the full reſtitution ofthe 

foreſaide Hanſes priuiledges, hereditarie agreement, & con- 

tract, and that in the meane while the Engliſh Adventurers 

Companie vſed, and went forward with an hurtfull Mono- 

nly,againft all right and reaſon, that we would with publike 

diets forbid the ſoreſaid Merchanes Aduenturets then trade 

by water, aud by land, throughout the holy Empire, and ihe 

jur-{diction and command of the ſame. And furcher,that we 

would ſtraightly charge, and vpon great penalties e nioyne e- 

werie State, whom it might concerne, not to permit the ſaid 

M. M. Aduenturers,or their Conſorts, confederated Com- 

panies, factors anc] ſeruants,to haue recourſe or any common 
Trafhke in any place within the holy Empire, but rather to 


expell, defend. and forbid the ſame, ypon paine ofour ind g- 


nation, and loffe fall Royalvies;Fiefes, Rights and iuriſoicti- 
ons, which to the diſobedient on this behalfe might apper- 
taine or belong, exticr yndervs or the Holy Empire, 
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— 
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And if ſo be, that contrary to this our Emperial comman- 
dement, the Engliſh Merchants Aduenturers, or their factors 
or ſeruants, ſhold be ſo bold, a.: to vſe or driue any trade either 
ia buying or ſelling of Kngliſh clothes, Wooll or other wazes 
what ſocuer, at any place within the holy Empire, that then 
each Magiſtrate & Ruler within his command or iuriſdiction, 
(hold be holden where the ſaid bought or ſold goods inay be 
found. & where ſuc h trade is vied,preſently to ſcaze vp5 and 
confiſc ate the ſaid forbidden goods, as by the contents of the 
aduiſe, and detetmination to vs at that time deliuered at - 
burgbe on the behalf of the Electors, princes and States ofthe 
holy Enipire more at large appeareth;howbeit wee procee- 
ded not tothe publiſhing of the ſaid Mandates, but notwith- 
ftandin: that rhe Deputies ot the ſaid Han/e tones earneſl- 
ly inſiſted to haue a f nall concluſion of this matter, we firſt of 
all fought by al gentle meanes, to induce, & moue the Queen 
of England, for the confirmation of good neighbouthood, to 
giue vs and the Empire, as allo the Hanſe townes content 
ment in the aboue · titten complaints & gtieuanc es, without 
compelling vs for that cauſe to vie any ſharper me nes. ot re- 
medie: and to that end we gaue her Ambaſſador,at that time 
being at Aſburghe. to vnderſtand, through what vrgent and 
neceſſarie occahons the foreſaid Mandate was concluded, & 
reſolued vpon by vs and the States ofthis holy Empire, and 
withall to offer that whenſocuerit ſhouldlike the Queene 
of England, to ſuffer the matter to bee brought to a friendly 
treatie and communication. and te that ende ſhould appoint 
her Embaſſadours with full Commiſſion, that we then on the 
otherſide would be willing to depure alſo certaine perfonages 
of qualitie,& countenance,before whom both parties ſhauld 
appeare at ſome conuenient place within the Empire, and lay 
forth their doleances. and griefes,and ſo grow to a compoſi- 
tion and determination ia all reaſon, & with true and fath- 
full heart and meaning : We alſo ad moniſhed, & finally mo- 
ved the Hearſe to vnes to their great colt and charges to ſend 
2 perticular Legion into England vnto the Queene, where 
aſtet they had preſented our letters of lutetceſſion, which we 
| L 3 gaue 
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ing done, it was found by the depoſition of not a few credible 
erionsat Francfort vpon Alain, in the Lent Mart 1581. an 
y other information on this behalfe taken, that all that is a- 
boue written clearely appeared:and that which is more, that 
the aforeſaid Aduenturets Colledges were heretofore for- 
* bidde g, and baniſhed out of Dance in Pcuſſia, as allo out of 
Adventurers Tome places uf the lo Burguadiſh, and other Countries: 
wrrebanſh:d Wnereupon having wich our ſelues weighed the whole mat- 
et of the bur tet, aecotding to the importance thereot,and conſidered, that 
ſſulomc tries, theſe things concerned not onely the Han Jones, but alſo 
— — all the ſubiects and Merchants ofthe holy Empire. the furcher 
— bn” wr proceeding therin was deferred to a general afſcmbly ofthe 
out of the Em- Empire, holden at Ausburghin the yeare 15 &. againſt which 
pre bythe fre. we cauſed che Acts and propoſitions concerning the ſame, 
aſe of 'be ſame to be ſent vnto all the Princes Electors, to the end, that they 
— _ might the ripelicr and better conſidet ypon the ſame, aud af- 
w/c indge- tet wards we laid the matrerin dehberation of allthe States of 
the holy Empire: who aſtet matute counſell, and berhinking, 
ave vs their aduiſe and opinions vpon the ſame, praying vs 
withall , that ſeeing there was no meanes to obraine at the 
foreſaid Queene of Englands hands the full reſtitution ofthe 
ſoteſaide Hanſes priuiledges, hereditatie agreement, & con- 
tract, and that in the meane while the Engliſh Aduentutets 
Companie vſed, and went forward with an hurtfull Mono- 
nly,againft all right and reaſon, that we would with publik e 
diets forb1d the ſoreſaid Merchants Aduentixers then trade 
by watet, and by land, throughout the holy Emprre, and the 
juriſdiction and command of the ſame. And furcher,that we 
would ftraightly charge, and vpon great penalties enioyne e- 
werie State, whom it might concerne, not to permit the ſaid 
M. M. Aduenturers,or their Conſorts, confederated Com- 
panies, factors and ſeruants,to haue recourſe or any common 
Trafhke in any place within the holy Empire, but rather to 
expell, defend. and forbid the ſame, ypon paine ofour indig- 
nation, and loffe fall Royalaes, Fieſes, Rights and iuriſoicti- 
ons, which to the diſobedient on this behalfe might apper- 
taine or belong, cithet yndervs ot the Holy Empire, 
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And if ſo be, that contrary to this our Emperial comman- 
dement, the Engliſh Merchants Aduenturers, or their factors 
or ſetuants, ſhold be ſo bold, a. to vſe or driue any trade either 
in buying or ſelling of Kngliſn clothes, Wooll or other vues 
what ſocue t, at any place withia the holy Empire, that then 
each Magittrate & Ruler within his command or iuriſdiction, 
(hold be holden where the ſaid bought ot ſold goods inay be 
found. & where ſuchtrade is vied,preſently to ſcaze vp5 and 
confiſcate the laid forbidden goods, as by the contents of the 
aduiſe, and detetmination to vs at that time deliuered at Auſ- 
burghe on the behalf of the Electots, princes and States ofthe 
holy En. pire more at large appeareth;howbeit wee proc ee- 
ded not tothe publiſhing of the ſaid Mandates, but not with- 
ftandin: that the Deputies of the ſaid Hanſe tones earneſl- 
ly inſiſted to haue a final concluſion of this matter, we firſt of 
all ſought by al gentle meanes, to induce, ᷓ moue the Queen 
of England, ſor the confirmation of good neighbourhood,to 
giue vs and the Empire, as alſo the Hanſe townes content - 
ment in the aboue · wtitten complaints & gtieuanc es, without 
compelling vs for that cauſe to vſe any ſharper me ines, ot te- 
medie: and to that end we gaue her Ambaſſadot, at that time 
being at ¶Aſburghe. to vnde rſtand, through hat vrgent and 
neceſſarie occahons the foreſaid Mandate was concluded. & 
reſolued vpon by vs and the States ofthis holy Empire, and 
withall to offer that whenſocuerit ſhouldlike the Queene 
of England, to ſuffer the matter to bee brought to a friendly 
treatie and communication, and te that ende ſhould appoint 
her Embaſſidours with full Commiſſion,that we then on the 
otherſide would be willing to depute allo certaine perfonages 
ol qualirie,& countenance, be ſore whom both parties ſhould 
appe are at ſome conuenient place within the Empire, and lay 
forth their doleances. and griefes,and ſo grow to a compoſi- 
tion and determination in all reaſon, & with a true and fach- 
full he art and meaning : We alſo admoniſhed,& finally: mo- 
ued the Her/e to vnes to their great colt and charges to ſend 
a perticular Legion into England vnto the Queene, where 
after they had preſented ourletrers of lutetceſſion, which we 
| L 3 gaue 
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gaue them with them, a friendly agreement, and compoſri. 
on was required, but they could not effect or profit any thing 
onthis behalfe, but teceiued of the Queene a cleane contra. 
ricanſwere. In the meane while the Adventurers with their 
Monopoliſh trade and dealings encteaſed more and more,. 
and multiplied in the Empire, and over, and aboue this, the 
Engliſh did vnto the ſubiectes of vs, and the holy Empire in 
the open ſea, great violence and damage: Which diſcom- 
moditie began,continued,& encresſed whole twelue yeres 
long. tu vi, from the Aſſembly at Auſdourghe, q z. to che Aſ- 
ſembly la{t held at Regen/browghe 9. to the preiudice and 
conteinpt not onely of our Einpetiall Interceſſion, but alſo 
ofthe writing ofthe Hanſe tones, and of the many wayes 
ſought fot the friendly appointment, in ſo much that the 
Hanſetownes,at the laſt holden Aſſeinbly at Rigenſbroughe, 
againe complained onthis behalte, and wee conſidering the 
maniſeſi neceſſitie ofrbe caule, laid the ſame afreſh in deli- 
beration, and conſultation withthe Electi urs, Princes, and 
States hic hthen appeated, and with the Counſellours, Am- 
bafſadours,and Deputies of the Princes x hich appeared not 
perſonally at the ſaid Afſembly : And for as much, as it was 
found to be agaic|t all right and reaſon, that the Hauſer ſhold 
be ſpoiled in the Realme of England of all their Ju! title, 
here ditarie agreement and Priuiledges gotten, as aforeſaide 
with their great coſt and charges, and tliat on the other (ide 
the M.M,Aduenturers with their Conuenticles, Comp:nie 
Contratu; ſunt and ttaine, without any permiſſion of vs as preſently raign=- 
de lire Genom ing Romaine Emperor and ſupreme head ofthe holy En- 
—— — pire, yea. that which is more, conitarie to all foriner receſſes, 
am iqvrance and Mandates, ſhould de fa#to imrude chemſclues and goe 
Magiſtratu ex through with their trade, to ihe notable lofle and damage of, 
generali legum all the States ofchisEmpi o great and (m all. aad to the bring» 
coneſſione cn ing in of a dearth in Cloch and Wooll, & by thei Mongpo- | 
vis non hoſte 3. . , . ae 8 
— tees, ; ractiſes (which according to che conſiunionsotys and 
Aencmer. the holy Empire deſerue great pumſhment) togoe about to 
weaken and ouenbrowthe ancient an honeſt trade of Mer- 
chandiſe vſed among the laudablè Duch Nation: Without 
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making mention in this place of the outrage, force and vio- 
lence,whichthe aforeſad Engliſh had committed, with ma- 
nifold tobbeties, & ſpoilings at ſea to the dangerous conſe- 
quence and preiudice of the iutiſdiction, & ſuperiority which 
pertaineth and belongeth to vs and the holy Empire Jn the 

ume : therefore inthe ſoreſaid aſſembly of the Empire. it was 
wich one voyce and conſent concluded and reſolued of vs by 
the Electors, princes & States requited, that if ſo be( notwith- 
ſtanding all the great paines & charges hithetto in vaine be- 
flowed) at our ne inſtance & requiſition with de duction of 
all the circumſtances thereto neceſſaty, the Queene of Eng- 
land would not let the Hane tovnes inioy their Priviledges 
free, cettaine, and whole, as heretofore ofold they had them, 
and would not alſo ſuffer the Commerce, & trade open, and 
vnmoleſted, that then wee ſhould indeed aſſiſt the Hanſe 
tovvnes, as the faithfull ſubiectes of vs, and the holy Empire, 
and ſhonld cauſe, the aboue-mentioned Mandate agreed 
ypon at Aw/boroughe 15 8 2. to be publiſhed end put ia execu- 
tion againſt the hurtſull Monopoliſ Company of the M. M. 
Aduenturers, without any fauour.diſſimul ation, ot compoſi- 
tion: which Conſultation in ſuch maner by the Electours, 
Princes, & States in generall, with one conſent propounded, 
at former Aſiemblies, & nowagaine renued, were according 
to tight and reaſon confirmed and ratified, and conſequent- 
Iy the fifth of Iuly 1595. wrote vnto the aforeſaid Queene 
louingly, and neighbouily requiring her a newe, and ſetintz 
before her cies the aforſaid reaſons, with many other motiues 
thereto ſeruing, that ſhe would cauſe the old, and continual! 
complaints, together with the oppreſſions & damages ofthe 
Hanſe townes to ceaſe, but we teceiuedſuch an anſwere vnto 
tus our writing, that thethy it may ſuſiciently be'percciued, 
that our hetherta long vſed paticce is nut only received with 
ſmall thaałs, but withal the ſayu Q preſumeth to aſcribe vo- 
2 her ſelf ſome intereſt heteinite to draw the _ into — 
quence, as though by our deferring ofthe publiſh the 
ſaid Mandates, the in — of the K M.M.Aduenca- 
ten were allowed, or that it ſtood in the liking, pa 
nnn, 
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and power ofthe Queene, to take from the aforeſaid Han 
townestheirdearly purchaſed liberces, & hereditary accord, 
and ſo wil not that in any other place then in England (where 
ſheo may bee iudge and partie) that any ttestie bee held on 
this behalfe and beſides requrriog that het ſubiects accordin 
to their owne good liking and — may haunt, liue, — 
exerciſe theit Marc handiſe within the Empire of the Dutch 
nati>n,which for vs and the Empire it fallerh alcogether grie- 
uous, and very contumelious to diſſemble any longer: there- 
fore then, whereas wee in regard of eur Empetiall office and 
place, cannot any longer delay to put in execution the afore- 
ſaid conſultations, and Decreesofthe yeeres 8 2. and 94. for 
the furtherance of the common welfare, and for nece ſſities 
ſakeefp: c ally ſeeingthe Monopolies,& preiudiciall,dange- 
tous & vnla forefialling (which as is aboucſaid,are vied 
among the Englifh Adventurers Companie ) by teſumonies 
and other credible informations, are altogether open and n a- 
nifeſt, and not only according te the common u titten lawes, 
but alſo according tothe publiſhed Conflitutions of the Em- 
pire,are forbidden vpon great penaltie and puniſhment, to 
wit, loſſe of goods and chattell, and baniſhmeac out of the 
land. 

Therefore is it that we prohibite, baniſh out, and proſcribe 
all the forenamed Engliſh M. Mo wit, the whole compa- 
nie ofthe M M Aduenturers, together with their hurtful des- 
lings, traffic ks, and controQtings out of all the holy Empire, ſo 
char ſuch hurtfull Commerces, and dealings ofthe Engliſh 
Adventurers, with the conventions, compactes and alliances 
on this behalfe made, from this time forwad ſhall bee forbids 
den and made vid, without that any man by hunſelſe, or ary 
ether ſhall cox may hereafter cxerciſe;orpractive rhe ſamer ore. 
day ning therefore, & commanding expreſly by our Romiſh 


Etnpe riall power and aurhornie, according tothe reſolution 
ofche Eledtors Princes andScices ofthe Empire agreed vp- 
on,reruee, apytoued, chat ypon paine of the ban, and pro- 
ſcriptian of vs andthe holy Empire, all & every Merchants, 


and dealets ia Enghiſhcloth (to the Companies of M. M. Ad- 
venturers 
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uenturers any waies allyed or aſſociated) together with their 
Factours, Agentes, Atturvyes, and ſeruants, that within three 
months after the publiſſing, & ſetting forth of theſe preſents, 
they depart and te moue without further delay, ot oppoſition 
out of the rule, command, and land of vs, and of the holy Em- 
pire, as alſo of the Electoum, and common States, and ſpecial- 
ly out ofthe tone of Stade, ſuuate in the Archbiſhopricke 
of Breme, and out of all other partes and places, where they 
commonly haue their reſidence, and conuenticles, or exer- 
ciſe their Trade : and that from henceforward they wholly, 
and entirely abſtaine, and forbeare from all — Com- 
merces ho ſoeuet they may bee called by water & by land. 
openly ot ptiuily throughout all the whole Empire. And fur- 
ther we giue commande ment to all Princes Electours, Prin- 
ces. States and ſubiects of vs and the holy Empire, vpon the 
forfeiture of all their Royalties, Fiefs, and other nights, and 
dueties obtained of vs, andthe holy Empire (which euery 
one whoſoeuer ſhall dare wilfully to doe here againſt 5/6 ſa- 
fo (hall for forteir ) that they vnto the ſaid Engliſh, naming 
themſelues Merchants Aduenturers, their Societies, Compa- 
mes, Factours and Seruantes, no where in the holy Empire 
by land or by water, doe giue, yeeld, or permit any open, or 
ſecret conueighancepaffage, helpe, ot other fauour, but the 
ſame doe altogethet let and prohibite: And if ſo be that the 
Engliſh Aduenturers, their Adherentes, Factours, ot Ser- 
uants boldly ſhall goforward,or proceed,contrary to this our 


'Emperiall Mandate, and commaundement, either in buy- 


ing ot ſelling of Clothes and Wooll, or with exerciſing any 
other Cominerces, howloeuer they may bee called in any 
quarter or place ofthe holy Empire, in ſuch cafe, hereby au- 


thoritie and power is — and earneſtly is inioyned, and 
ra 


required that all Magitirates,and Rulers, vnder whoſe com- 


mand, or Iuriſdiction ſuch place immediatly doerhlye , and 


where ſuch kinde of trade is vſed. or were ſuch bought or ſold 

goods may be found, to apprehend the perſons without de- 

lay. and to arreſt and confiſcate the forbidden goods. And 

further it ſhall not be lawfull for any Magiftrace ,or _—_— 
M 
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the Empire, to giue Conuoy,or ſafeconduct with whatſoeuer 
words, meaning, colour, or clauſes the ſaid Conuoyes or ſaſe- 
condiuctes may be cõceiued, ot ſet don, tothe Engliſh Ad- 
uenturers Companyes, Merchants or dealers, neither ſhall 
they be conducted or conuoyed by any Magiſtrate, ot Supe- 
riour in the aid Empire: and in caſe that the Magiſtrate, or 
Superiour ſhall be herein negligent,or ſlacke, and that we, ot 
our Procurour Fiſcaell ſhall be thereof aduertiſed, then our 
will is, chat the ſaid Fiſcael (according to our Commaunde- 
ment to him in earneſt maner already giuen)on this behalfe, 
to adyertiſe the Magiſtrate,or Supetiour, x here the ſaid Mer- 
chauntes, and Dealers dwell, or reſide, and admoniſhe the 
fame ſuch Engliſhe trade foorthwith out of hande to forbid: 
and if ſo bee the ſaide Magiſtrate, or Superiour, doe not ſo 
within the prefixed ryme, we will on our Emperiall Counes 
e, ot otherwiſe our foreſaid Fiſchale ſhall haue ſull power, 
right, and authoritie to proceede tothe execution of this our 
Emperiall Mandate, and by vertue of this his office preſent! 
to call in queſtion the diſobedient, without all favour or dif 
funulation,as the neceſſitie ofthe cauſe ſhal require, without 
that ic ſhall be lawfull forthe aforeſaid mildc ers to alleadge, 
or produce any exceptions,or declingtorie delay in any ma- 
ner whatſoeuer, And for that it is lawful & permated to euety 
man to giue information againſt the tranſgreſſours,therefore 
whoſoeuer firſt ſhall informe the Magiltrate, where offence 
is made ofthe ſaid offence plainely and truely, or in caſe of 
negligence inthe ſaid Magiſtrate,or Fiſcaell, he ſhal haue the 
fourth part ofthe offendours goods, wherein alſo he ſhall be 
affilted, and holpen by the foreſaid Magiſttate, or Superious, 
ot in default thereof by vs, and our Emperiall Chamber right, 
and by all other States of the holy Empire : according to this 
let every man take kuo edge, howe to demeane hiniſelfe. 
Given in out Royall Caſtell at Yrugbe, the firlt day of the 
moneth of Auguſt. Am 1 597. of our Romiſh Kingdome 
the 22,yeere,of the 25. and of Hohen alſo the 22. 
Subſcribed Kudolpb,Paragraphed J. D. V. Fr rad Man- 
datum Sacre ( aſaras Mmeitatio propr iu, And ſig ned — 
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Hau: and the priuie ſeale ofthe Emperors Majeſtic was 
printed ypon the ſame in forme of a Pla:cart or Ea, 

Theſe are the words ofthe Mandate, which I haue fully & 
truely ſer downe, to the end that it may the bettet appeare, 
what the cauſes were ofthe ſaid Mandat, & what good frieds 
the Hanſes are to the ſtare of England. C6cerning the cauſes, 
I note them to be three in number: Firſt, The raking away of 
the Eafterlinges Priniledger in England. Secondlie, The doings 
of the Engh(hmen of warre at the Sea, And thirdlie, The Mone« 
pohe uſed by the Merchantes Adventurers, To the firit wo 
cauſes her Maieltie at ſundric times hath ſufficientlie auſwe- 
red, and namely by her Letters written to the Emperour in 
the yeares 1585. andlaſtlie, by the anſwere giuen to the Po- 
liſh Embafladour, as aboue at large is ſer downe. As for the 
Monopoly wherewith the Merchants Adventurers are char- 
ged, i, is bur a meere ſlaunder,and injurious impuration,mali- 
ciouſlie deuiſed by the Hanſer.to bleate the eĩes ofthe States, 
& Princes ofthe Empire withall, andto drawe them vnder 
colour of complayning on the M. M. Adventurers, as Mono- 
poliſhe traders, to ay de, and aſſiſte the ſaide Hanſes to reco- 
uet their Pnuiledges againe. and to maintaine them therein, 
conttatie to all reaſon againti the Engliſh Nation, as I doubt 
not anone mort plainly,& clearely to proue. 

Her Maieſtie being enformed of the aboueſaid Mandate, 
ſent Matter Jobs Wrothe, & Maiſtet Stephen Leſicur, with let- 
tets to the Emperour, and diuerſe ofthe Electours, and Prin- 
ces of Germanie,declaring her Highnes opinion ofthis pro- 
ceeding as an vniult practiſe and doing of the Hanſes, and 
therefore required to haue the ſaid Mandate reuoked, or ſuſ- 
pended, but being vncerrain, what would follow hereupon, 
i ſeemed good vnto her Maieſtie inthe mean time, todiret 
a — to the Maiot, and Sheriffes ofthe Cittie of Lou- 
don, in moner following. 

E Lizabeth by the grace of God Queen of Englid, France, 

and Ireland, Defender of the faith, & c. To our tight truſtie 
& welbeloued the Maiot, and Sheriffes of our Citie of Londen 
greeting, Wheras there hath bin directed a Commandment 
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the nameofa Mandate, from the Romaine Emperour to 
all Electors, Prelates, Eatles and all other Officers, and ſub- 
iectes ofthe Empire, recicing ſundry complaintes made to 
hm. by the allied Townes of the Durch Hax/eria Germany, 
af divers iniuries committed againſt them in our Realme, 
and likewiſe ypon complaint made by them againſt the com- 
anie of M. M. Aduenturers, without hearing any anſwere to 
— made to the ſaide Hanſe Townes in diſproofe of their 
complaints, the ſame being molt notorious vniuſt, and not 
to be mainteyned by any trueth. And yet nevertheles by this 
Mandate the Engiliſh Marchants, namely the M. M. Adu&tu- 
rers are forbidden to vſe any trafficke of Merchandiſe within 
the Empire, but are commanded to depart from thence ypon 
ines, & to ſorbe are openly and ſecretly fromall haue ns, and 

ing places, or to vie any Commerce by water or by land 
inthe Empire,ypon paine of apprehenſion of their perſons, & 
confiſcation of their goods,with ſundry other extreme ſentẽ- 
ces ounced againſt our ſaid ſubieAs;hereupon, although 
we — ſent our letters —— to the Emperor and to the 
Electors and other Princes of the Empire, declating our opi- 
nion of this procee ding, to be vniuftly proſecuted by the Gid 
Hanſe Townes, and therefore haue required to haue the ſaide 
Mandate either reuoked oi ſuſpended, yet being vncertaine 
what ſhall follow hereupon, we haue thought it agreeable to 
our honourin the meane time, to commaund all ſuch as are 
here within out realm,appertaining to the ſaid Hanſe towns, 
ſituete in the Empire, and eſpecially all ſuch as haue any te- 
ſidence in our citie of London, ether ia the houſe commonly 
calledthe Steelyard,or in any other place elſewhere, do for- 
beare to vſe any maner of trafficke of Merchandiſe, or to 
make any contractes,and likewiſe to depart out of our Do- 
minions in like ſort, as our ſubieRs are commanded to depart 
out ofthe Empire, vpon the like paines, as are conteyned a- 
gainſt our ſubieRes in the ( aide Mandate, And for the 
execution of this our Commaundement, wee will, that 
vou the Maior of our faid Citie of London, and the Sheriffes, 
thall foorthwith repaire to the houſe,called the Steelyarde, 


and 
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and calling bef- e you ſuch, as haue —7 thereof, or do re- 
fide there, to g. ue them knowledge of this our determi- 
nation and commaundement : Charging them by the 
foure and twentiethdo y ofthis|monerh (being the day that 
our Merchants are to depart from Stade )they do depart out 
of this Realme : charging them alſo, that ine know- 
ledge thereofto ſuch as be of any of the Hanſe Townes be- 
longing tothe Empire, remaining to any part ofour Realme, 
to depart likewiſe by the ſaid day. And you the Maior and 
Sheriffes, calling vnto you two of the officers of our Cuſtom- 
houſe,to take poſſeſſion of the ſaid houſe the ſaid 24. day, to 
remaine in our cuſtodie, vntill we ſhall vaderſtand of any 
more fauourable courſe taken by the Emperour, for the re- 
ſtitution of our ſubiects to their former lawfull trade within 
the Empire, and this ſhall be your warrant for the execution 
ofthe Premiſes. In witneſſe whereof wee haue cauſed theſe 
our Letters to be made patent: Witneſſe our ſelfe at Weſt- 
munſter : che thirteenth of Ianuarie in che fortieth yeere of our 
Reigne. 

In this ſtate the matters haue hung euer ſince, the M. M. 
Aduenturers ſtill expecting a Diete, ot generall Aſſembly of 
the Princes and States of the Empire, in hope that by her Ma- 
jeſties gracious interuention for them, the aboueſaid Mandat 
may be either abrogated, or ſuſpended, andthey reſtored to 
their former trade, and priuiledges inthe Empire, for without 
ſuch an afſembly this can be done, {as appeareth plainely by 
the anſwer ofthe Emperour,and Princes vntothofe Letters 
which it pleaſed her Highneſſe to write by the aboueſaide 
Maitter #roth and Maiſter Lefiewr)and on the other ſide the 
Hanſes (til laboring to haue the aboueſaid Mandate extended 
and ſtretched further then the contents thereof will beare, to 
wit, that all Engliſhmen generally, and all Engliſh wares, 
ſhould be banithed and forbidden the Empire: for that other 
wiſe they ſee, that they looſetheirlabour and coft, andthe 
Merchants Aduenturers find means to continue theirtrade, 
and to vent the Commodities oftheir Country in Germany, 
maugre all that their Aduetſaties & ill willers can do, though 
M 3 not 
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— in that ſort that were conuenient, but becauſe — 
ſce,what cauſe the Hanes haue to complaine in ſuch clamo- 
rous maner, s they do of iniuries done then in this Realme,I 
will giue you the ve w of a Decree ofthe right Honourable 
priuy Counſell , giuen at Weſtmmyfter the 24. day of Februa- 
tie in the ſint yeare ofthe reigne of King Edwerd the ſint, in 

theſe words following. 
In the matter touching the Information exhibired againſt 
Decree anainfs che Merchantes of the Hanſe, commonlie called the Mer- 
the Hanſer inthe c hauntes of the Steelyard, vpon good conſideration, as well 
rege of K. E. ofthe ſaid Information, as all » of the anſwere of the {aid Mer- 
ward the fixth. chants ofthe Steelyard, and ef iuch records, Writiags, Chat- 
ters, Treaties, Depoſitions of witnefles, and other recordes 
and proofes, as hath beene ex:1hiced on both parties, it was 
found appatant to the Kings M. icſtes ptiuie Councel as fol- 

lo weth. 

Firſt.it is found, that all iberties and priuiledges preten- 
ded to be graunted to the {aid Merchants of the Hanſe bee 
void by the lawes ofthe Realme,foraſmuck as the ſame Mer- 
chants of the Hanſe haue no ſufficient Corporation to te- 
ceiue the ſame. Ic appeareth alſo, that ſuch graunt, and 
Priuiledges, as the ſaid Merc haunts of the Hanſe do claime 
to haue, doe not extende to anie perſons, or Townes cer- 
taine,and therfore vncertain what perſons, or Which tou nes 
ſhouldenioy the ſaid ptiuiledges: by ieaſon of which vncer- 
taintie, they haue. & do admit to be free with them whom & 
as many as they lit, to the great preiudice & hurt of the kings 
Maieſties Cuſtomes, & yecrely hinderance of twentic thou- 
ſand poundes, or necre thereabouts, beſides the common 
hurt to the whole realme. It appeareth alſo, that ifthe preteu- 
ded grants were good by the lawes ofthe Realme, as indeed 
they be not, yer the ſame were made ypon condition, that 
they hould not auow, or colour any forreignes goods or 
merchandiſes, which condition the Merchants of the Han/e 
haue not obſerued. as may appear by office found remaining 
ofrecordinthe Kings Maieſlies Exchequer, and by other 
lufticient proofes of the ſame. It appestech alſo, that one — 
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dred yeares,and more, after the pretended priviledges grag- 
ted to them, the ſoreſud Merchants ofthe Hanſ/e vſed to tran- 
ſport no Mete handiſe out uf this Realme, but onely into their 
one countnes, neither to bring into this Realme anie wares, 
or merchandiſe, but onely ſuch as were commodities of their 
owne Countries : where at this preſent they do not only con- 
ueigh the Merchandiſe of this Realme into the bale countries 
of Brabant, Flaunders, and other — neare adioinin 
and there ſell the ſame, to the great dammage, and ſubuert1. 
on of the laudable order of the Kings Maieſties ſubiects, tra- 
ding choſe parties for Merchandiſe, but alſo do bling into 
this Realme, the Metchandiſe, and cõmodities of all forreigne 
Countries, contrarie to the true meaning of the graunts of 
then Priviledges,declared by the ancient viage of the ſame : 
by meanes whereof the Kings Maieltie hath not onely lot 
much in his Cuſtomes, but aho it is contrary to the conditions 
ofa Recogniſance , made in the time of King Henrie the ſe- 
uenth. It appeared alſo that like as the Priuledges hereto- 
fore graunted to the ſaid Merchants of the Steelyard, being 
at the beginning reaſonably vied, were commodiaus and 
much profitable vnto them, without any notable, exceſſiue, 
or enorme preiudice to the royall eſtate of this Realme, ſo 
now of late yeares, by taking of ſuch, and ſo manie asthey hft 
into their ſociety,and by bringing inthe commodities of all 
other Countries, as carrying out the comodities ofthis realm 
into al other places cheit ſaid pretẽſed priuiledges ate growne 
ſo preiudic iall to the King & his crowne, as without the great 
hurt thereof, and of the whole eſtate of this Realme,the lame 
may nat be long endured, 

Item, ia the time of King Edward the fourth, the ſaid 
Merchants ofthe Hanſe furfeited their pretended pꝛiuiledges 
by meanes of warre between this Realme and them, vhere- 

na Treatie was made, and agreed, chat the ſubiects of this 

Realme ſhould haue like liberties iu the land of Praſſe,and o- 
ther places ofthe Hanſe,as they had. and ought to haue vſed 
there, and that noimpolts, ne we ex ictiuns, ot other preſtes 


ſhould be ſer vpon their perſons, or goods otherwiſe, or by 
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other meane,then before ten, twentie, thirtie, ſonie , ſiſue, yea 
an hundred yeares agoe, and aboue had beene, or were ſer, 
which hath beene,and is daily much broken, and ſpecially in 
Danzcke,not only by prohibiting Engliſh men freely to = 
and ſell thete, but alſo in leuying vpon them certaine exacti- 
ons, and impoſitions, contratie tothe ſaid Treatie : And not- 
withſtanding, that diverſe requeſts haue beene made, as well 
by the Kings Maieſties Fathet, as by his Maielſie. for the pre- 
ſent redte [A of ſuch wrongs as haue beene done tothe En- 
gliſh Merchants, conttatie to the ſaid Treatie, yet no refor- 
mation hath hetherto enſued. In conſideration of which the 
ptemiſes, and ſuch other matters as hath appeared inthe exa- 
mination of this mattet. the Lords of the Kings Maieſties pri- 
uie Counſell, on his Highneſſe behalfe decreed, That the 
Priuiledges, Liberties and Franchiſes claimed by the foteſaid 
Merchants of the Steelyard, ſhall from henceforth be and te- 
maine ſeazed, and teſumed intothe Kings Maiefties handes, 
votill the ſaid Merchants of the Steelcyard ſhall declare, and 
proue bettet and more ſufficient matter for their elaime in 
the pre miſes, ſauing and releruing vnto the ſaid Merchants of 
the Stecleyard all ſuch, and like liberties of coming into this 
Realme,andother the Kings Dominions, buying, ſelliug, all 
andall mancroftrafhike and trade of Merchandiſe in as large 
and ample manet, as any other Merchants ſtrangers haue, cr 
of right ought to haue within the ſame. This order afvreſaid, 
or anie ching herein contained to the contrarie norwith(ian- 
d ng. This Decree was firmed by Z. Ely Chawncellour, Win- 
cheſter, Northumberland, Bedford, eſtmerlgnd,Shrewiburie, 
E. Clinton, T. Darcie, N.utton, and V. Cecull, By the con- 
tents whereof, a man may plainely ſee, that whatſocuer 
happened tothe Hanſes in Rn and, they themſelues gave 
the occafſontherepf,and thgrjore had no iult or lawfull cauſe 
to coinplaine. Notwithſtanding Queene Aare by the way 
of Receſſe, the land being fullSftroubles, reuoked this De- 
cree, and reſtored the Hanſes to the foriner priuiledges, in 
the moneth of Aprill Au. 15 5 3.at ich time the Hanſes he d 
theit Commiſſioners in England about a Treatie offered by 
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Edward, and accepted by the Hans after the aboue · 
faid ion, whereunto ſhe was reduced for two reaſons: 
the one was, forthat the Hanſer Commiſſioners promiſed, 

that their inordinate trade, forbidden by the lawes of the 
land, and their too too much frequenting the low Countries, 
ſhould be left:The other was, for that by meanes ofthe dan · 
gerouſnes & hardnes of the time,the aboueſaid Decree of the 
reſumption ofthe Han/es Priuiledges, could not be dealt in: 
but this promiſe ofthe Commiſſioners not being performed, 
the ſaid Queene inthe yeare 1556. cauſed het ſoteſaid Re- 
uocation to be altered, and by a Decree teſtrained the Hane: 
trade inthe low Countries with Cloth, and their bringing in 
of any other ſorteigne wares,then thole of their owne lands 
only. ſuffering them notwithſtanding in other points, to vſe 
their pretenſed Priviledges: and afterwards by mediation of 
King F bil, yeelding to a further moderation, with condition 
that the Hanſer chin one yeare next enſuing, ſhould ſend 
their Commiſſionets into Eagland, to conſet, treat, and con- 
clude with her Highne ſſe Coũſellot, in what ſort their Priui- 
ledges ought to be taken and vſed. A whole yeare paſſed, and 
five weeks beſides without aay newes ot tidings of any com- 
miſſionere, and to re quite the manifold fauours they had re- 
ceiued, they at an Aſſembly of the Hanſer at Lubeck, publi- 
ſhed an Edict againſt all Engliſh men forbidding all trade or 
Commerce with them, and ſtaying the carrying out of 
Corne, which was prouided for the ſeruice and neceſſitie 
of the Realine : yet forall theſe indignities,the ſaid Queene 
was contented that Commiſſarieson both parts ſhould meer 
in England, and agree vpon, and ſet downe a certaine and 
immutable manner of Trade to be held, and obſetued on 
both parts ſides: but the Hanſes were fo farre from accep- 
ting of this ——— offer, that they wholly refuſed it, as by 
a petition of theirs exhibired to King Phu. the third of lune 


1 5 5 7. 2ppeareth, wherein they declare the cauſe of that 
their refuſall to bee, for that they coulde not haue in this 
Realme anie other iudges of their cauſe, but ſuch as were 
ſulpected,not ſparing,orexcepting the Qaeene her ſelfe. 7 
N who 
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whoſe good will and fauout, they had teceiued ſo oſten ex- 
perience and ttiall. Ia theſe teatmes the Hanſes Priuiledges 
{toode all Queene Aiaries dayes, after whoſe deceaſe her 
Maieſtie that now is, ſucceeding, and finding them as they 
were left without any other ground or foundation, thenthe 
Mater baſſed be. Princes fauour and good pleaſure, ver at the ſullicitation of 
_— Ma. Swiderman,and others, Commiſſioners from the Hanſes, her 
ieſicand ele Highneſſe was contented, that a meeting and communica- 
Hanſes. tion ſhould be held in the yeare 15 60. whereas the Hanſes 
ſtood andinfitted vpontheir old Treaties: and thoſe appoin- 
ted by her Maieſtie propounded certaine other Articles, in- 
utuled, ef moderarion of the olde priuiledges with this chuſe 
of ſingulat fauour, Neque ramen excellemyſſmma Regina pro- 
pter hanc Molerationem ab vile ſuperiors legurme Jure vila ex 
parte receds vit, ſed ſaluwm ius, ſalnas altiones , ſaluam deni- 
que reliquam emnem in bac Commercu canſa materia, & ſibi 
ex altera parte. & ſuis ſucceſſoribus, & ex alteraparte ( vnfede- 
ratis Ciitati vu, & corum poſterita;s reſeruat. But the Han · 
fe: Commiſſioners not liking thereof, the Treatie brake 
vp without any effet ct. In whichtearmes the matter hung 
till the yeare 1 5 72. at which time new Commiſſioners from 
the Hanſe Townes comming into England for other cauſes, 
they renewed theit former ſuit and petition : whereunto 
they received this anſwere, That concerning the Cultome of 
their goods,there ſhould nothing more be cx cted of them, 
then was ptopounded tothe former Commiſſioners in the 
yeare t 5 60. All this while her Maieſties lubie&s were de- 
ined of all priviledge, and in diverſe of the Hanſe Tou nes 
hardly and extreamly vſed, as at Danſiche, Denenter, am- 
pew and Swoll,to the great hurt and hinderance of the trade: 
and becauſe the Hanſes vomeaſurably frequented the City 
of Antwerpe with Engliſh Commoditie, the Merchants Ad- 
uventurers were forced to draw themſelues holy to the ſaid 
Citie, and leaue Berghen ap Zoom, where they vſed to keepe 
two Marts in the yeere: But finally the ſaid Acuenturers 
wete forced to leaue Antwerpe allo, and to ſeeke another 
place, as hath beene aboue rehearſed : ſo that in the yeare 
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1567. they obcained Pnuiledges for ten yearesof the Town 
of Hambargh with this condition thereunto added. D nod ela- 
pſis ſupradic lis ami conceſſto diftorum Prunlegiornumr enonare- 
tur & contmuaretur in infinut um, ſi interim non cederet in Cint- 
tatis ſue dammum,vel dy/pendiams. That the ten yeres tine be- 
ing expired,the foreſaid Pruiledges ſhould be renewed, and 
continued for euer. if iu the mean while no hurt, or dammage 
happened to their Citie thereby. But ſor all this, when the ten 
eares were almoſt complete and run out, the Hamburgers 
ſigniſied to the Merchants Adueturers, that the time of their 
Priviledges expired, & that by a Decree ofthe Hanſe townes 
made at Lulebe, they were enioyned, not to grant to the ſaid 
Acuenturersanie longer Priviledges, pretending the cauſe 
to be,for that in England the ſaid Hanſes were reticained of 
their ancientlibernes, and that daily new exactions were 
impoſed vpon their goods, cõtratie to former Treaties:which 
done, the ſaid Hamburgers paſſed a Decree the 20. of Tune, 
1578. whereby they abrogated all former liberties granted 
to the ſaid Aduenturers, and ordained that after aprefized 
day ſer dawnein the ſaid Decree, they ſhould not enioy any 
other primledge or immunitie , then anie other ſtrangers in 
the ſaid Citie: which aſſoone as her Maicliie and her hone- 
rable Counſell vnderſtood, they requited the Hanſes with 2 
like Decree, which vet was ſuſpẽded til the 25.of luly.1579. 
at which time her Maieſtie, not receiving any ſatisſaction at 
the Hanſes hands, but to the contrarie vnderſtading, that the 
ſaid Hanſes, at an Aſſembly at Lanenburgb, the ſecond of No- 
uember 1579. had ſet forth an Edict tot the leuying of 74 
yponthe hundred of all goods — by Engliſhmen into 
theit tettitories, or carried out of the ſame: Het Highneſſe vp- 
pon this occaſion commanded the like de ctee to be made, 
forthe taking ofthe like ſumme vpon the goods of the Han- 
ſes, and in this ettate the matter ſtood on both parts, till that 
by a petition put vp by the Aldermanof the Steelyard this 
laſt dectee of 74 vpon the 100, was ſuſpended for foure mo- 
neths: but the fult, becauſe it depended vpon the reſtraint of 


Trade of het Maieſties ſubiects, the Lords of the Councell 
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thought not to ſuſpend. or reuoke the ſame, til the con- 
tent thereof were ſatisfied, and fulfilled. 
And thus I hauebriefly aad ttuely fer downe what hath 
aſſed, and in what ſtate at this day the whole controuerſie 
eweene her Maieſtie, and the Hanſes ſtandeth: by the diſ- 
courſe whereot I doubt not, but it plainly appeateth, that 
(as aſoreſaid)the Hanſes haue no iutt or lawfull cauſe to com- 


of the refiraint of plaine, ſor that they haue thernſclues beene the cauſe of all 
ther privaledges that happened For firlt, the reſuming of their Pliuiledges 


in Exgland . 


in the dayes of King Edward, proceeded of this, that they 
freed and coloured mens goods that were none of their ſo- 
cietic , and for other cauſes aboue rehearſed. Secondly, 
when as Queene Marie had revoked that, which had 
bene done by herbrother,ſhe her ſelfe atlengthreuokedche 
ſaid Reuocation, for that the Hanſes had broken promiſe 
with her, in continuing an vnlawfullcrade in the low Coun- 
tries, whereby ſhe loſt in her Cuſtomes within the ſpace of 
eleuen moneths, more then 93 60 pound ſterling, beſides 
the dammage ſuſtained by her ſubiects in their trade, and 
when as ſhe offered a meeting for the deciding of all contro- 
uerſies: the Hanſet vttetly refuſed the ſame, and would none 
of. Thirdly, ber Maieſti that now is, when ſhe came firſt 
to the Crowne,commanded that the Hanſes ſhould be vſed 
as well (yea in ſome points better) then her one ſubiecta, 
but they in recompence of this fauour, not prouoked with a- 
ny new occaſion, commmanded that the exerciſe and trade 
ofMerchandiſe graunted to her Highnefle ſubiects by the 
Hamburgers, cu clamſula perpetuitatis ſhuld be broken off. & 
diſanulled: & afterward when her Ma reuqired alreforma- 
tion of this their Decree, they in fleed thereofimpoſed that 
exaction of theirs of ſeuen and three quarters vpon the hun- 
dred: And ſo with their new impoſitions, their refuſing of 
a meeting, and Conference in England, their abufing of 
their libertic in the low — doing manie things 
to the preiudice of her Maieſtie and ſubie&s, by diminiſhing 
the reuenewes of the Crowne, by colouring other mens 
goods, ynder the ptetence of their Priwledges, they were 5 
nary 
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nally deprined of their liberties, and immunities at the plea- 
ſure of her Highneſſe, yer alwayes were more friendly vſed. 
then any other the ſubiects ofthe Princes in amitie & league 
wich her Maieſtie , forthe which they neuer ſhewed any 
ſparke ofthankfulneſſe, but haue from timeto time yniuſtly 
accuſed her Highnes to foneĩgne princes and States, her Ma- 
jeſties louing ſiiendes and confederates, and to this day with 
much clamoroufhes and importunacie leaue not off to doe 
the ſame without reſpect to the perſon and qualitie, of fo 
excellent & gracious a Princeſſe,& doing that which is farre 
vnbeſeeming their State and condition, but if they thinke 
to get any thing hereby in the ende, they are much deceiued 
in mine opinion, theit way to ſpeed is to proceed cem preca- 
tione & ſuppùcatione, and not by the way of force and com- 
pulſion: CMagnorum ſiquidem Principum 5 Regem heroicit 
animit natyra viderar inſitum,qued flecti, duci. non cogi velint. 


The third cauſe whereupon the foreſaid Mandate ofthe D of the 
Emperours is grounded, is, / he Mowopoke w/ed(a5 is ſaid) by . . -A- 
the Marchents Aduentureri: vhich to be a falſe and iniutious — 
ſlauder, and ſurmize,needeth no other demoniiration, then of Manopelie. 
the true ſence and definition of the word Aonopolie it ſelfe : 
© uum Monopolum ſit quands onus ſolus aliquod genus merca- 
tere vniverſum emit vt ſolu! ſuo arbitrio vendat . Monopohe is, 
when one man alone buyeth vp all that is to bee got of one 
kinde of merchandiſe,to the end that he alone may ſell at his 
owne luſt and pleaſure. Which wel conſideted, hath no com- 
munion or agreement with the trade & practiſe ofthe Com- 
panie of M. M. Aduenturers,and rownes where the ſaid com- 
panie haue reſided, or are reſident in at this day, doe knowe 
and can witnefſe,thar thoſe ofthe ſaid Cempanie haue vſed, 
and doe vſe an honeſt, vpright and lawfull trade Emprionce, 
Venditiomit, & Permutationss : which by all lawe is permitted, 
vita enim noftra ſme contrattibus cc commercys ſub/iitere ne- 
quit, not onely with Cloth, but alſo with all kinde of wares, 
and Merchandiſe, ſo that whatſocuer 1s free and at libertie 
to buy and ſell, the ſame by no reaſon ot right conſtruction 
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can be accompted a Adonepohe:neicher haue the Adventurer: 
the ſole tranſporie, and trade inwardes, and ourwardes of 
Engliſh Cloth, and other Wares, butitis well knowen, and 
notorious, that all the Members of the Hanſes, & not onely 
they, but alfo all the ſubie&ts of Vpper, and Low Germanie, 
and all other ſtraungers in league, & amitic ich the Crowne 
of England, may, and doe at theit libertie and pleaſure, buye, 
and carry out ofthe Reale all ſortes of Cloth, and Engliſh 
wares,and may, and doe bring in, and ſell their own countrie 
commodities without empeachment, ot hingerance, pay- 
ing ſuch dewties, and cuſſomes, as they ought to pay: be- 
ſides there are diucric othei Companies of Merchantes, who 
are ptivile dged to uanſpotte Cloth, &c. out of the lande into 
forreigne partes,and Cuntries,as well as the Companie of M. 
M. Adventurers, which they doe in great quantitie. Moreo- 
uer,the Conipanie of M M AdvEnturers- bath no banke,nor 
common flocke , nor common FaQtour to buye, or ſell for 
the whole Companie, but cuery man ttadetha · part and pat- 
ticulatlie with his owne ſtocke, and with his owne Factout ot 
ſeruaunt: where vpon it neceſſatilie followeth,that ſotaſmuch 
as the M. M. Aduentutets haue notſ as aforeſa1d)the ſole deze 
ling, and traſſike alone in theit own hands, either in Englance 
ot onthe other ſide the ſeas, and chat Afſonopoly definitio cum 
ſus deſimto in the lealt parte agreeth nor, the aid companie by 
no ſound reaſon , or argument can be chargedto bee avie 
ſuch Monopoliers,or ptuat gain, & lucre — as the Har- 
ſes would make the world belecue they are, neither is it to be 
thought, that by the ſaid M. M. Aduenturers the ſaid Hanſes 
are brought to ſuch appatant loſſe, and hiadetaunce, as b 
their complaintes they beate the Emperour,and States of the 
Empire in hand. Concerning chat, whichthey alleadge, that 
the ſaid companie haue their Gouetne ment, and Officers, 
keepe Counes,and Aſſemblies, make lawes, impoſe mules 
and penalties, and ſhippe at ſet times, and with appointed 
Fleeres, out of which they would infer a Monopolie: It nee- 
deth none other anſwer, thẽ I haue alreadie made in this trea- 
liſe, wherein is truelie and plainly declared the practiſe, and 
maner ofthe Companie of M. M. Aduenturersinalthe aboue 
laid 
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faide pointes, and withall ſhewed the good, that commeth to 
the State, and common Wealth thereby, and how farte it is 
out ofthe compaſſe of Monopohe: A ſault not only forbidden, 
but alſo worthilie to be puniſhedin all well gouerned com- 
mon wealthes, /mo honeftorum Trincigem (ubditis ind nm: 
Beſides, it is more then ſtrange, that the Henſerhave the face 
toc6demne that in othets, as vulau ſul. & Monopoliſh, which 
themſelues both in Englande, and every where clſe, where 
they now haue. or haue had their Reſidence, or Counters cõ- 
tinually practiſed: for who knoweth nor, that they had their 
Aldermen,or Conſuls, Treaſurers, Secretaries, Aſſiſtentes, & 
other ofhcers, & keepe their meetinges, Courtes, & Aſſem- 
blies & vſed Marchaneslaw amõgꝑ themſeluesꝰ And ifit were 
lav full, & free for the ſo to doe, a hy may it not be as lawfull, 
& free for the M.M. Adventurers to doe the like? But (ſay the 
Hanſes) the M. M. Adventurers in then Coum es doe ſet the 
pricesoftheir on wates, & of other mens, ordayning not to 
ſell or buye otherwiſe, or at other rates, or prices, which is 
pliine Monopoli, this how true it is, I appeale to the conſcien- 
ces oſ the vetie Hanſer chemſelues, & of all other Merchants, 
with whom the ſaid Companie doe deale, whether this be 2 
trueth yea, ot no. Beſides, | may boldlie. & with a good conſ- 
cience affirme, that neither | in all the time of my ſemice. nei- 
ther the oldeſt man huing in the ſaide Companie, can ſaye, 
that euer it was ko wen, ot heard that any ſuch marter of ſet- 
ting price was once mentioned in any Court /r aſſemblie of 
the laid Companie: neither in deed wasther:. uet any ſuch 
mutet, but every mi rather ſluoreth to keep his feat & trade 
as ſecrete to himſelſe as he can, for feare ofthis fellow, leaſt be- 
ig eſpied, it might be taken out of his handes:2efur:heryic 1s 2 

t 111g abhorred,& condemned by the lawes of the Realine, & 
therefore if the Companie of M M. Adueaturers eould ever 
haue been juſtlie acculed of the ſaid crime, they ſhouted not 
haue eſcaped ſolong withour deſerned puniſhment : lalllie, 
the verie ttate, and policie ofthe ſaid Companie, cannot 2. 
bide or brooke anie Monopolie, as being directſie, and 
ex diametro conttatie, and an ouenbrow ro that Oecono- 


mie, ſo carefully prouided for, and preſerucd by the god 
lawes, 
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lawes, and orders ofthe (aid Companie : whereby there is « 
diltribution of the benefires, and Commodities ofthe Com- 
pany toallthe members ofthe ſame, ſo much, asis poſſible 
with great prouidence, and equitie ordained, fo that every 
man that will or is able, may participate thereof ſo farre, as 
they will tend: Whereas if it were otherwiſe, the meanet 
ſort ſhould not be able to hue by ti e richer : for theſe in ſhore 
time would with therr great purſes and meanes drawe all the 
trade inwardes and out wardes into their owne hands, and as 
vpon the Bankers in ſome places) all mers ctedites ſhould 
depend vpon their ſteeues, as hauing power to giue credite 
to home they liſt, to ſell or keepe vp their wares; at their 
leaſwre,and to rule the markets as they thinke good: u herc- 
bs it would come to paſie, that a fewe ſhall gaine and groue 
mightie & — wealthy, and all the reit (hall haue no - 
ching to doe, and in ſſort time be brought to extreeme miſe. 
ric and pouertie: but the — trade ofthe ſaid Compa- 
nie is here in the way, ſo that you ſee how faite it is fro trueth. 
or like lihood of tiueth, hich is obiected againſt the Com- 
panie of M. M. Aduenturers on this behalte, ac beeing rather 
an vtter enemie then a friend, or liker of that greedy or inot- 
dinate courſe : as appeareth partly by that aboueſaid,& more 
euidently s well by the teſſimonie ofſtrangets of divers nati- 
Teſtimonicof ons, as alſo by the Attefiations, vndet the ſeales of great and 
f — oe _ famous Cities (whereof ſome are of the Hanſes themſelues ) 
the — which Ihaue ſet downe not onely for the credite commen- 
balfe geln, the dation and it!: yiag ofthe ſaid Company, but withall for the 
ſlander of Meno- more maniſeſtation of the ttuethof that which hath beene a- 
ollie. boueſaid. And firſt the Senate of Ham rongb, at ſuchtime as 
they cauſed to be denounced to the company the expiration 
oftheir priuiledges, did in their Inſinuatin the ninetenth of 
Iuly 15 77. expteſſe ly put theſe words. Q quidems Denuncs- 
atio non co o fit , quod Societas Mercator, que ſe home fie 
in hac Ciuitate geſut, & mtegritate ſua bonorum virerum bene- 
wolentiam mcretur. Senat ni mottra noleita, & gram fit, vera 
ſolummods vt patty ſatufiat: And afterwards, Ftemm fi in clita 
Societas Ajereatormm fiurent/s.m1 Regus Anglia dintiùs in hac 
Cans - 
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Cute Commurare, mercaturam exercere, & boc nomine nona 
pattapoſteaquam priora expirarun cum ſpettabul Senatu inire in 
animo habeat, Scmatus officio ſuo && equitati non deerit. 
it appeeteth in what eſtimation the ſaid Senat held the Com- 
nie of Merchantes Adyenturers,inthat they not only com- 
mended themfor theit honeſt catiage, and integritie, hut alſo 
offer the further fauour, & entertainement in their Citie after 
the ending ofthe former priuiledges,which were agreed vp- 
on but forten ycares, yet with this Addition, 2 nod elapſic ſu- 
pradiclu annis con-eſrio dil lor Priuile giorum renonaretur , c- 
continuar etur in infinitum, (i interim nom caderet in Ciuitatis ſue 
damumm, vel diſpendum. No that the ſaid Citie received neiv 
ther loſſe nor damage by the Cõpanie of Merchants Aduen- 
tutets, the aboue written words of honeſt cariage, and inte- 
gritie proceeding ſiõ the Magiſſrates themſelues inthe ſame 
Citie doe ſufficiemlie beate wicnes, and ſince that time alſo 
more perticularlie the ſaid Senate of Hambrorghe doeth 
couche that point of Aſonopoly in a letttet write to the Gouer- 
nour and Generalicie of the ſaid Companic in Auguſt 1586, 
wherein they ſay, that although they cannor devie, but that 
there were complaintes made vnderthat name of AMonopoke 
tothe Emperour,and Princes Electouts tamen noftra cum ſuf- 
Fragatione, & approbatione eaſdem inituutas eſſe coſtanter nega- 
mus: [deog, quum he Actiones ex aliorum potins ſuffragys, quam 
ex noitra voluntate & arburio dependeant non dubitamus Mag- 
mificentiar, © Dommationes veitras diner ſorum diſcrepantes in- 
tentiones & ſent entiat matariore iudicio diſcuſſiros: ſo that in this 
point a man may ſee they agreed not with the reft of their fel- 
lowes whoſe doings they diſclaune as hauing no voice ot al- 
lowance of theirs, Likewiſe the late L. Egdard, Earle of Eaſt- 
friſelandinalettat by him write in anſwer of a Mandate from 
the Emperout, the 26, of Iuly 1 5 80. concerning the aboue 
ſaid ſlander of Monopolie, & monopoliſh trade fed in Em- 


at by the Engliſh, hath theſe words: Now whatſeener is free to. 
al men, c forbidden to none & whey 4s this tedeth not to the pri- 
mate comaedity of one or of ſome few ſingular per/ons porgoeth vpõ 
Any one fort of wares,as be bad ſha ved that the trade —_— 
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Adventurers did not thus by a Monopoke, or Momnopoh/y trade, 
that referre [ mo#t humbly to your Nai, hier conſideration, he- 
fide the 1 ule of Monepober in the lawe declareth, whether it be ſe 
yea,or nous was therefore neuer my meaning or thought to graunt 
vnto the Engliſh, or any ot her ſuch Monopokſh trade, but ſuch,as 
the law permuteth to al men: and in very devd there it no ſuch mo- 
nopoliſb trade 1/ed ut Embden amd there | referre my ſelf to any 
welt proofe, and all both ſiraungert,and other; which underſlande 
theſe downer, and canherem wines the ſume with mec: This te ſti- 
monie ie Earles, the Senat of the town of Embden,confir- 
med by an Atteſtation vnder their common ſcale, beatin 
date the 2g. of luly id ⁊ the tiue copie whereof, & of other 
the like vader the ſeal: ofthe cities of Antwerpe, Middelburgh 
and gt de. I haue fer downe at the ende of this Treatiſe, he t- 
by I doubt not, but all the world may perceme that the In pu- 
totion of Monopohe to the companie of M. M. Adventurers, 
is but a malicious, injurious, and altagether falſe ſlaunder, de- 
uiſed by the hanſes, (as I ſaid betore) to dtau the Emperour, 
and Princes of Germanie, to aſſiſſ them in the obraininy of 
their vniuf{ pretences, and vnreaſonable demaunds in Eng- 
land, to the diſhonor ofher Maieſtie, and hurt of the — 
State, as much as in theinlyeth. H ich God defend that they 
ſhould haue their willes in. Lafllie to knit vp this point, i v ill 
adde herevato as a golden Corronic of all tha: hath been ſai, 
the iudgment of her Highnes our moſt gracious Soveraigne, 
and the true defence of the ſaide Companie in certaine het 
Maieſties letters tothe Emperour, and diverſe of the Princes 
of Germanie and namlie in one to the Emperour written in 
Noutber 1595. the eight ofthe ſaid Moneth, ja theſe words: 
CHMonepolum porro de quo Hanſeatici ſubdiot noflros criminã- 
tur calum vit potius quam vere accuſations rationem pre ſe ferre 
videtur ab w/is emim Impery ſub ditis, qui London reſilent aiſigt᷑· 
ter inquir1 in umi, ſi quid ſolids de in iqui⸗ ſubditorm noſtrorim 
me potunds ratmbu referre poſſent: uh vero ingenue reſponte- 
runt ſe mbil ea de re in commiſ11s habere alluros tamen ſe quam- 
primus per tireras cim (nit ' Maioribus, quumque demum quid 
rep acciperexs id totum fidelter relatures; quaſtionem prete- 
rea 
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rea ea de re — anſtitas , 11h very 
anthentxcu ſc riptu edocent, n gotiamds ipſorum rationes 4 pl 
Ciniatibus in Belgio, Pruſniaatque alibi vi honeſts/amas probari, 
atque quum due [mpery Cumatss ſint, qua cn noſtris maxume 
ne got tant ur, Lubeca, & Haburgum, illum altera publics lite- 
ris, vt noſtri off endunt. teſtata eſt, ſorum Negotiationem ab om 
ms Monopoly [u/picvone vac ui eſſe, ſeq, uibus obiette crm 
pa bicipe. — fuuſſe: vbrvero 2 nſtitores plura 
eade re ex Dommorum [norum cxpetlata is ſcriptii comſrione 
oppoſuerimnt, ſe quoq; pluribus in ſcriptis reſponſuros hamiluer ob. 
tulerunt . This whole letter, for that it contayneth matter 
woorthie the knowledge concerning the Hanſet, I haue ad- 
ded vntu the ende of this Treatiſe: Her ſaid Maieſtie in ano- 
thet lettet to the Emperor,dated the 20 of December i 597 
ſent by Mailter lo Wrothe, after het Highnes had complay- 
ned oh the vnorderiie ſertinge foorth& publiſhing of the Em- 
perors Mandate ſ t the reaſons in the ſaid letter at large ſet 
down, hath theſe words following: Qu fi hani artenti 
Mateſtas veſiraratione amo; ponderaſſet, & ea que lireru vs. 
ſtrus anno15 95 . menſeque Nowet ri conſcripts ſunt compreben/a 
collutione cum veſtri; lueris menſe Inly fafta , dilgentius conſi- 
deraſſet{ de quibes literu vel fattio/or »m hom machmationt« 
bus vos cal tor eſſe, vel a qnibuſdam ex ys qus veſtre CMaieſtati 
ſunt 4 Colilys non optuma fide vobiſtum all eſſe magnopere ſuſpi- 
camur ) nobis certe perſnali/romum eft, vos hanc rationem tam 
iniqua Edatts contra nos, ſub /u#/que noſtror veſtre Inmperio haud- 
quaquam ſubieitos, promulgands nunquam friſſe /aſceptaror, ſed 
potims repudiaturos has commentuzas Han/caticorum querelas : 
quibus quidem preter eorum merita par atque eadem hbertas in 
CHMercaturis apnd no! f1crends que noftris beminthus conceduticr 
oblata eft: demque ſalturos fuiſſe, vt attioner noftir « remeti; par- 
rum ſlutys, fiti/que delationibus ad rationis norman egit t, 
ac mſtuie pen leribas exammaretuy , And in letters at the fame 
time written to the Princes of Getmame and ſent hy the ſaid 
M. Wroth, M. Stephen Leſure,to wit, to the Adminiftra- 
tot of Saxome to the Palgrave vpon the Rhine, the Ele tor of 
Meme, & ders others, het Maieftie writethio theſe words : 
O2 Eodem 
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Eodem porro Ediclo nomulla in pr iſcam quendam ſubditorum no. 
ſtrorũ Socuctatem (quam Adverturariorum vocant)otietla cem. 
memorantar, atque ex iſſdem proſcriptioms veluti ſententia infer- 
tur, qua & ex Imperij ſinibus di/cedere, at que al omni mira eof- 
dem emends ac ven dendi v ſu abitinere inbentur, que quidem res 
admiratione digna di 'etxr maxime cum lteris noſtris ad /mpera- 
tori menſe Noxtbri, An, 1 59 5.4 Comitijs que Ratiſbone 94, ha- 
bebantur datis ad ſingula Editlo hoc repetta abunde reſpor* 1, 
ac firmiſſmcs rerii me mem ii ſatisfatti fmerit qus ſant cy aum 
nobis erat ¶ eſarea Maieſt biennium pene ſilcntio imer ofto ratio» 
nil us a nobit ul atis acquicuiſſe. Quod ſi quid adhue duby ſwpereſſe 
viſem fuiſſet, &Cuuſtitia, & regie noſtre dignitatis ratio, quũ Nb di- 
vino n mine alſolotã gerimiu, pro amiſitia ſalit neſira qua /antle 
haclenut cis [mperio coluimus, ant per [eras per nernic iũ alight 
nobus exponendum illud poſtulaſſet. Nunc vero hunt in modi ſub 
ſlentio ex improm/o, etia Typu expoſuiſſe qua ad noſtra iniuriaws 
(ip/a quoque in ſubditos noſtros inſtuia vilata )faciunt indecorum 
o mnino fuiſſe arbitramur: omnium enim oprnione iniqumm merits 
hal ẽ dum viros probor nunqua amditot, aut vocatos ex malevolorii 
obieflis calumr iu, nec prabatis, & ne quidem rite examinatis pro- 
ſcriptiomis ſemtentia, etiam contra ipſam ſacri Imperij hbertatem 
mulftaſſe. Thus you ſee whatthe opinion of her Maieſſie & of 
others hath beene ofthe Compame of the M. M. Aduentu- 
rerstouching Monopoly, whereof they are ſlandered by the 
Hanſes,vhich I doubt not is ſuſhcient though not poſſibly to 
ſtop the mouthes of the ſaid Hanſet, yet to conuince them of 
vntruth, and malicious forgery on that behalfe, 


That the maintenance of the Fellowſhip of Merchants Ad- 
wenturers hath beene and is for the r and ſeruice 
of the Prince and State at home and abroad. 


L. chat which bath bin afore at large ſet downe, 
c deth ia effect to the proof of this point, as if it 
vold pleaſe the diligent Reader to remember 
the ſame, and lay it together, would be ſoone 
percemed, For — I haue ſaid, & 3 
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that the Merchants Aduenturers, as ſubiects of this noble 
Reulme, haue procured at the hands of forreigne Princes and 
Stites many ample, and beneficall JurifiCtions,Priviledges, 
Libercies, exemptions and immunities, by vertue whereof 
they haue erected a good and conuement goucrnment, for 
the rule and ordering of cheml*lues, and their Trade, & exer- 
cile ciuill juriſdiction beyond the ſeas:that the ſaid Merchants 
Acuenturers are a meanes of the preſervation of the amitie 
and league bete ene this land, and the ſaid forreigne Prin- 
ces and States, that they aduaunce the price, and vent of our 
counttie Commodities, and bring in forreigne wares good 
cheape, that they are a maintenance ofthe Nauigation and 
encteaſe ofthe cuttoms at home, who ſe eth not, & confeſſeth 
that all theſe things are to the high honor of the Prince, and 
notable ſeruice of the ſtate and common wealth? Beſides all 
this, ſome ofthe Princes of this land haue kao en ſo well,how 
to vſe this Company, and to make their vttermoſſ benefite of 
them, that beſides that the ſaid Companie haue at ſundrie 
times vpðn vrgent occaſions giuen theit credis for the lones 
of great ſummes of money beyond the ſeas, forthe ſeruice of 
the State, diuerſe of the Gouernours, and others of the ſaid 
Companiz,haue in particulat not beene wanting, according 
to their dutie, to do theit Prince good, and commendable 
ſ:ruice manie times in the affaices of the State. Further, at the 
change of Princes, and receiuing in of new, at Triumphs for 
victories,and Coronations,the ſaid Companie haue not for- 
got the honour of their Prince and Countrie, but haue ſpent 
and laid out great: ſnmes of money this way, ſo that at ſome 
one Princes recciuing in, they haue conſumed aboue two 
thouſaad French Cro nes in ſhewes or triumphall Arches, 
and namely, of the late King Php of Spaine, at his entrie in- 
to the Citie of Antwerpein Seprember 1549. at ſuch time, 
as his father the Emperour Charles the fifth, transferred vntu 
him allþ1s Seignories, and States in the Jowe Countries : be- 
ſides, that Mailter John Sturgeon, at that time Gouernour of 
the — — at the receiuing in of the ſaid Prince, ae- 
cõpanied wich thirtie Merchants of the Companie on horſe- 
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back al in a liverie of purple veluet in graiue coats, and paned 
hoſe,embroidered full off ſiluer wauecs, like the waues of the 
ſea : their Dublets, and drawing out of their hoſe purple ſat- 
tin, their Hats of purple veluet with golde bands,faire brou- 
ches, and white feathers : and each oſthem a chaine of gold 
about his aecke of great value: buskins of ſ urple veluet: their 
Rapiers, Daggers, Spurres, Stirrops, and Bridles all gilt: the 
furniture of their horſes was of purple veluet, Saddles and 
trappings, &c. embroidered with gold and greene ſilke, and 
white and greene feathers on their horſe heads: they were 
attended with three ſcote Lackeyes,apparrelledin white vel- 
uet ierkins cut, imbroidered with ſiluet ewilt, greene ſatten 
Dublets, with hoſe and buskins of the ſame, purple veluet 
Caps and greene feathers: behind them rode the aboue ſaid 
Gouernour vpon a white Engliſh gelding, ina long purple 
veluet gowne, lined with purple ſatten : a blacke veluet coat, 
and cappe with a faire brouch therein, and a chaine of gold a- 
bout his necke : his Dublet and Hoſe, withthe trappings of 
his Horſe were, as the other of his Company wore,he was at- 
tended on by ſixe Lackies on foote, and three Pages on 
horſebacke, apparelled as aforeſaid, In whichtheir doing. 
they ſhewed themſelues for the honour of their Prince and 
Countrie, nothing infetiour to the Merchants »f other nati- 
ons, namely the Germans, Ealterlings, Italians,Spamards,and 
Portugals, and ſurmounting ſome of them in colily apparel, 
furniture ofthemſelues and their hotſes, and in other prepa- 
ration, to entertame the ſaid Prince, xheteby they wan great 
honour, and commendation to themſelues, and the whole 
Engliſh name, To ſay nothing of che late Duke of Alanſons 
entertainment into the ſaid Citie of Ant inthe yeate 
I 581. at whichtime Maiſter Chriſtepher don the n, and 
now Gouernour , teceiued the ſaid Duke with foureſcore 
Merchants ofthe Companie,all on horſeback in verie ſeemly 
and decent ſort, apparelled in blacke veluet, and moſt of them 
with chaines of guld about their necks. forthe which the ſaid 
Goue mout & Companie receiued thankes and commenda- 
tions from het Maieſtie and the Lords ofthe Cuuncel,wher- 
225 of 
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of ſome were beholders ot that aboueſaid, and made honou · 
rable report thereof vnto her Highneſſe at their return home. 
In deedes of Pietie, and Charicie they haue not alſo beene 
wanting, as well appe areth by the founding of Chappels in 
oldtime at Bridges and Moddelhurgh: and fince, in maintar- 
ning the exerciſeot Religion am ngſt them in alltheplaces 
ofth-1r teſidence hetherts, yea euen amõg thoſe, who cou'd 
not well away with the ſame : as alſo by their Chriſtianlike 
care,and proviſion for the poore, the comfort whereof many 
a diſtreſſed petſ in, ſouldiers, and mariners &c. of aut na ion 
have ſound, and daily find: beſides, the it libe rahtie is knowne 
to a great mae, Vho heretofore haue taited the ſame, eſpe- 
cially choſe, who haue, & do receive yearly pElions from the, 
artly in remembrance, and gratification of paſſed ſervice, 
and partly for their better reliefe, maintenonce, and ſuſtenta- 
tion in their old dayes as alſo in learning and otherwiſe:here- 
unto may be added tne — continuall charges, which 
from time to time they haue beene at, and ſtill ate in theſe 
troubleſome times, through the manifold cifturbance,remo- 
uing, and alteration of he Trade about the procuring ofnew 
Priviledges, andrefidence forthe better vent, and vtierance 
of the Commodiniesof the realme, and maintenance of the 
Commerce, and traffike in ſorreigne parts, And when for the 
defence of the Realme, ſhippes haue beene to bee made 
out, it hath coſt them notable ſummes of money, as by their 
accounts thereof doth appeare : all which could not haue bin 
done, but by men vnited into a Soc ĩetie or companie,as u old 
be too tou emdent, if once all were ſet at libertic, as ſome 
would haue it: for then it would ia few yeares come to paſſe, 
that we ſhould neither have priuiledge, oor iuriſdiction a- 
broap, the friendſhip , and kind of vſage of our neighbours 
would waxe cold. aud faint, yea wee ſhould go to the walles, 
be wroged & exacted ypon euety here, out Cum tie com- 
m>dities would grow vile, ot come into the hands. and ma- 
naging of —_—_ at whoſe curteſie alfo,or at lr aſt ofa fe 
Cormorants of our own nation, we ſhould ſtand, for that we 
haue need of ſtom abroad:by meanes whereof the incomes 
aud 
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and Cuſtomes ofthe Priace, would be ſore diminiſhed, and 
the Nauigation decayed: and laſtlie, if there were occaſion 
either at hone of anie thing of importance to be done on the 
luddaine forthe defence of the Realine, the extraotdinatie 
helpe of the M. M. Adventurers would bee wanting, and in 
forreigne partes, ifthere were neede, tiihet of money, ot o- 
ther 4 an forthe ſcruice ofthe Prince, and State, ao man 
would be founde, and ſo neither ctedite, nor meanes would 
be ſounde ot had to ſerue the turne withall, nexher any man 
to doe anie thing for the honour of the Prince, and Countrie 
ho «ſoeuer nec eſſatie, or vrgentthe occaſion may be euliet 
genetall, ot patticulat: all which I doubt not will be well con- 
hderedof, and waighed by het Excellent Maieſlie, and choſe 
whick vnder her Highaes haue the ordering, and gouerre- 
ment of the affaires, and ftate ofthis noble Rea in, and fo the 
common wealth may proſper, & encreaſe in honour,& flou- 
riſing eſtate, & that thoſe, which travaile, aud take paines to 
this ende, and haue from time time beene found ptofi: able 
members, may be cheriſhed, and maintained in their well 
doing, and encouragedto proceede, by vouchſafiag them 
gt itious countenarice, and favourable ayde, and aſſiſtance in 
their cauſes, and by vpholding the m in the full and quiet frui- 
tion, and vſe of iheit Priviledges, Charters, and Rightes giuẽ 
heetetofote with ſo good conſideration, and hetherto conti- 
nue d, to the high Honour of her Maieſtie, and the generall 
good ofthis Realme, as I hope in this treatiſe ta haue plainly, 
and euidentlie prooued, to the teaſonable ſatisfactiõ of al that 
loue not nouelties, ot haue no oãutldiſh appetites: e ſpeciallie 
of thoſe in honotable, and eminent place, for whoſe iaforma- 
tion principallie I vndertooke this labour, humbly praying 
that ic may be well accepted, and bring ſootth ſuch good, as 
is thereby meant vato her Roijall Maieſtie, and the whole 
lande with all the members thereof, the contnuall happines, 
and proſperitie wherofthe Almighiie, gtaunt by whom Prin. 
cesraigne,& without x home nothing is happie, or perdura- 
ble. And you ttue heatted Marchantes Adverurers, for whoſe 
ſake I haue writen This treatiſe, faing not in your erdcrlie,and 
hetherto 
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hetherto wel continued coutſe ynder the fauot & protection 
ofſo excellent & gratious a Prince ſie, which you haue oſten · 
times proved, & ſcen, and by the aid and direction of ſo Ho- 
norable and wiſe a Councel), as that of her Ma, of whom 

u may be wel aſſured, to receiue all neceſſatie and reaſona- 
ble affiſtance in your honeſt and commendable exerciſe and 
feate of Merchandiſe,maintaine the credite & honour which 
you haue gotten abroad,continue in well doing, keepe you 
to your ancient orders, and Policie: Preſetue ynion and con- 
cord amooglt you diligently and carefully, & valeant qui d iſ- 

flu inter vos volunt, note them not withltanding,andlooke 
vntothem beiy mes, ſor they are daungerous perſons, louers 
of them ſelues, and enemies to your good, and the welfare 
of your Soc ietie, wherein they & the Hanſes jumpe together 
and agree: fot neit et the one, not the other would haue you 
to be a Copanie for that is in their way, & reſtrained the ones 
inotdi nate gourmandile, and thirftafter priuate lucre, onely 
regardinge the time preſent, and nothing at all the poſteruie 

(which is a peſſjlẽt & pernicious humot in al cõmon wealths) 
and keepeth the other from praying vpon the cõmon wealth 
of tho Realme,& having their will of the ſtate: as for the ſaide 
Hanſes (launderous complaintes,and accuſations of Monopo - 
be 5 without — of trueth, it ſhalbe for your credite 
to an{ were, where they ſhalbe aſhamedoftheir doinges,and 
at length bluſh,vendere tam vamos circum Palatia furor: x hic h 
vou may eaſilie do, and u i hout any great charge: and fot the 
Hun et them ſelues neither they, not their means are ſo great, 
that che State need greatlie to ſeat them, ſor iſu e vil but cõ- 
ſider the cauſes, that made them ef eſſimation, and ac compt 
in olde time, namely, the multitude oftheir ſhipping , and ſea 

trade whereby they (tored al Countries withthe Eaſterne cõ- 
modes, and ſerued Princes turnes in time of warte, and of 
vſe of ſhipping : wee ſhall finde that they haue in a manner 
lolt both the one andthe other long agoe in compariſon of 
that it hath been. and is no at this day x ich them: And if her 

Mueſtie ſhould forbid all trade into Spaine aſtet the exumple 

of other Princes they would in ſhorttime be quiit of the reſt: 

for 
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for that trade is their chiefelt ſupport at this inſtant, and might 
be taken fro them: ii: ſo were thought meet ynto her High- 
nes,and the Lords,and others of her Honorable Councel:Be- 
ſides of the two and ſeuentie confedetate Hanſe Townes, 
ſo much ſpoken, and vaunted of, what temaineth almolſ, but 
the tept tte, and thoſe which remaine, & appeare by their 
Deputies whe there is anie aſſemblie, are they of one minde? 
or are they able, but with much adoe, to bring vp the charges 
and contributions neceſſatie, & incident forthe defence, and 
maintenance of their league, Priuiledges, & trade in foreigne 
partes, and at home? ſurely no: ſo that it appeareth, that the 
are not the men they haue been,and therefore alchough their 
Homacks, & malice no doubt be bigge enough, yet we need 
not much to tegatd, what they can do, for molt of their teeth 
are out, & the remaynerare but looſe. & ſcattred:much better 
therfore wete it for them, toſecke the tecouery of her Maie- 
ſties fauot, and grace by ſome other more decent courſe, and 
meanes, then they haue of lace ptactiſed, Precatio c ſupplica- 
tie were fitter ſot them, and would become them better, as 
{aid before, let them remeber the difficulties, which ſome of 
the Hanſe to vnes are already brought into by their neighbor 
Princes, & what yet hangeth ouer ſome other of their heads, 
for the preventing or remoouing of the le, whereof the ye- 
rie opinion ofthe good will, and friendſhip ofher Highneſle 
would nor bee a little auailable, and may profite much hete- 
aftet: Wherefore like wiſe men, knowing their ſault, aud et- 
tour. let them ſhape another courſe, forthis, which they he- 
therto haue runne , will not bring them there where they 
would faigne be: And when all is done, and that they haue 
ſpenttheir monie and weariedthe world withtheir impottu- 
nate eomplaintes, and out-cryes do they thinke that they 
ſhal recover their priviledgesin Englande by forcing her 
Maieſtie, ot the State? I ſuppoſe they are not ſo ſenſeles. As 
for the trade in Cloth out of England, which they fo much 
contẽd for, I am of opinion if the matter were wel examined, 
that the riotouſneſſe,and vnfaithfull dealing of their ſeruants, 
and factors, the aduenture of the ſea, ind charges, when they 
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ſhipped,and held the Steelyard at London conſidered, they 
did more ptofite by buying of the Merchants Aduencurers 
at Embden,aod Hemburgh,eſpecially the Merchants of Han- 
bargh then by fetching of Cloth theimſelues out of England, 
But let that be, as it may be. I mult confeſſe, that the ancient 
friendſhip, and Commerce between the Realme of England 
andthe Hanſer(howſocuer they be nowdecayed) — not 
altogether to be forgotten, that ſo by ſome good & indiffe 
rent meanes and agreement, the Trade & Amitie betweene 
the two molt noble Dutch, & Eugliſh nations might be made 
fire & (table,& the ancient & triendly neighborhood con · 
firmed againſt all hinnane changes and chaunces, whichare 
vncertaine and variable : yet ſo,that rangers be not preſet- 
red beforeche Natur ill borne ſubie ct. who at all times is and 
mult be ready to ſerue his Prince & country with tus perſon 
and goods at home, and abroad, when ſtrangers, and Hrange 


help wilbe far off, and to ſeeke: And thetetote the demaund 


ofthe Hanſer in this behalteis very abſurd, and vareaſonable, 
Nam ſitientibus noſtris agris abenss irigare, ſtultum eſſe Leger 
ducunt, & ordinatam tatem incipere 4 ſeipſo, etiam Theo- 
logi admittant : M hete with I will conclude this Treatiſe, ho- 

1g that therein | haue ſufficientlie declared, and made 
on vn that, x hich I tooke vpon me at the beginning. name- 
lie: The Commodities of a well ordered Trade, ſuch as I doubt 
not, I h:ue proved char ofthe Sacietie or Companie of M. M. 
Adventurers to bee, and the Neceſſarines of the [aid Societie in 
this flotiſhing State. 

Quem Deus incolumem ſervet fu vuq perennem, 
That ſo the memebers, and parts thereof may continu» 
ally. and dayly more and more proſper, and 
gro vp in the lame, roche honor of 
God,their Prince and 
Countrie, 
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A COPIE OF ALETTER FROM 
her Maieſtie in anſwer of a letter receined from the Empe- 
tout in high Dutch, wherofthe Mandate maketh 


mention, but much diffenng from the 
contents of this Copie, 


LIZ ABET HA Dei gratia «Anghe, 
Francis, & Hlibernia Regina, fides defenſor, 
c. Sereniſiimo Princips ac Domino, Domi + 
nw RODOLPHO, Romanorum E- 
lecto Impergggri ſemper Auguſto: Regi 
Hungaric, e 


e 


t, Dalmatit & Slaws- 
nie: Archidaci Arſftrie : Duci Bur gunaiæ, 
Styrie , Carinthie & Wirtinberge: Comms Dyroſlu. & c. Fra · 
tri & Con/anguineo no ro chariſ1umo : Salutem rerumque opta- 
ti/comarum faliciſimũ increment uns, 

Serem/1eme Frinceps , Frater c ( onſanguinee chariſti- 
me , Litere Serenitatu ue ſtra decimo quinto Inly data, & ills 
quidem Germanice conſcripte, quod ſane primo aſpetin , cum id 
genus idiomatic hallenus inter nos hand vſnatum ſa ,dnbitationem 
an comentitie eſſent non leuem inge/1it) (ub finem Oftobru reddit 
nobis fuerunt , quas quidem ex (ubietta materia ad Hanſeatico- 
rum int untiam edits ammaduerrimu: , Illi vero dum obſcleta 
guedim Priuilegis in Regne noſtro ſibi ipſi ven dicare perperam 
decreuiſſent An. ol nageſimo ſecundo in Imperialibus comitys Au- 
guſte Vindelicorum hal iti, Alandat um vt hiſce ſerenuatu veſtre 
literit habetur )de communibus Imperij ac Domunorum noſtrori 
commercijs dertur bandit extorſcrant: Cam nuper anno nonageſi- 
mo quarto in Deputatorum conwentu Rariſhona, de inſorum dam- 
ms Mari per Thaliſſos noſtror (vt queruntur ) latis, denique 
Atercatorum noſlrorum in Imperis negotiands rationibus 
( 9445 ili 0413/4 appelatione Monopoha wocitent ) nommullis alle- 
gui de duc lit N ſus lat i lis eAuguſtani vim atque executio- 
nom poſtul irunt. Hac ocraſſme Seremtas veſtra pro mutua Ami- 
citia noſtra/ quam amamti mæ Fororit aſfectu libenter amplec li- 

mur ſcribendum hoc tempore auxit;no/q, biſce ſts amict horta- 


tur, 
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tur, vs de einſmods malorum remedys cogitemns, quibus ſine que- 
relu umpoſuo, ommia in florenty/ermo Ammncitia ſtats conſernemuy, 

Fo certe animoin Serenitatem veity a totumq in us Ie 
ſemper fuimus, vt arth/rome Amicutie tara cum eadem perpetus 
teri , atque inniolate colere latwerumus ; quam quidem anmi no- 
tri propen ſonem vti pro re nata [eps teſtatiſamam reddere ha- 
Henns ſtu. luumus, ita deiaces mute amoru noſtri officys nunquã 
decrimat. eAd Hanſcaticorum querelas quod attinet , comm. 
mes querelarim ratione! ſmbire illus neceſſe eft : vt nempe qua mi- 
nu relle influnte reperiantsr , ſeipſis comcidant, Atqin de me- 
moratis Priuili gin ſepe tam alias reſponſum eſt: ila ip a ante Inau- 
girationem noſtram collapſa at que ex allegatit &prebatis publics 
ac ſummo Regni noſtri [udici0 (a quo nullum Appeſlationis forum 
agnoſcitur )penitns euerſa atque abolita fuiſſe. Not vero alia non- 
nulla vt temporum rationes ferebant, aliquam diu Hanſeaticis 
caceſrimns ; donec ip/i peculiari ipſorum decreto, ſubditos noſtros 
tum Hamburg cum laude reſilemes, nu'a dignitatis nec amicitis 
noſtre ratione habit a, nulla ex cauſa noi q mo von pri 
temere exterbarent, Poſt aliquanto cum 4 Serentate veſtra com- 
midatitias in fauorem illorum accepiſſemus , ad eaſdem omnino 
ap no! negotiands rationes , quibus ipſi noſtri ſubiditi vtuntur. 
lit in gratiam Serenitatus veftre conceden. lis. ſatis nos inclinat 4; 
ſept oftidomus, mbil tamen ili eo in genere hattenus a nobis petie- 
runt , Nene igitur Ferenit. u veſtra cui Deus eptimus maximus 
populos ſubietit, malte rerum uſa edotta quenum ſint ſceptra te. 
nendi rationes ip a ſecum perpendat, am iu aures pr eb ende ſſut, qu 
vetuſta pri nilegis juris ordine ſemel abindicata, & cam olim pe- 
nitus deleta, que nantati ab priſcis temporum atque hominuns 
mores non ferunt , cineribus ſuſcitare multa importmnitate ſata- 
gant ? Dis enim eſſet rerumpub. ſtatus, ſi que 1am olum inſtic de 
canſic antiquata oportuit, ad preces cuinſpiam in v/um denn re- 
uocarentur ? Neque vero alicubi conſuetum eſt neque ratione wits 
feren im videtur, vt alienigenc in earum rerum v/ie, 44.4 regnoe 
rum ſunt proprie, In igenis preferant ur: quin potites noularss 
beneficu loco ducitur fi pare ſi unt : id quod nos ¶ iuitutitms mne- 
ru ſi que pel ixiſſent i m dudum ob ſingulure Imicitit notre ſludi- 
1 hem gut concedere ſtatueramut. 
77 Inte- 
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Interim verd quibu/canque Imperi; ſubditis, in Domings wo- 
firis bbert verſands , & more exterorum negotiandj faculta- 
tem nanquam nc gu Domum propriam in Metropols neftre, 
vbi ſuu moribus vinerent, ex gratia uluy ſemper permuſmus: ua 
gindem ul Iure conqueri non poſrint ſe vti denunciatos hoſies apud 
voi ha’, vnquam fuiſſe. Ouod vero de dammis acceptis in fer unt, 
ita ſe habet. Cum ſuperieribs luſce annis hello Hiſpanico ir lica- 
ri capiſſemus more alorum Proncipums hellica pr eſidus hoſtibus in- 
tercludenda, quarium in nobis fuerat decrenmus: eag,cere ſ ici- 
nas Ciuitates pren om], atque ſi qurint 1hita hoc helli tem po- 
re in Hiſpamam tram portare niterertor, ceſatm veluti aua iſiato- 
res atque hoſtum comphees, aliqua ex parte habe ndos atque 1b 1- 
litorem confiſcatione multtando; dec laruumui: bu ach Claſiia- 
rij noftyi i plurim 1s Hanſeaticorum Names rebus inhibutic enu- 
41 inciderunt: Nawbus vero ac Nautis ex indulgentia amniſ1ts, 
bona tartum inhibata [ure belli ac Regrinoftri imſſumtis fiſco come 
mn rant. Due quadem illurum Damna, (de alys emmmbil nobs 
conſtat ) mnltle nemme [ure optime illata nale agi colore 
reſtuuenda vermont . 

CAHomopolinmporre, de quo Hanſcat ici ſubditor noflros c- 
nantar, calummic pottns quam vere acenfationts rotunem pre ſe 
ferre videtur: ab ipſu em ſmperij ſubdinis, qus Londun reſiclert, 
duſigenter mqwirs in ſimut, fi quid ſolids de iniquns ſnbdu or: m ne- 
rerum negotrands rationibus referre peſſent hy vere ingenue re- 
ſponderunt ſe mil ea de e in commuſyu habere: cures tamen ſe 
qnamprimum per hiteras ei n ſwmu maioribvs, Cumg, dem quid 
reſponſi acciperint, id totzm fideliter relatures. Dneſtionem pra- 
terea ea de re cn ſubalitu noſſris inſtiu i mandarimmi: rh viroane 
thenticis ſcriptit edecert, negotionts wſers m rat ne! 4 plariomis 
Cintatibus wm Below, Profſia, etque chbrvts bone ſtiſſimas probars, 
eMtque cum dus mer Cunt-tes (Ort, awe erm neſlyis maxime 
negotii nag, Lubeca & Hamburg. Ein er pul hn hte. 
ru wi noſſ ri oflen ont eat eſt, t em neg ot iatione m at i mms 
Aomopely ſuſpicione varram eſſe, [eg hrs obiefte crimin bis ru 
particupemn nũ gnum friſſe:} li vero Henſeaticernm Iuſſneres plee 
rica de re ex Dominorem [nor! m en pecleta comiſtione, in ſi r- 
116 oppoſmerint , ſe quogue pluribis in ſcripti reſpenſu ros bymnliey 
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#btulerunt , 
Al Auguitanum denique de comercys inbibendis mand uu 


attinet, nn ſatiſ intellgimuis, qua ratione — Principe: 


rellt infor mai, de privilegyt aus alys quibuſcungque ad [ura Re gx 
woſtri, ab imperij Legi bus ſemper abſoluti, pertinentibus, cogmith- 
onem ſuſcipere potwerint : neque ſane videmus quibus documents 
ears in ententiom adduci poſſent, vi commerciorum inhibitioners 
Imperio, Serenuati veſtra, ſibi ip u, aus Impery Cuuitatib us, uri. 
lem fore arbitrarentur. Fa 2 1 dt obreg- 
titit mpetratum, lure opiumo battenus ſn/piſum friſſe, ac dew. 
ceps ſu penden lum eſſe merito exiltomans. Intern very ne quid 
muue amicitic notre deſi, [mpery ſubdutos qui n Domintjs no. 
ftrit forte verſabiintur, more ſoluo bemigna protetlione noſtra cle- 
menter turbimur: atque ſi Lubeca, Hamburgum aut ala rem - 
fats veſtre Ci Wit as ip ſums nom gratiam 4 nobu [ſubrmiſ18 po- 

la cerint qut negotiands rationeſ maiori 19 (orum commods inſitu- 

endas cupi amt, Serenuatis veſtra commendationem plurimuan a- 
pad nos moments habuiſſe facile mtelligent : nor viciſſim amantey 

petimus, vi pare graniom ſubditss noftris in ipfins Domuni)s cle. 

enter impertire Serentas veſtra non grauetur. Eidemg, interim 
faklciaomnia D EO Optims Maximo precamor. Data t Re gia 

noſſra Richemundana ottawo Nonembrit, «Anno Domin / 59 5 , 

Reen vero neſtri xxxvy. 


Serenicatis veſtræ Sorot & Conſanguinea 


EL1ZABETHA, 
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Atteſtarion ofthe citie of Antwerp, 


an the Companie of the Merchants 
Aquenturers be halſe. 


* Niuerſis  ſmgulu noſtras preſenter liters 
Te oy 8 bl eſtumoniales viſaril vel audunru, Bur na- 
N ri & Scabins Cuatatis Antwerpienſs m 
a | Ducatu Hrabantie ſalurem. Ciun pin fit ac , 
ation conſon:m I eruati teſlumonmm per hi- 
ere, reſertim ſipro conſeriands alterius In- 
Are requiramar. Hire off quod obnixt rogats ex 
parte Magmificorum Domuncrum Gubernatorus, Aſſiſient um, O- 
commun CIMercatorum nations Anglicæ, preſentibus byſce 
fidem facimus Ch arteſſamar di/tor Mercatores nationis Anghce, 
qui pluribus abhinc ammis in hac noſtra Cuutate . muerpienſire- 
 fdernnt & adhoc reſident, honeſtam, leitam, & Reipub, view 
ſemper exerciſe negotiationem, & etiammum adbac exercere in 
emendss vendendis, > permutandy mercumoniys aly/g, leguimus 
contratlibus ineund:y ,neque vim feciſſe diſcrimem mer Alerca- 
rores cum quibus contraherent canines ill eſſent nations, dummodo 
ſoluendo c& ſpeflate fidei forent, quibus mterdum graſente, inter- 
dum ad tempus credita perunia Pannot, Carſeas, ahd/g, merces 
ſmas promiſcue ſemper vendidere, & adbuc vendurt. In quoru m fi- 
dem haſce literas ſgillo hnius Ciantatis ad car ſas mumiri fecummus. 
Datum die 1 g. menſis Aprilis, Anno Domini 1 5 82. 


Atteſtation of 28, Merchants in Antwerp of ſundry 
Nations, concerning the Companies orderly 
Trade and cleareneſſe from Monopoly. 


9 Muerſit & ſingulis preſenter lucras in pecturis fine an- 
8 A aturis,Burgimagiſirs, Scabin, & Conſules Cimitatus 


7 Antuerpie ſalutem, Notum fricimmus ac harum ſerie to- 
rum Domiorum Gubernatoris, Aſſiſtentian, c communians 


7 
&) 
Le [tamur, Q die infra ſcript o ad inſtantiam magnifice- 
CHMerca- 


: 
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comparnuerunt D. D. Ludonicus Guicciardon Floretinas, Carolus 
Lem Franchi, Ioan. Angelus Vergano, Gaſper Renelaſco, Lan- 
bertus Laberti, Sunon Taſſa, Bartholomens Luquins, Barthole- 
mus Balbi natione Itali. Domim [acobus de Pardo, Petrurde la 
Pena Hiſpans, Domini Fer amandus Ximenes, Rodrigo de Vega, 
Ludonicus Ferdinandes Simon Rodrigues Portugallenſes ſie 
ftani, D. D. Jnannes Pte, [acobur Lange, [eremics Genmis Ger- 
mum. Domim Theodoricus de Moy, Ludowicus de Becque, Iaco- 
bus van Tewernen, Gualerns Schot, Henricus Moons, Daniel de 
Lommel. Arnoldus Boudrwyns, Nicolaus Rampart, Henricus van 
Homſſen, [oannes vanden Sterne, & [acobus Schot Cizes & inco- 
b huius Opids,omne/qg, Mercatores, Burſam ciuſdem Oppids fre- 
quent antes, Vir: file digm, nobiſq; probe cognits, Dans medys uio- 
rum turamentis olemmuter prefiitss inranerunt & affirmanerunt 
primo ad id iuri lice citati predettes Mercatores Nationis Angh. 
ce, tam in hat Cuatate 1Antwerpia quam alys locis vbi negetian- 
twr, Inilam, licitama negotiationem exercniſſe, & adhuc exerce- 
reneque quantum reſcire potuerumt coſclem ( Mercatores profeſ- 
fionem feciſſe fenerandi vel dam pecuntas ad vſuram aut. Mono- 
peiint vſos fuiſſe, verum t contrario coſdem ſemper exercuiſſe & 
in diet exercere ia lam negotiationem conſiſtentem in cmẽ di, ven- 
dendir, & permutandu mercibus aliuque legitimis Contrac lu us 
inexndu, Itemg, prefatos AMercatoret Anglicot illarum Panner, 
Carſeas, aha 4, Mmerces ommbus (5 amby ſcanque Nations 
Chriſtian Orbis ſine diſcrimiue vendere, prot etiam difts Depo- 
nentes nunquam reſcire pot ner umt quod dib i Mercatores inter ſe 
ahiquas erexerint Ordinationes ant S tatuta, quibus ſais Pannis, 
Caries, ant alys merribus certum prefizant pr itim, quo & non 
wunorss dinemdi debeant , © ninimo ip ſorum negotiationem ſemper 
fmiſſe & eſſe hberams, Preterea HMercatores Anglicos in hac Ci- 
witate Autuerpiem o> Fmbt, ant alili locorum reſidentes pro 
magna parte diuerſos habere 1ſmiſtros c Inflitores, & ſeparata 
Domicilia c Magazena, vit plorimum (cor ſum & ſeparation ne + 
* gotiando pro lub its ali ad tempus credits peewnia, itemque aly 
wagons, aly minors pretio, vel cl iam commu atione mercium & a” 


har, fine dalo malo, In cnixs rei tefirmonium , (igulum ad c11/as 
bats 
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buint Cinitatis Anta erpis preſentibus apponi fecmus, Die de- 
cuma nona menſis Aprulu, Anno Domus Mule (wno quangent eſmo 
olluageſimo ſecunds, 


Atteſtation ofthe Towne of Embden in Eaſt-Friſe- 
land, on the behalfe of the Companie of 
Merchants Aduenturers. 


Ye & fingulincvinſeunque Ordimis, & Dignitatis has 
noſtras lueras viſris fine cognituris Nes ¶ onſules, Senato- 
re: atque Magiſtratus vrbis F ſate in Friſe Oriental ſub 
tutela ſacra ¶ æſares Maieſtatis, Domini noſtri clementiſſims, C- 
ſacri Roman Impery exiſtente Cumitatu poſt deb itam, c demiſ- 
ſam ſalui is atque ob ſeruamtiæ noſira ſygmnificationem notum publi- 
ce facumms ac teſtam ir: Quum Ornatſima Anglica natio aliquot 
annos in hac ( mitate commorata Vary generis mercimonia exer- 
ceant, & per ſuum Secretarium ac Procuratorem doc lum, & or- 
natum dirum Dominum [oannem CMoer, à nobis in pleno Sena» 
tu teſtumonium de r atione Negotiatiomis, & mercatus ſui petierint, 
minime id quidem oſſicu, quantum nobis conſlat, eis recuſandum 
putarimns : Quamobrem pro certs aſfrmamui, ac t eſtamur pu- 
blice, quod title Anglice Natioms CMercatores, corumgq mini- 
ſtri, & negotiorum geſtores (ques Adnentwrarios vocant ) quate- 
ws nobis cognitũ eſt, quam din apud nos fuerumt, ſeſe ſemper ho- 
neſtè, & leg in [15 Contractibuu, & Negotiationibus goſſiſſe, 
+ adbuc gerere honeſlum, liber, ac licitum mercatumm Pan- 
ms, Cariſcys aluſq; mercimonit emedis vendẽ dis c permut andes 
exercere atque tratlare, neque aliter agere,quam probor, & ido- 
mees Mercatores & Negotiatores agere par eſt, & decet. Proinde 
gquum Magiſtratus officy fit ad id requiſiti , veritati ferre teſti- 
monium, noſtram quoque mentem ea de re public proftendane 
cenſurmns. In cuins rei confirmationem ſigillum noſtrum ad can- 
ſas ſcienter appendumus : «Anno Domin ſupra ſeſqui milleſanum 
Oftuageſmme ſecundo, vigeſamo octauo die Inty. 


Atte- 
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Atteſtation of foureteene Merchants in Stade of 
{undry places,on the behalfe of the Com- 
panic of Merchants Ad- 
uenturers. 
U 
NIC ERSISET SINGUL ISpreſemes has lite- 


ras 1, uri: vel auditurus, quocungue dig nit atir, honoris, & 
eminentie gradu fuerint, Nos CONSV LES & Senatores 
Rempub. S ADENS IS, »Archiepiſcopatus Bremenſis, poſt 
dc bit am of ficiorum woſtrorum ob{itionem & hororificam ſaluta- 
tio em not um facimn! publiceg, aitelomur, quod ad mſtantians 
Magmſici ſpectabil um & ds/cretorum Domini T home Ferrers, 
Regie Flaieſtatis Aaglicæ Agentis, & hatenus apud nos Pra- 
fecli aliorwng, eiii entiem & Mercatoriom Anglicors m Ad- 
ventararia Net. gif per aliquot amnos in nofira ¶ inirate refiden- 
tim, & um 1.m lim 4. uum fanente Neptuno, dudum ſperanti- 
wm. coram Nob cump.ruerunt legitime indicialterque citati 
ſpeRtabiles & honeſ!s duri ſi iq; cigniteſtes & Burſam Forumg, 
woſtre Ciuitatis quotidic frequentantes, Domini lohannes Calan- 
Arma Lutenſic [talur, Bartolomens Dell Wilhelmus Bartoletti, 
Jacobus de Greve, Antonuas Roots, Hieromymaus Heſter ,Sunon de 
Beck, Matthias de K eſtelt, Antwerpienſes, Francs/cur Bondewin 
Buſcoducen's Wilrelme: de Bari, Dornacenſis, Antonins Engel= 
brecht, Aqma/prant/is, Antonius G ew ,Colonienſis, loan, Philippus 
Stamer, & Georgins Mamritins, Anguftani, ſatig, e ſuffcrtter 
de veritate dicenda admonits,ſtipulato, ſub fide datarũ dextrarũ, 
in tum ( ad effeflum corporal in amenti,quod ſe deſuper re ip- 
ſapreſftare, ſirequirantur, non gravars affirmabant , depoſuerunt 
& atteftati ſunt. ſibi quam not iſſimum [eq ipſos expertos eſſe, Au- 
venturarior mercatores Anglice nationis, huc vſque im noſtra 
Cimitate reſidenter, c 1am ad abitum paratos, non Pannos mods, 
{ariſciar, Baiettas. ſed c alias varias e dinerſas merces ex 
Anglia buc adveFtas, quibuſcunque orbis Chriſtian incoli, 
abſque vllo di Crimine Nationis aut Relygionis, vendere & vi- 
ciſim quahacungque bena, ſit 3 placentia, ab als red-mere aut 
in ſalutũuccipere at que lunc in Angham remittere ſolere, temg, 
2 2 007781 - 
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emmibus mi Mercatoribus ſnouluer hberumeſſe, ſuas merces 
in eAnglum deportari, il ig vendi, ali que quaſcun que dennò 
emi & in Germaniam atque alias quaſcungue regiones ſolato ſo- 
lito telonio tranſuehi procurare atque hanc eAnglos Aluentura- 
rior Mercatores legitimam mflamoue negotiutionem in emendo 
& vendendo aliſ q licitis contratlibus imenmdis non minus atque 
aljor quoſlubet negotiatores in noſtra Ciuitate hallen exercuaſſe, 
nec ſibi uotum eſſe aut ſe vuquam andiuiſſe, quod Angli* Merca- 
tores batlenus apud nos reſidentes profeſſionem faxnerand: pec uni- 
aſuc ad vſuram dands fecerint multo mumus patia ant ſlatuta inter 
ſe conſtunerint, quibus ſe inuicem obſtrinxerint, ant ſuus merces 
certo precio quod citra pornam mutare ne fas eſſet, vendendas aut 
alienas ſumiliter emendas: ſed contra,omnibus eſſe copnutumcruſ< 
dem bonitatis, ſgnique Pannos, Cariſcias, Baiettas, aliaque quc- 
cunque mercumonia apud plurimos Angios Aduenturarit Socie- 
tatis Mercatores gn dinerſis Tabernis c domiculus ſeparatis exi- 
ftemes,tam Dominos quam Fattores aut fam: los ſine inſtitores, 
vno & coden — — momento reperiri, eag, non tino, ſed diuer- 
limo pretioad duas tres, quatuor, quinque, C plures era librat, 
&i nunc muore , nunc etiam minore pretiopreſente, velud tem. 
pur credita pecumia, dati, Ae bus, vel fatla mercium per- 
mutatione, pro vt cninſque res twlerit , emi, atque pariter alias 
merces d werſimodo illks vends poſſe, nec vrnquam ad notitiam (nam 
peruemſſe aut ſe reſcire potuiſſe Ang los Adventurarie Societatis 
Negotuatores, quouſque hic Stade wixiſſent, de Monopoho iure 
& leit accuſatos, multo mms 4 quoquam cont/ ic los 
fuſe. eAb/que omni dolo malo, & ſonſtra mac hinotiouo. 
In cuiut rei teſtimomium preſentibus ſolitum noſtre Ciuitati Se- 
eretum appends ſcinter inſiimus Date a.d 11x, CMenſs Fe- 
bruarii, Anno ſalutifere natinitatis vnici Domini c R edempto- 
Ni noſtri TESV CHRIST I, milleſimo quingenteſmo nona- 
Leſamo oclauo. 
Atteſta- 
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Atteſtation ofthe Towne of Midelburgh in Zeland, 
on the behalfe ofthe Companie of 
M. M. Adventurers. 


Niuerſi & ſingulis noſiras preſenters lteras 
teſlimorialet vuſurit vel auditnrit, Burgi- 
| mapiſtri,Scabum, Sena oreſg, { tnttatis AAA 
delomrgenſis m Commatu Ee lundic Salat ens: 
Num pium it, & ratiani conſornm verua- 
i teſlunonium per lubere, præſertum ſi pro con 
ſcruando alterms Iure requiratur, Line oft 
quod obnixe rogatiex parte magnificorim Dommorum uber- 
nato mis, eAſſiſtentium, & communium CMercatorum Mi 
Hage, c“ Aduenturarit Societatis preſentil it lu cc fidem fa- 
cini, & atteſlamur, diitos ercatores Nations e Anglie, qui 
pluribus abhinc annis in hac noſtra Ciuitate CAlddelourgenire- 
Hlerunt, & adbuc reſident honeſtam,licitam & Reipublice viilem 
ſemper exercuiſſe Negotiationem, & adhnc etiamnum exercere 
in emendis cvendendi, & permutandit mercil ius, alyg, legitimit 
contra libus in eumndit, neque vllum feciſſe diſcrimen inter Aler- 
catoret, quibu/cum contraherent, cuinſcunque eſſent Notions, 
dimo do forent ſoſ nen do, > ſpeftot e fi lei, quil us inter um preſen> 
ti, interdum credits pecuni i Pannot, ¶ uri cia alis q merceiſuas 
promiſcue ſemper vendi lere, & adhuc vendunt : Hiteſtamar pre- 
terea nun quam nobis not um fuiſſe, ant andiniſſe vn, q 
dicli Angi Acre atoret Adnentwraris hatten'ts ap i nos ẽ ee len- 
res profeſſionem firneramdi, pecunia/que ad v/iram d undi fece- 
rint, multò minus pac i a, aut ſtatuta inter ſe conſiunermt, quil us 
fe nuicem obſtrinx-rint, aut ſuus merces certo pretia, quod citra 
panam mutare nef..s eſſet, vel alter vendendiu, aut alienas ſimi- 
liter emen1as, ſe1t contra, ommiby's elle cogritum, einſ lem bong» 
tat ii ſrgnig, Pannos,Cariſcias ali 19, queennque meremmnia a nd 
plurimos Anglos predifle Soc iet atis AMereatorer, in diner ta- 
bern:s,c> domicilu i ſeparati⸗ exiſtentes, tum Dominos. quam Fa- 
Joret aut Famulos fine Inſtiior es vno & eodem temporis mom to 
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reperiri.eag, non vo, ſc d diuerſiſiimo pretio ad duds, tres quata- 
or, quingue, & plures bras, fic nunc maiori, nunc minor pre - 
tio, preſents, velad tempus credit a pet umia, ditit obhigationibur, 
vel ſalla mercium permutatione grout eumnſque res tuleru, mi, 
atg; pariter alias merces diner ſimodo hs vendi poſſe : Nec un- 
quam ad notitian noſtram perneniſſe, aut nos reſcire potuiſſe, 
eAnglos Adnentwr aria Societatss predutte Negotiatores, quou/< 
que bic Middelburgi vixerunt, de CMonopolr Iure, & leguti- 
me aceuſatos multo minus vnquam 4 quopiam covittos fue 
que omni dolo malo, frande, & ſauſtra machiatione. In cuins res 
teftumonium alterins Secretatiorum noſiroruns many Initru- 
mentum hoc ſubſipnari, nec non ſigillum ad canſas apponere inſſi 
mus, vt in ſimili negotio apud nos ef conſuctum : Alum ſeptuns 
die menſis Iulu e Anno Domini Mulleſano Sexcenteſnno, 
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